

Arab League convenes over peace crisis 

CAIRO (AFP) — Arab League Secretary General 
Bsmat Abdul Meguid Tuesday c haire d an urgent meet- 
ing of the pan-Arab group to discuss Israeli reprisal 
measures against Palestinians after last week’s bomb- 
ing in Jerusalem. The meeting attended by the perma- 
nent delegates of the 22-member pan-Arab group is 
expected to denounce the harsh Israeli sanctions and is 
being held at the request of the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). “Israel’s brutal sanctions and their 
dangerous repercussions on die Palestinian people and 
the peace process are the only item on the agenda of the 
one-day meeting," Egypt's MENA news agency report- 
ed. Participants, meeting behind closed doors, will dis- 
cuss a "common Arab position” to counter the Israeli 
measures based on a memorandum submitted by the 
PNA listing the sanction imposed on them, MENA 
said. 
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Korean pfane crash -kills hundreds 
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aboard- a Korean air jetliner shortly before it 
early Wednesday on approach to (he Guam TJ s 
tional Airport,: a Pentagon official said- ’ 

Pacific command in. Honolulu, Ha wan 
report from_the tower at the airport that there 
onboard, fire' before the fflifiner crashed, the 
s aid The airfine erased into a mountain side six 
metres short of the. landing, field. A press 
said that there were at least 25 .survivors outot 
passengers. Authorities have not decided aether me 
reason behind: the. crash was a. long-term plane-oereci 
or a probl^ ihit surfaced in light of the crasb- 
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Crown Prince visits Israel 
in bid to revive peace talks 

Tarawneh says closure of bridge in violation of 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty; Ross expected Saturday 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN • — His Majesty 
King Hussein has delegat- 
ed His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan to 
visit Israel Wednesday for 
talks with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu on means of 
overcoming the obstacles 
facing the peace process. 

During the one-day visit 
Prince Hassan will also 
discuss with Mr. 
Netanyahu restarting the 
Palestinian- Israeli peace 
talks and ending the puni- 
tive measures Israel has 
taken against the Palestin- 
ian territories following 
lust week's suicide attack 
in Jerusalem. 

The visit, on which 
Prince Hassan will be 
accompanied by Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali and Foreign Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawneh, repre- 
sents a continuation of Jor- 
danian endeavours to put 
the peace process back on 
track and complements 
Egyptian and U.S. efforts 
to end the impasse in the 
peace talks, according to a 
statement from the Crown 
Prince's office. 

"The Jordanian effort 
stems from the country's 
firm belief that resuming 
the peace talks between 
Israel and the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
and reinvigorating the 
peace process is the only 
available option to all par- 
ties." the statement said. 

The visit comes two days 


after Amman witnessed 
intensified contacts aimed 
at reviving the peace talks 
with King Hussein holding 
talks with PNA President 
Yasser Arafat who left 
Amman yesterday and dis- 
cussing the peace efforts 
with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, Mr. 
Netanyahu and U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright during phone con- 
versations Monday 

evening. The talks with Mr. 
Arafat were attended by 
Prince Hassan. Dr. Majali 
Dr. Tarawneh and other 
officials. 

In a joint press confer- 
ence with Mr. Arafat 
before the PNA president 
ended his two-day visit 
here. Dr. Majali said that 
King Hussein agreed with 
Mr. Mubarak and Ms. 
Albright to intensify con- 
tacts to overcome the situa- 
tion that has worsened 
since the July 30 double 
suicide bombing in 
Jerusalem, in which 13 
Israelis were killed and 150 
injured. 

Dr. Tarawneh criticised 
the Israeli decision to close 
the King Hussein Bridge, 
which links Jordan with the 
West Bank, and said the 
move was against the spirit 
and letter of Jordan-Israel 
peace treaty. 

“We should not forget 
that Egypt and Jordan have 
peace treaties with Israel, 
and they are directly 
responsible for security 
and therefore the closure of 
borders or crossing points 
are regarded as a violation 



Palestinian President Yasser Arafat gestures as he answers a question at a press 
conference held after talks with Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali Tuesday 
(Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


of these peace treaties," Dr. 
Tarawneh said in an inter- 
view with Jordan Televi- 
sion on Tuesday. 

“Are the peace process 
and the Oslo accords con- 
cerned only with security," 
the minister asked. “It is 
true that security is a basic 
factor in the peace process 
but it is not everything," he 
added. 

U.S. Special Envoy to the 
Middle East Dennis Ross is 
expected in the region as 
part of collective efforts to 
solve the Palestinian- 
Israeli crisis. Dr. Tarawneh 
said in the interview. 

At the Royal Court Tues- 
day, Mr. Arafat briefed the 


King on the “suffering of 
the Palestinians under the 
Israeli embargo and mea- 
sures the PNA is undertak- 
ing to ensure the resump- 
tion of peace talks with the 
Israelis," Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported. 

King Hussein said that 
Jordan was ready to extend 
all efforts that would 
enhance peace and ease 
tension between the PNA 
and Israel, Petra added. 

Following his one-hour 
meeting with Dr. Majali at 
the Prime Ministry, Presi- 
dent Arafat lashed out at 
the Israeli premier saying 
that Israel's punitive mea- 
sures against the Palestini- 


Israel arrests 11 more Palestinians; 
withholds badly needed PNA funds 
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Combined agency 
dispatches 

THE ISRAELI army 
arrested 1 1 more Palestini- 
ans on the West Bank 
overnight in an ongoing 
roundup of suspected mili- 
tants launched after a dou- 
ble suicide bombing in 
Jerusalem last week, offi- 
cials said. 

The overnight arrests 
brought to 156 the number 
of Palestinians detained 
since the bombings last 
Wednesday. 

Israel's decision to with- 
hold financial transfers to 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) will hurt 
the level of security in the 
territories. Maher Kurd 
said, economic adviser to 
President Yasser .Arafat. 

“Where the emphasis of 
P[N]A activities is on 
[boustingl security, this 
[withholding funds] is like 
shooting oneself in one's 
foot, causing a degree of 
ineffectiveness." Mr. Kurd 
told the Jerusalem Post in 
an interview published 
Tuesday. 

He declined to reveal 
how much the PNA spends 
on security in the Palestin- 
ian self-ruled West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Israeli Finance Minister 
Yaacov Neeman has told 
officials of his ministry 
that he intends “observing 
to the letter” the security 
cabinet's decision to hold 
back the transfers, which 
include customs and value 
added tax (VAT) pay- 
ments. 


The decision, taken after 
two suicide bombers killed 
13 people in a Jerusalem 
market last week, cuts off 
60 per cent of the PNA's 
funding, Mr. Kurd said. 

“This is effectively a 
cancellation of the Paris 
Protocol.” he said, refer- 
ring to the 1994 agreement 
which laid the framework 
for Israeli-Paleslinian eco- 
nomic cooperation. 

“The decision to hold 
back the payments was a 
serious breach of the 
agreement.’’ a senior gov- 
ernment official said. “But 
so was the terror attack." 

The official said the 
transfers would likely 
resume in a week. 

Israel transfers on aver- 
age 115 million to 120 mil- 
lion shekels a month in 
customs and VAT along 
with 40 million shekels in 
petroleum tax receipts. 

Mr. Kurd said vital ser- 
vices such as security and 
health will be funded to 
some extent from other 
sources at the expense of 
other PNA activities. 

Even more significant 
than the loss of funding is 
the effective cancellation 
of the Paris agreement he 
said. 

“Its cornerstone is rev- 
enue sharing," he said. 
“Once this is subject to 
ministerial decision, the 
whole agreement is in 
question.” 

The PNA is examining 
alternative courses of 
action, such as stepping up 

(Continued on page 7i 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT 
Hosni Mubarak Tuesday 
urged Israel to lift an econom- 
ic blockade of Palestinian 
areas, warning that the sanc- 
tions will weaken Palestinian 
President Yasser Aiafar and 
jeopardise the peace prccess. 

“Weakening the position of 
Arafat is very, very dangerous 
in the peace process," Mr. 
Mubarak told reporters after 
talks here with Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy 

“ft is very important to keep 
him in power and those who 
don’t believe that let them 
wait and see.” he said. Mr. 
Mubarak also compared the 
Israeli crackdown on Pales- 
tinians to the suicide bombing 
in (hat it harms innocent peo- 
ple and demanded that it be 
condemned. "Since we con- 
demn terrorism that kills 
innocent people, we should at 
the same rime say no' to 
imposing a siege on the Pales- 
tinian people he said after 
talks with Mr. Levy. 

Mr. Levy defended Israel’s 
economic sanctions and travel 
bon on Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
and insisted that the Palestin- 
ian National Authority step up 
scoirilv cooperation with 


Israel. 

For months. Egypt has been 
trying to get Israeli- Palestin- 
ian peace talks back on track. 

Mr. Mubarak said he dis- 
cussed with Mr. Levy the 
Israeli reprisal measures 
imposed on the Palestinians, 
including the closure of the 
Israeii-Egyptian border, after 
last week's bomb stacks in a 
Jerusalem market which 
killed 15 people. 

"I asked them few a quick 
solution to the present situa- 
tion and the next step will be 
to move forward the peace 
process. The present situation 
may help much more terror- 
ism. This is our fear.” he said. 

“Punishing the Palestinian 
people, no food, no medicine 
is very dangerous and may 
have very negative reactions," 
warned Mr. Mubarak. He also 
announced that Egyptian For- 
eign Minister Amr Musa 
would visit Israel on an undis- 
closed date “to pursue the dis- 
cussions." 

Mr. Levy >aid that Israeli 
authorities had handed Mr. 
Arafat a list bearing the 
names of 1 1C militants 
“whom Israel consider; 
human bombs.” and demand- 
ed their arrest. 


ans were aimed at 

“destroying the peace 

process and humiliating the 
Palestinian people.” 

“These criminal acts, the 
starvation of tfie Palestin- 
ian people, the siege, bor- 
der closures... sending 
Israeli tanks and armoured 
vehicles to our cities and 
towns, sealing off Palestin- 
ian cities... are violations 
of what has been agreed 
upon.” said Mr. Arafat who 
had reportedly held talks 
with the Iraqi ambassador 
to Jordan at the Iraqi 
embassy Monday evening. 
The meeting with the Iraqi 

(Continued on page 7) 


3 civilians 
killed in 
Israeli air 
raids on 
Lebanon 

RASHAYA, Lebanon (AFP) 
— Two elderly Lebanese 
shepherds were killed Tues- 
day and four civ ilians 
wounded in Israeli air strikes 
against Hizbollah targets in 
south Lebanon while another 
man was blown apart by a 
roadside bomb. 

A militiaman from the 
Israeli-backed South 

Lebanon .Army (SLA) was 
also wounded in an attack by 
(he Iranian -backed Hizbollah 
on Israel's self-declared 
“security zone" in south 
Lebanon. 

Israeli fighter-bombers 
staged two separate raids on 
suspected Hizbollah posi- 
tions in the Syrian-controlled 
western Bekaa Valley in 
southeast Lebanon, killing 
two elderly Lebanese shep- 
herds and wounding four 
others. 

Two Israeli j«s fired seven 
missiles at Kk20 am while 
four other warplanes flew 
high above to cover them. 
Less than two hours later. 
Israeli bombers returned and 
fired two missiles near the 
village of Yohmor; also in the 
western Bekaa Valley, police 
added 

“The aircraft returned 
undamaged after having 
struck their targets,” an 

(Continued on page 7) 


Elections set for November 4, 
opposition remains in disunity 


ByAmy Henderson 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The goverment 
yesterday declared Tuesday, 
November 4, the official 
polling day for upcoming 
parliamentary elections, but 
the official announcement did 
not seem to draw the coun- 
try's eleven opposition parties 
into a unified stand regarding 
an elections boycott. The 
announcement also drew crit- 
icism from parties already 
committed to die boycott. 

“We would have preferred 
that this decision would have 
been taken according to a 
national agreement,” said 
Salon Nahas, secretary gen- 
eral of the People’s Democra- 
tic Party (A1 Hashd), which 
has joined the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF) and three other 
parties in a decision to boy- 
cott theupcomingpolls. The 


decision of the government to 
schedule the elections with- 
out .discussing if means That 
they don’t give any impor- 
tance to drak^ue.”,-- . . % 

The government has said 
that it is willing to meet with' 
opposition parties regarding 
the controversy over the elec- . 
dons, bat a source from the 
prime ministry told the Joe- . 
dan Times yesterday that 
nonoaf the opposition patties 
has requested a meeting with 
P rime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali 

However,AbdulTah Ensour 
was quoted yesterday as say- - 
ing that the goVeninieK? was 
not in a position to acq^nesoe 
to the opposition’s demands. 

“Changing the law 
demands amajoriiy^he said. 
“The demand of the minority : 
to change law is undemocrat- 
ic. The decision makers ate' r 
the Parliament and hot the 


minority or the government- 
Even if the government want- 
ed to change the laws, it can’t 
change decisions of Parlia- 
ment-” 

.The mam demands of die 
IAF are related to the one- 
man, one- vote electoral sys- 
tem, the flailing peace 
process Mid economic legis- 
lation which they say opens 
the door to “the enemy’s par- 
ticipation in the economy” 

. ‘The peace process has not 
bear forced on tins govern- 
ment or the previous one,” 
said Ml Ensoul “Tbe Parlia- 
ment voted for it and it ted a 
majority af vbices- The Par- 
liament can change it at any 
tone, and (his is a right of (he 
[next] PadiamenL 

“CtiDing for Granges of leg- 
islation is a demand to over- 
rate democracy," be 

- (Gmtinued on page 7) 


Top EU envoy makes first 
visit to Iraq since Gulf war 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
European Commissioner for 
Humanitarian Aid Emma 
Bonino opened talks here 
Tuesday to assess die situation 
in Iraq, on the highest level 
European Union (EU) visit 
since the 1991 Gulf war which 
devastated the coamry. 

Iraqi officials said Ms. Bom- 
no, beadiqg a T ^member del- 
egation, met Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz and 
Health Minister Umid Medhat 
Mubarak. 

“The mission is a humanitar- 


ian assessment mission, just to 
see what is needed,” Ms. Bom- 
no said on arrival She said the 
EU has allocated more than 
300 million ECUs-($318 mil- 
lion) in humanitarian aid to 
Iraq since 1991. 

During her three-day visit 
Ms. Bonino who'flewinon.a 
special flight from Brussels 
Monday, is expected to: y&t 
several Baghdad hospitals and 
travel to both the- north and. 
south of Iraq to inspect EU-“ 
funded projects. 

The EU adopted measures 


last year to provide food aid 
worth nine million ECUs 
($9.54 million) far three iml- 
fion displaced people in all. 
parts of the counny. 

Other EU aid projects in 
sanctions-frit ■ Iraq :invoftre 
health, water supply, sanitation 
systems, education and agri- 
culture. The aid is being sup- 
piied tbrough the Red Cross as 
well asEuropean anti ILN. _ 
~ agencies. Baghdad -has - been 
under crippling Sanctions tince 
its 1 990 invasion of Kuwait 
lhat triggered the Gulf wan 


Iraq can rush oil exports to market 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq 
can export its quota of crude 
oil under the U.N.-approved 
oQ-for-fbod programme 
within the next month, an 
official of the oO ministry 
said Tuesday. 

The official did not dis- 
cuss. however, whether such 
a move could depress prices 
on the international oil mar- 
ket. 

Undo* a plan that went into 
effect last December, Iraq 
was allowed to sell up to $2 
billion worth of crude every 
six months to buy needed 
food and medicine. Sales 
periods are divided into two 
— 90-day periods. 

The plan was renewed by 


the U.N. Security Council on 
June 8. ■ ‘ _ 

But tbe Iraqis linked the 
resumption of crude exports 
to U.N. approval a new food 
distribution plan: U.N. Sec- 
retary-General Kofi Annan 
approved the plan on Mon- 
day, although an ofl-priemg 
plan stiD awaits'a U-N. okay. 

The Baghdad oil official 
said Iraq can. export $1.07 
billion in crude by this peri- 
od’s cut-off date of Sept 5. 

“I fed confident that we 
can export die quantities 
within tiie time limits set by 
the United Nations," he said. 

He noted drat U.N. regular 
tions allowed for a few days 
slippage. 


He added* “I expect it to be 
at least next week before we 
dart pumping oil,” the min- 
istry official spoke on cemdi- 
tion his name not be used 
- Iraq exported oil ata rate of 
about 750,000 bands per 
day (bpd) during the first 
phase of the programme, 
some 400,000 bpd via 
Turkey and 350,000 bpd 
through Mina Al Bakr port in 
southern Iraq. 

To meet tbe deadline for 
tins 90-day period, ir will 
have to triple that output. 

The official said be expect- 
ed Iraq could export (me 
nriSkm bpd via both Turkey 
and Mina A1 Bakr. 


Israel demolishes another 
Palestinian home in Hebron 


HEBRON (AFP) — Israeli 
army bulldozers demolished 
a Palestinian home near 
Hebron Tuesday in the third 
day of a renewed drive to 
destroy Arab bouses built 
without Israeli authorisa- 
tion, officials said. 

A large force of soldiers 
descended on the two-storey 
home on tbe outskirts of 
Hebron early Tuesday and 
held back about 30 Palestin- 
ian protesters while the bull- 
dozer tore down the. struc- 
ture. witnesses said. 

A family of five bad been 
living for the past 18 months 
in the bouse, located near □ 
newly built road leading to 
the nearby Jewish settle- 
ment of Kyriat Arba, its 
owner Faid Jaradat told 
Agence France Presse. 

It was toe fifth Palestinian 
home destroyed by Israel 
since Sunday after a pause 
of several months in such 
demolitions. 

“I have no where'else lo - 
go now. I saved and bar-, 
rowed for 10 years to build, 
this home, spent $40,000 on 
it and now it's gone," said' 
Mr. Jaradat, 28, a construe- . 
don worker who has unem- 
ployed for the post ;fcw' 
months. 


Mr. Jaradat said he had 
received a demolition warn- 
ing a y ear ago and has . raised 
a court case to stop the 
destruction' of his home, 
which stood several hun- 
dred metres away from a 
bypass road used by Jewish 
sealers. 

Palestinian officials 
charged that the renewed 
drive was part of wide-scale 
sanctions being imposed -by 
Israel fnlkiwinc a double 


suicide bombing last week 
in Jerusalem which killed 1 5 
people and wounded 150. 

Israeli officials said the 
demolitions were routine 
application of Israeli law, 
targeting homes built with- 
out proper authorisation. 

Israeli occupation authori- 
ties rairily grant construction 
"permits to- Arabs, fencing 
them to break Israeli law as 
■foe need for new housing 
crows.. 


JORDAN ELEVATOR OVERSEAS LTD 


is proud to announce to its esteemed 
clientele that a tiew management is 
now in place to answer all your 
. needsL This new management is 
crordmating .iK^-.G^'Ii^anon.'as 
. - Well ias: Dtis InternationaL . ' . 
Messrs.. Jawad Mufti, Rai^ 
andJ^aretn Karadshi no longer . 

; : ; represent the company. 
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Lebanon prosecutor 
says MP wants rebellion 


BEIRUT (R) — A Beirut 
prosecutor has accused 
opposition Member of Par- 
liament Najah Wakim of 
advocating armed rebellion 
and slandering Lebanese 
President Elias Hrawi. 

The rebellion charge car- 
ries up to 10 years impris- 
onment while slander 
offences carry up to three 
years. A senior judicial 
source said Mr. Wakim 
would be summoned for 
questioning by Beirut mag- 
istrate Fouad Geagea on 
Tuesday. 

The senior official, who 
asked not to be identified, 
said on Monday the charges 
filed by Prosecutor Jihad Al 
Wadi against Mr. Wakim 
included "calling for armed 
civil disobedience, humili- 
ating the judiciary and slan- 
dering the president." 

Mr.~ Wakim defended 
himself at a news confer- 
ence at his Beirut home. “I 
did not call for an armed 
rebellion. 1 called for con- 
fronting the authorities 
with all possible peaceful 


means.*’ 

Beirut newspapers had 
quoted Mr. Wakim as say- 
ing in the eastern town of 
Baalbek on Sunday, “We 
are making the necessary 
arrangements to expand 
civil disobedience to cover 
the whole of Lebanon. " 

He spoke at a rally called 
by Sheikh Sobhi AI Tufaili. 
former secretary general of 
the Hizbollah. who last 
month declared a civil dis- 
obedience campaign in the 
impoverished Baalbek- 
Hermel region. 

On July 4, Sheikh Tufaili 
urged residents to refuse to 
pay utility bills and taxes to 
pressure the government to 
tackle poverty in the area, 
which is suffering econom- 
ically from a crackdown on 
illegal drug crops. 

The 53- year-old Greek 
Orthodox politician is one 
of the liveliest critics of the 
Lebanon’s political estab- 
lishment. He was reelected 
for a four-year terra in last 
year's parliamentary elec- 
tions. 


Jerusalem suicide 
bombing not terrorism 
— PLO official 


ABU DHABI (AFPl — A 
senior Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) official 
defended the deadly twin 
suicide bombing in 

Jerusalem last week, saying 
poverty and despair were to 
blame for the operation, in 
remarks published Tues- 
day. 

Farouq Qaddoumi, a 

Fateh member who acts as 
the foreign minister of the 
PLO. also said it was time 
for the Palestinian leader- 
ship to quit the autonomous 
areas to intensify the strug- 
gle against Israel. 

"The operation in which 
two young men fell martyrs 
is a clear evidence that the 
youth inside the occupied 
Palestinian territories have 
reached a stage of despair 
where death has become a 
means of salvation for 
them," Mr. Qaddumi was 
quoted as saying in the 
United Arab Emirates daily 
Al Khaleej. 

“The U.S. and Israel must 
look deeply at such acts 
and not as terrorist actions 
as they claim. They should 
seriously consider the dete- 
riorating conditions of the 
Palestinians as a result of 
continuous siege, provoca- 
tions and actions against 
Palestinian dignity.” 

Israel has not yet identi- 
fied the two suspected 
Arabs who carried the sui- 
cide attack that killed 13 
Israeli civilians and injured 
more than 100 in west 
Jerusalem's market 

Wednesday. 


The attack, the worst 
since Benyamin Netanyahu 
took power more than a 
year ago, prompted the 
prime minister to suspend 
peace negotiations with 
Palestinians and order the 
closure of the self-rule 
areas. 

“The Palestinian youth 
should not be blamed if 
they carried out such acts. 
We should not think of the 
action itself but of the 
motives that led to it.” said 
Mr. Qaddoumi. who is 
based in Tunis. 

“If this situation contin- 
ues, then we should expect 
more than that. The Pales- 
tinian people could embark 
on a sweeping uprising 
against such worsening' 
conditions and the whole 
world should realise this." 

Mr. Qaddumi. who has 
often criticised the 1993 
Oslo autonomy accords 
between Israel and Pales- 
tinians, urged Mr. Arafat 
and his PNA's executive 
committee to leave the self- 
rule areas in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The departure of the 
executive committee from 
those areas has become 
necessary because the siege 
is affecting its responsibili- 
ty and capability. 

‘The Palestinian leader- 
ship should remain inside 
the battle as the leadership 
is normally present away 
from battles so it can mon- 
itor. plan and issue orders 
in the right time.” he said. 



Khitam Jaradat, wife of Palestinian Faed Jaradat, screams as she stands at the ruins of her home that has just been 
demolished by Israeli security forces Tuesday. The Israeli Civil Administration said that Jaradat had built the two- 
storey home without legal permits. The home was built near a bypass road leading to the Jewish settlement of Kiry- 
at Arba, outside the city of Hebron, in an area that is still under Israeli control. Two additional Palestinian homes 
are due to be demolished in the area (see story on page 1) (Reuters photo) 


Hizbollah mourns fighters 
killed in Israeli raid 


NABAHYEH. Lebanon (R) 
— Hizbollah fighters Tues- 
day carried the coffins of 
comrades killed in clashes 
with Israeli forces in a funer- 
al procession attended by 
several thousand in the south 
Lebanon town of Nabatiyeh. 

The roar of Israeli planes 
could be heard overhead as 
the crowd yelled “death lo 
Israel death of America vic- 
tory to Islam.” 

Five Hizbollah guerrillas 
were killed Monday by 
roadside bombs planted by 
Israeli commandos after 
clashes in south Lebanon. 


Four were to be buried in 
their villages near 
Nabatiyeh. A separate funer- 
al was to be held later in the 
day in Beirut for the fifth. 

Four Israeli planes were 
rocketing Hizbollah targets 
in the hills of Libbaya- 
Yohmour in the southeastern 
Bekaa Valley, north of 
Israel's south Lebanon occu- 
pation zone, Lebanese secu- 
rity sources said. 

There was no immediate 
word on casualties in the air 
assault, the 48th into 
Lebanon since the beginning 
of the year. 


Earlier, Hizbollah guerril- 
las fired mortar bombs into 
the South Lebanon Army 
outpost of Ahmadiyeh in the 
eastern sector of the zone 
facing the hills, lightly 
wounding a pro-Israeli mili- 
tiaman. 

Elderly women wailed as a 
Hizbollah member reported 
the guerrilla operation over a 
loud speaker. 

Pro- Irani an Hizbollah 

guerrillas fight Israeli troops 
and their local militia allies 
in a bid to oust them from 
the 15-kilometre wide occu- 
pation zone. 


Gulf official sees no 
threats from Iran 


MANAMA (R) — Iran did 
not pose a threat to its Gulf 
Arab neighbours, a senior 
Gulf official was Tuesday 
quoted as saying. 

T can't say there is a 
danger coming out of Iran. 
I don’t believe in this 
(danger).” Jaraeel AJ 
Hujailan. secretary general 
of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), told the 
London-based Ashraq Al 
Awsat newspaper. 

Relations between the 
GCC states — Saudi Ara- 
bia. Kuwait. Bahrain. 
Oman. Qatar and the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates (UAE) 
— are often tense. The six 
states had voiced concern 
over Iran's armament pro- 
gramme and accused it of 


interfering in their internal 
affairs- 

But Iran has recently 
taken moves towards 
improving its ties with its 
neighbours. Hopes for bet- 
ter relations between non- 
Arab Iran and the GCC 
have risen after the elec- 
tion of President 
Mohammed Khatami, seen 
as a moderate. 

“Iran knows well its 
interests in the region. It is 
a big neighbouring coun- 
try and we are fully anx- 
ious in maintaining good 
relations based on good 
intentions." Mr. Hujailan 
said. “It’s impossible for 
me to say that Iran forms a 
danger for the GCC.” 

Mr. Hujailan said the 


GCC states did not want 
relations between Iran and 
the United States to 
remain strained because 
that had negative impacts 
on the stability of the Gulf 
region. 

“We want our region to 
be safe, far from interna- 
tional struggles." he said. 

“Iran is a big and strong 
neighbour. Iran represents 
a major factor behind sta- 
bility in the region. Agree- 
ing with Iran and deepen- 
ing its conviction on the 
need to cooperation with 
the GCC is important to 
stability in the region.” he 
added. 


Lockerbie 
victims’ 
families 
visit Libya 
for talks 


on crash 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Families 
of victims of the 1988 bomb- 
ing of a Pan -Am jet over 
Lockerbie in Scotland who 
are visiting Libya held talks 
with the country's justice 
minister Tuesday, officials 
said. 

“Proposals aimed at finding 
a solution to the Lockerbie 
affair and to guarantee a fair 
trial for the wo Libyan sus- 
pects” were discussed during 
the meeting with Justice Min- 
ister Mohammad Zouai. a 
Libyan official said. 

Libya has been under an air 
embargo since 1992 over its 
refusal to hand over to Britain 
or the U.S. two of Us citizens 
implicated in the Lockerbie 
tragedy, which killed 270 
people on board. 

Tripoli has proposed that 
the two Libyans be tried in a 
third country “other than the 
United Stales or Britain." 
before the International Court 
of Justice at the Hague or 
before a special court. 

The U.S. last month 
denounced a letter from 
Libya's U.N. mission to U.S. 


families of the victims, saying 


it was a callous effort “to prey 
on the emotions of the fami- 
lies in an attempt to undercut 
our will to see that justice is 
serve.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israeli tourists complain of mistreating 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A group of Arab Israeli tourists 
accused Egyptian authorities Tuesday of mistreatnw 
after they were injured in a bus accident in Egypt which 
left one woman dead. The woman was killed and 24 <5 
the Israelis wounded, two seriously, when their minibu 
crashed Monday near the Suez Canal. The travellers 
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complained in a series of radio interviews that their repa- 
triation to Israeli hospitals following the accident 
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held up for hours at the Egyptian border crossing of 
Rafah because three of the tourists had lost their pass- 
ports in the crash. “It is possible that this was all doe to 
bureaucratic foolishness, but I cannot understand the 
inhuman treatment of these tourists at the bonier" said 
Rafiq Yahya, mayor of the tourists home town of Taibeh. 


UAE police seize 14 Iranian illegal immigrants 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
police have seized 14 Iranians who tried to enter die oil- 
rich Gulf country illegally, newspapers reported Tuesday. 
The 14 were captured after a large police force raided 
their hideout in die mountains near die Emirate of Shar- 
jah Sunday, they said. ‘They were seized after a chase 
that lasted several hours. The 14 had come by sea with 
the help of another Iranian in the emirate,” a police state- 
ment said. The UAE has dghtened security along its bor- 
ders and coastline to curb infiltrations by foreigners seek- 
ing jobs. Nearly 200,000 illegal aliens, mostly Asians, 
left the UAE in 1996 after they were given an amnesty 
during which they could leave the country. The move 
preceded the enforcement of stiffer penalties against ille- 
gal migrants. Police records show more than 25,000 for- 
eigners. mainly from India, Pakistan, Afghanistan and 
Iran, have been seized over the past two decades while 
trying to saeak iato the UAE. 


Three Asians arrested in Qatar for drag smuggling 


DOHA (AFP) — Three Asian drug smugglers have been 
arrested in Qatar in possession of 40 kilogrammes of 
hashish, the Interior Ministry announced on Tuesday. The 
ministry, quoted by the official news agency QNA, said 
the suspects were caught as they sold part of the hoard. 
The rest was found during a search of their home. The 
nationality of the Asians was not given nor the date of 
their arrest. The emirate. Like other Gulf Arab stales, 
imposes the death penalty for convicted drug traffickers. 
Several Asian smuggling gangs have been busted in the 
past month. 


Tehran ‘vampire’ sentenced to hang in public 


TEHRAN (AFP) — An Iranian cab driver who raped and 
murdered female passengers in die Tehran area has been 
sentenced to hang in public, the local press reported. 
Tuesday. Gholam Reza Khoshrou Kuran Kordieh, 28, 
dubbed die “Vampire of Tehran,” had reportedly admit- 
ting murdering eight women. His death sentence must be 
upheld by the supreme court before it can be carried out 


BAPCO announces $54m upgrade 


MANAMA (AFP) — The Bahrain Petroleum Company 
(BAPCO.) refinery will carry out a $54 million upgrade 
project within 30 months, Bahrain's Oil and Industry 
Minister Issa Ben AJi al Khalifa said Tuesday. The refin- 
ery will be kitted out with a new blending system for 
gasoline, diesel and fuel oil allowing for a better pro- 
duction versatility, Mr. Khalifa, who is also BAPCO's 
chairman was quoted as saying by the local Gulf News 
Agency. The 250,000 barrel-per-day refinery will be able 
“to respond immediately to the market’s needs, bringing 
down the amount of stocks and the cost of reservoir 
maintenance,” he added. Mr. Khalifa estimated at $18 
million the annual saving to be achieved by the upgrade. 
BAPCO's biggest since 1983. The refinery is the oldest 
in the Arab part of the Gulf, built in 1936 by the two U.S. 
majors that struck oil four years earlier in tire small emi- 
rate, Texaco and Standard Oil of California, which 
became Chevron. The Bahraini government became the 
refinery's sole owner last April, taking over the 40 per 
cent stake held by Caltex. a Chevron-Texaco joint ven- 
ture. Bahrain is the only Gulf Arab monarchies to export 
only refined products as its oil fields are depleting. Near- 
ly 80 per cent of BAPCO's feedstock is piped from Saudi 
Arabia. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


Tel. 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10 


15:00 

Global Garder 

15:30 . 


16:00. 


16:30 


17:00 . 

.... French Programmes 

19:00 

News in French 

19:30 

News Headlines 

19:35 


20:00 

Soldier's Diarv 

20:30 . 

...Oraph Winfrey Show 

21:10 

Spencer For Hire 

22:00 

News in English 

1 22:30 


23:15 

American Gothic 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:22 


05:49 


12:41 


16:22. 


19:34. 


21:01. 



JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International 

Church Tel. 5516245 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tel. 82432S. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

Hie Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Td. 81 1 295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


CHURCHES 
St Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh; Tel. SI 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sanria Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department nf Meteorology 
Fine weather conditions will 
prevail with clouds appearing 
at low altitudes and winds 
northwesterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


Amman 17/28 

Aqaba 24/37 

Deserts 17/32 

Jordan Valley 23/37 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 28. Aqaba 37 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 52 per 
CCM, Aqaba 40 per cent. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. Issam Asmar 890504 

Dr. Yousef Kaser 751144 

Dr. Khaidoun KJouh ....816715 

Dr. Nidai As ‘ad 751672 

Firas pharmacy 66 1912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

Al Asema pharmacy .637055 

Al Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairaukh pharmacy .623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Bakir ..276852 

AI Quds pharmacy — j 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Hafez Salfiti .914144 

Khalifeb pharmacy ...985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .637 1 1 ] 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 
Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192. 62111 i. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank ...775121 

Highway Police 843402 

TVaflic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 


Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 1 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdaii Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 77311 1 

Radio Jordan _7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabai Amman Maternity 
642362 

Maihas, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmeisani Hospital 669 1 3 1 
University Hospital 845845 
AI-M lias her HospitaI667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdaii 666 1 2<V37 

AJ-Ahli.Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AI-Muh^jreen777 101/3 


Al-Bashir, 77511J/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 
109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospitalt 09)986732 
AI.'Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified, 
information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 


(52700) or 08(53250). 

arrivals 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

08:05 Damascus (RJ) 

09:25 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:30 .. Jeddah (RJ) 

10:15 .Laranca(RJ) 

10:45 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

15:55 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

17:30 Madrid (RJ) 

17:40 ..Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

18:05 Paris (RJ) 

18:40... Brussels, Geneva (RJ) 

19:05 Rome (RJ) 

19:10 ...Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

19:10 London. Berlin (RJj 

20:00 Tunis (RJ) 

20:40 Rome (RJ) 

00:15 Beirut (RJ) 

00:40 Istanbul (RJ) 

01:05 Cairo (RJ) 

04:25 Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:15 Karachi. Abu Dhabi fPKj 
11:00 ...Sanaa, Hudaidah (1Y) 

11:50 Kuwait (KU) 

12:00 Jeddah (SV) 

13:10 Doha, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

13:15 Cairo (MS) 

13:50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

14:30 Tunis (TU) 

14:30 Al’Arish (PF) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

16:20 Algiers (AH) 


16:30 Dubai (EK) 

17:00 Doha (QR) 

19:30 Istanbul. Damascus (PKi 

20:40 London (GA> 

21:10 BeinittME) 

21:10 ...Paris. Damascus (AF) 

23:20 Istanbul (TK) 

23:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

23:30 .Athens (OA) 

05:15 Ankara (TK) 

07:50 AmsterdamiGA) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

08:45 Aqaba (RWi 

10:05 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
10:50 Amman (Marks Air- 
port) (RW) 

18:20 -.Tel Aviv 

(RWi 

19:30 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

22:20 Aqaba (RW) 

23:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 


21:15 Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

21:50 Bombay (RJ) 

22:05 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

23:00 Bahrain (RJ) 

02:30 Sanaa (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 

07:00 Lamaca (RJ j 

10:50 Rome (RJ) 

11:45 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

11:45 Berlin. London (RJ) 

12:00 .Tunis (add) (RJ) 

12:30 Rome (add) (RJ) 

19:15 Jstanbui (RJ) 

20:10 .Colombo (RJ> 

20:35 Beirut (RJ) 

21:00 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) 

21:10 ..Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 


Other Flights 

06:50. Lamaca (CY) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

08:50 Amsterdam (GA) 

09:25 London (BA) 

10:00 Damascus, Istanbul (PK) 
1 2:00.... Hudaidah, Sanaa (IY) 

12:50 Kuwait (KID 

13:30 Jeddah (SV) 

14:00 ..Bahrain. Muscat (GF) 

14:15 Cairo (MS) 

15:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

15 JO Tunis (TU) 

15:30 ... Al ‘Arish (PF) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

17:20 Shariqah (AH) 

17:45 Dubai (EK) 

17:50 Doha (QR) 

20:15 Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 

21:40 -...Denpasar (GA) 

23:55 .. Damascus, Paris (AF) 
00:25 Damascus. Amsterdam (KL) 

00:25 Ankara (TK) 

04:00 Athens (OA) 

06:15. Istanbul (TK) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

07:45 Amman /Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

09:15 .Aqaba (RW) 

10:30 .Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
17:45 ...Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

18:55 .Tel Aviv 

(RW) 

21:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
22:50 Aqaba (RW) 
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IPA, Libyan organisation sign agreement 


AMMAN (Petra) —The 
Institute J^C . PotOkr 
Administration < IPA. ; 313 d 
the Libyan National Pub- 
lic AdfflimtfaJioh Tues- 
day signed an agreement 
on administrative devel- 
op mem affairs Coopera- 
tion. 

Under tin: term* of the 
agreement, the two sides 
will exchange informa- 
tion, data and publica- 
tions covering activities 
and prognwunes. 

The agreement provides 
lor the iwo sides 10 design 
human resource training 
programmes in adminis- 
trative and Ijnaceial mat- 
ters. covering, the needs 
of both public and private 
•sector tn^anisatitms. 

It also stipulates that the 
two sides interchange vis- 
iting lecturers, instructors 
and experts *w» the imple- 
mentation of training pn> 
gnmunes. 

They an? planning to 
organise joint seminars 
and pie pare and design 
joint research plans. 

Each institute will 
assign a number of seats 
lor trainees from tbe other 



IPA Director. General Zuhair Kayed and Mtihamnuul Muntasser, from the Libyan 
mstila le, Tuesday sign an accord on administrative development affairs cooperation 
(Petra photo) 

Following the agree- 
ment’s ratification, Mr. 

Mumosser met with IPA 
President Abdullah 
Ulayun and the two dis- 
cussed cooperation in 
public administration. 


in order in pay reduced 
tuition fees. 

IPA Director General 
Zuhair Kayed and 
Mohammad Muntasser, 
from the Libyan institute, 
signed the accord. 


Mr, Munlasser 

expressed his country’s 
desire tu benefit from Jor- 
dan's expertise in setting 
job descriptions and 
administrative personnel 
;utd salary scales. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Princess voted council vice-president 

AMMAN O.T.J — The Paris-based International Coun- 
cil for Philosophy and Humanities unanimously elected 
HRH Princess Wijdan Ali Bint Nayef as vice-president of 
the Council in appreciation of her work in cultural coop- 
eration. according to an Institute of Diplomacy statement. 


Soldiers leave for Bosnia 

AMMAN (Petra) — A new group of public security offi- 
cers and soldiere Tuesday left for Bosnia to join the U.N. 
peace keeping forces there. Assistant Director of the 
Public Security' Department Maj. Gen. Ahmad Draour 
called on the departing force to be exemplary in self-dis- 
cipline and good manners, and to discharge their duties as 
efficiently as possible. 


Regional expert to give discourse 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Dr. Mary Morris of RAND Coiponi- 
uon will be a guest speaker at the World Affairs Council 
Aug. 7 at 6 p.m. The topic will be “A new perspective for 
Washington’s Middle East policy.” Dr. Morris, a Middle 
East expert, will be dealing with recent developments in 
Jerusalem, die logjam in the peace process, and the reper- 
cussions on Jordan and die region. 
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£ Concert by ithe , New.Yoric BroadwayDuo at the 
NottbTTKatre at§ JO pim. - W; v .?^v ' . 

. ^^pngoiDance Show at’ArteQ^^cej»' at 8:30 p-m. - 

Concert by Iraqi artist Kazem Al Sahir at the South' 
Tbeatipar ’ . • 1 *~ m / \/r yi:~. 

-* Performance by the Egyptian Tanboura Band. at the 
Scnmdtind L^ht;The^fc;ar8:30 

.* Baljet, dance by the students of the Abliyyeh School 
for Girtsat the Royal- Guilural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

Poetry jrecitals -and musical perfomrancc at. Gracia 
Theme arS^pm. • l !-' * V.' m ^yV m - 

■ ♦ .Musical performance by Jordanian bonds . and an 
.Egyptian circus show at the main square at 7:00 pun. 

* Display of handicrafts ami sculptures Zeus vault 

WO : - ’-••• ; 

* “Loch the B’rilishCouncTl at 3:00 


pxn. 




in- Israel hi l^n-of.die ftace Rabbi Dr- Ronald 

Kmnreh {&^or of Tnier-rdi gibus X^oordinaiing Council in 
Israel) and -oii ~Ihe Rofe of Bno^-faith Dialogue in Peace 
BciJ<liTIg ,, by frespoBdent) Ml Ali Kassay fossociaie of the 
Roy^InsoteteW studies)- at the Royallnstrtut6 of 

Imer-feith sftidjes, JabaT Amman, Fourth Circle at 7:00 p.m. 


: 1 1» • ‘ j. . .' 


EXHIBITIONS 


* Photography exhifahion l^vQawfia Pedotd at the Jwdan 
AnsandG^Ceritre/^btisaiia, J^»I Amman, Second 

nhl 64783S>undIAug, J6., I ’ . . 
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‘Bilateral agreements to 
alleviate unemployment’ 

MLITA (Petra) — The Ministry of Labour is addressing 
unemployment in Ionian through bilateral agreements with 
other Arab states, according to Ministry Secretary General 
Saleh Tarawneh. 

These stipulate the employment of Jordanian workers as 
well os the organisation of the local labour market in Jor- 
dan. he said 

In a lecture at Muta University, Mr. Tarawneh attributed 
the current rate of unemployment in Jordan to an increase 
in sludeats graduating from educational institutions, the 
number of foreign workers employed in the Kingdom, the 
natural rise in the national birth rate, migrations from rural 
to urban areas as well a s political circumstances which 
forced thousands of Jordanians to leave the Gulf and return 
to Jordan. 

The secretary general did not specify exact figures of 
unemployed workers in Jordan, however unofficial esti- 
mates calculate the number between 15 and 20 per cent of 
the total work force. 

Jordanians are unemployed either because jobs do not 
exist, because their qualifications do not conform lo jobs 
available or because they do not wish to undertake manual 
job posts currendy filled by foreign workers. 

According to Mr. Tarawneh, a minimum of 275,000 Jor- 
danians currently work abroad while approximately 
250,000 foreigners work in the Kingdom, many of whom 
do so illegally. 

The Ministry of Labour is currently intensifying inspec- 
tions of various institutions and firms to ensure that foreign 
workers hold valid work permits, he stated. 

It is also enforcing regulations which ban foreigners from 
working in various occupations, Mr. Tarawneh affirmed. 

Such regulations have been circulated to various organi- 
sations, and the ministry is seeking work for Jordanians 
abroad, he added. 

In addition, the government is trying to secure loans for 
heads of families from. the Industrial Development Bank, 
tbe Agricultural Credit Corporation, the Employment and 
Development Fund, and the Social Security Corporation to 
help establish small businesses after citizens acquire train- 
ing at Vocational Training Corporation centres, he con- 
cluded. 


Premier briefs Cabinet on recent visits abroad 


AMMAN l Petra) — The Cabinet Tuesday held a regular 
session under the chairmanship of Prime Mirusicr Abdul 
Sulam Majali. 

The premier briefed the ministers on the outcome of 
meetings held Monday and Tuesday between His Majesty 
King Hussein and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat. 

These, he said, focused on the current situation in Pales- 
tine as well as recent Israeli measures such as sealing off of 
the Palestinian seU'-rule areas, the difficult conditions of the 
Palestinian people resulting from the continued closure of 
their territories, and regional danger stemming from two 
suicide bomb attacks in West Jerusalem. 

The following are the contents of the meeting its reported 
by Minister of State for Information Affairs Samir Malawi: 

The prime minister briefed the Cabinet on the outcome of 
his visit to Malaysia in which he deputised for HRH Crown 
Prince Hasson in an international economic conference. 

The prime minister held auxiliary meetings with 
Malaysian officials regarding economic, trade, tourist, 
labour and civil aviation cooperation. 

Dr. Majali then visited the United Arab Emirates in which 
place he discussed maaers pertaining to investments with 
the Abu Dhabi Investment Fund. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Faycz Tarawneh submitted 


two reports, the first of which covered the opening of u Jor- 
danian embassy in Malaysia, in October of this year, as 
well as a second on coordination with the Malaysian for- 
eign minister regarding preparations for a Jordanian- 
Nla lays ion business council meeting. 

Prince Hasson is expected to visit Malaysia and Brunei at 
a future, as yet undetermined, dale. 

Minister of Transport and Telecommunications Bassam 
Sake! described the outcome of a World Bank delegation's 
sis.it to Jordan which detailed issues related to the restruc- 
turing of the national air carrier. Royal Jordanian ( RJ i. 

Minister of Water and Irrigation Munther Huddadin 
reported on the outcome of his recent t isit to Germany and 
talks at the German Reconstruction and Development Bank 
on financing water projects. These, he <ui«J. are slated to 
include the replacement of the Amman water network. 

The Cabinet formed Jordan's delegation to attend a sem- 
inar on reforming civil service in a manner supportive of 
the private sector. 

The seminar is due to be held in Cairo at the end of 
August. 

The Council of Ministers also formed a Jordanian dele- 
gation from the Ministry of Water and Irrigation to partici- 
pate in an international conference on water resources, due 
to he held in Montreal. Canada', in September. 


Guest workers still stranded by penalties 


By Nadia Nlukhlis 

Spec ial in the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment is continuing efforts 
to stabilise its ~ foreign 
work force by granting 
extended grace periods 
and amnesties on dated 
visas and work permits for 
some foreign labourers. 

The last" such measure 
was taken in March, after 
an official visit from the 
then Minister of Labour 
Abdul Hafez Shakhanbeh 
to the International 

Labour Organisation 

(ILO) in Cairo during 
which arrangements were 
ratified during talks with 
Egyptians officials. 

Egyptians unlawfully 
working in the Kingdom 
were given a three-month 
grace period to legalise 
their status or return home 
— the grace period was 
later extended to Aug. 9. 

In the last few years, the 
government. Ministry of 
interior and various-police 
departments have ratified 
and enforced different 
legislation to exempt for- 
eign workers in Jordan 
from penalties for exceed- 
ing their permitted time 
limit. 

These penalties are gen- 
erally tabulated at JD 1 
per day subsequent to the 
legal residency limit. 

Guest workers in Jordan 
are currently estimated at 
300,000 today, officials in 
the Ministry of Labour 
said. 

While Egyptians and 
Syrians are currently 
exempted from paying 
any overstay penalties, the 
less fortunate are facing 
increasingly difficult situ- 
ations. 

According to Director of 


the Ministry of Labour 
Workforce Affairs Depart- 
ment Mohammed Al Akel. 
90 per cent of all foreign 
w ork ers in J< >rdan are 
Egyptians, the rest are 
comprised of workers 
from Pakistan, China. 
India, the Philippines. Sri 
Lanka. Bangladesh and 
Turkey. 

Mr. Shakhanbeh told the 
Jordan Times that current 
records describe the King- 
dom as employing 
approximately 25.000 
workers from East Asia, 
of which, according to 
officials at the Ministry of 
Labour, 15.000 are from 
Sri Lanka and the Philip- 
pines. 

Maria Wiga, 42. a Sri 
Lanka national -married to 
a Sudanese and with no 
legal residency papers is 
an example. 

Previously, in the King- 
dom. she worked as a 
maid and terminated her 
work contract after enter- 
ing her ninth month of 
pregnancy. 

Her family wishes to 
leave Jordan but are 
stymied by penalties they 
have no means of paying. 

Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) and Depart- 
ment of Foreign Residen- 
cy officials expressed 
their willingness to help 
foreign workers with such 
problems. 

A PSD official told the 
Jordan Times that the 
department does deal with 
such cases and considers 
some as ‘"humanitarian.'' 

The procedure is initiat- 
ed by submitting an appli- 
cation for an exemption to 
the PSD which is then 
conveyed to the Minisuy 
of Interior, the official 
said. 


Many pardons for simi- 
lar cases have been 
obtained, he added. 

The minister of interior 
has the authority to reduce 
an overstay penally by JD 
200. a ministry official 
explained. 

Amy Lee Coronado and 
her daughter. Jorgina C. 
Farouk. represent "another 
case. 

Ms. Coronado was five 
' months pregnant when her 
Ghanaian husband aban- 
doned her. 

The Consulate of the 
Philippines in 1995 
requested help from the 
Ministry of Interior but. 
apparently, never received 
a reply. 

Filipino friends formed 
a charity to gather money 
to buy a ticket home for 
the child that she might 
live with her grandpare.ms 
and study. 

The penalties are the 
only obstacle which stand 
in the child's w a v. 

Wort: permits are gener- 
ally provided by the 
employer and problems 
occur when the work visa 
expires and a given 
employee decides to" stay 
in the country. Mr. 
Shakhanbeh said.* 

He was sceptical of the 
efficacy of grace periods, 
however, due to the peren- 
nial problem of workers 
overstaying the time limii 
extended to them. 

“Giving valid work per- 
mits and facilitating their 
renewal may be a solu- 
tion,” he said. 

A Ministry of Labour 
official affirmed that the 
government will now 
strictly apply the law and 
request that guest work- 
ers, without possession of 
a valid work permit, leave 


the country and pay both 
requisite exit fees and any 
other fines which they 
may hu\ e incurred. 

The go\ eminent has 
only exempted Egyptians. 
Syrians unj few other 
Arab nationals front pav- 
ing these penalties. 

Ministry of Labour offi- 
cials declined comment 
on cases of foreign work- 
ers not included in the 
grace periods and 
amnesties. 

In 1996. work permits 
issued to foreign workers 
amounted to less than half 
of those issued in 1995. 
according to the ministry. 

Last year 42.97b work 
permits were issued to 
foreign workers, down 
from" 94.533 in 1995. in 
compliance with measures 
announced by the Cabinet 
lust year to* reduce the 
number of guest workers 
in the Kingdom. 

The Ministry of Labour 
agreed that a foreign 
worker seeking employ- 
ment in Jordan should 
acquire a work contract, 
approved by the ministry, 
before entering the coun- 
try. in accordance with the 
law on residency. 

Police departments in 
the country will begin io 
keep records of all for- 
eigners living in the King- 
dom and asic all employ- 
ers of guest workers to 
report their names to 
authorities and inform the 
station when the labourers 
leave their place of 
employment. 

The Ministry of Labour 
last ■ year urged swift 
action by the government 
and Parliament to enact 
new labour laws in order 
to improve worker condi- 
tions. 


Wadi Musa undergoes face-lift 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 


WADI MUSA— A wave of pink- 
tinted terracotta houses meets the 
curious eye upon entering the vil- 
lage of Wadi Musa — the gate- 
way to the archaeological site of 
Petra. 

Wadi Musa, a village of some 
14,000 inhabitants living in the 
south of Jordan, has undergone 
gradual changes during the past 
two years; the once haphazard 
technicoloured houses greeting 
visitors to Petra have now been 
submerged in coats of pink terra- 
cotta tones. 

Trees and planters have trans- 
formed the once stark and barren 
landscape into a verdant environ- 
ment. 

In the past, tourists who wanted 
to take a closer look by walking 
up and down the village usually 
ended up not knowing which part 
of the street to walk on. Rubbish 
used to litter the streets and dur- 
ing the wet season, soil would 
erode the roads. AU of the above 
made walking and driving in the 
village of Wadi Musa quite an 
unpleasant experience. 

Now, however, stone-retaining 
walls prevent eroded soil from 
being spilled onto the road. Side- 
walks have been constructed 
thereby decreasing the possibility 
being trod upon by horses or hit 
by buses. Benches dispersed 
around the iowd provide a 
moment of respite for the weary 
walker. 

Strolling deeper into Wadi 
Musa and closer to Petra, planters 


become more abundant and per- 
golas made of stone columns and 
wooden beams have a pleasing 
effect on the entrance to Petra. 

Since J 995, the Petra Regional 
Council (PRC), a decentralised 
government body, working under 
the umbrella of the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities, has 
been working on long and short- 
term plans for tourism promotion 
and the protection of Petra. 

The PRC is responsible for six 
major cities and villages within 
the region covering 1. 000 square 
kilometres of land. 

These villages are Wadi Musa. 
El Taybeh. Al Rajef, El Beidah, 
Dlagho. and ‘Urn Saihoun’. Wadi 
Musa is the major city within the 
PRC. 

There are many short and long- 
term strategies for the physical 
upgrading of this area," said PRC 
Director General Dr. Kamel 
Mahadin. 

Short-term plans for Wadi 
Musa focus on a clean-up of the 
town to be financed by the Min- 
istry of Tourism and Antiquities. 

“We (the PRC) have started by 
cleaning up and building some 
retaining walls and dry stone 
walls,” Dr. Mahadin affirmed. 
"We have also been embarking 
on some [renovation] from *Ain 
Musa down the four kilometre 
spine to the Visitors’ Centre.” 

According to Dr. Mahadin, the 
PRC has just concluded a land- 
scaping project facing tbe Visi- 
tor's Centre. This project entails 
constructing a 'one-kilometre 
stretch of sidewalks, benches, 
and arbours. * 


Approximately 8.000 trees, 
vines and poplars have been 
planted along the streets. The 
regeneration of the Wadi Musa 
forests is another major project. 
There are around 600 dunums of 
farmland for olive groves planted 
by locals with JD 2 million allo- 
cated for building proper water 
channels, reconstructing dry- 
stone walls and other related pro- 
jects, according to Dr. Mahadin. 

Another short-term strategy for 
Wadi Musa includes posting 
proper signs, directing tourists to 
various places. Also, the Visitor's 
Centre is now open until 1 1 
o’clock at nighL A professional 
is present there to help visitors 
with any queries they may have. 

An exhibition hall is housed in 
this centre. It shows the major 
excavations taking place at Petra 
and the major hotels there. 

Most of the hotels and tourist 
services are situated at Wadi 
Musa. In 1992. there were two 
hotels at Wadi Musa and now 58 
hotels are found there, varying 
from one to five star hotels. 

In the past there were those 
who demonstrated pessimism as 
to the ability of these horels to 
succeed in light of the seasonal 
tourism Petra receives. 

However, Dr. Mahadin told the 
Jordan Times that "in 1996 Wadi 
Musa was visited by 440,000 
people. The first six months of 
this year witnessed 200,000 
tourists arriving in Wadi Musa." 

“We expect this number to 
increase with the high season in 
September, October, and Novem- 
ber,” he added. “In tbe low sea- 


son tbe hotel occupancy rate is 45 
per cent jumping up to 80 per 
cent during the high season.” 

He described ihe Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities as 
presently working on a marketing 
strategy to increase the number of 
tourists to Wadi Musa. 

Long-term plans include 
investments of JD 6 million in 
Wadi Musa by various ministries. 

During the past two years, die 
Ministry' of Public Works, the 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation, 
the Ministry of Youth and Cul- 
ture. and the Electricity Company 
have contributed to the upgrading 
of Wadi Musa. 

A S23 million World Bank loon 
will be used in the coming three 
years for upgrading the infra- 
structure of roads starting with 
the Desert Highway, (hen 
"Unaizeh. Shobak. and Wadi 
Musa. 

The spine running down Wadi 
Musa will also be improved, and 
the Elgee village is slated for ren- 
ovation. 

The latter falls under the juris- 
diction of the Wadi Musa Munic- 
ipality and consists of six houses 
located in the middle of the com- 
mercial centre of Wadi Musa. 
These houses are to be trans- 
formed into commercial ven- 
tures. 

“Within one month, the PRC 
will tender the souq by the Visi- 
tors’ Centre. A budget has already 
been allocated for the rehabilita- 
tion of the centre.” Dr. Mahadin 
explained. “We are working 
towards creating a Petra Park 
Management unit which will pro- 


vide Petra with park rangers." 

The PRC will receive 25 per 
cent of the entrance fee to Petra 
for the maintenance and upgrad- 
ing of the sanctuary. 

Dr. Mahadin maintained that 
the Petra Prioriry Action Plan, 
established in 1996. puts sustain- 
able tourism at the top of its pri- 
ority list. 

“Under the guidelines of this 
plan, i tourism developments 
should be architecturally-friend- 
Iv,” tie stated. "Hence the pink- 
tinted colouring of the Wadi 
Musa houses, the renovation and 
rehabilitation of the EJaee village 
and the souq, which will blend 
into the surrounding environ- 
ment." 

He affirmed that each project at 
Wadi Musa undergo an environ- 
mental impact assessment bv the 
PRC. 

The archeological site of Petra 
can receive up to 3.000 visitors a 
day. and the PRC aims at keeping 
this number Fixed as an increase 
in capacity could damage the site. 

The PRC is concerned with the 
preservation of Petra itself and 
Dr. Mahadin told the Jordan 
Times that there are currently 
nine excavations taking place at 
Petra, two of which are consid- 
ered to be major projects: 
Archaeologists from Brown Uni- 
versity are excavating. the Petra 
Temple near Qasr Al Bint. 

A Swiss grant has made it pos- 
sible to clean up. rediscover and 
restore the pavement at the Seikh. 
and reconstruct two dams there, 
he concluded. 
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Kinshasa radical opposition 
accused of planning coup 


KINSHASA (AFP) — The 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo’s deputy-interior mi- 
nister Tuesday accused the 
radical opposition of plan- 
ning to overthrow the gov- 
ernment. 

General Faustin Munene 
said in a government radio 
interview that opposition 
leader Etienne Tshisekedi, . 
head of the Union for De- 
mocracy and Social Prog- 
ress (UDSP) party, and An- 
toine Gisenga, head of the 
Unified Lumurabist Party 
(PAL IT), were planning 
"destabilisation acts." 

Both Mr. Tshisekidi and 
Mr. Gisenga were also in 
the radical opposition 
against Mobutu Sese Seko, 
the Zairean dictator over- '. 
thrown in May by the rebel 
movement of Laurent Kabi- 
la, now the country's presi- 
dent 

‘To have relations with 


these people or these parties 
is to have relations with 
Mobutu,” Mr. Munene said, 
warning against ‘'any at- 
tempt at rebellion in the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo.” 

Mr. Munene said the rul- 
ing Alliance of Democratic 
Forces for the Liberation of 
Congo (ADFL) would have 
no dealings with them, 
arguing that during "the war 
of liberation against the 
Mobutu dictatorship their 
leaders did not join the 
armed struggle.” 

He added: ‘These people 
are planning demonstra- 
tions and are manipulating 
young people who loot and 
kill civilians, making them 
out to have links with 
ADFL 1 officials. 

"We Will take very severe 
measures and we ask the 
people to be vigilant," the 
deputy-interior minister 


said. 

In July, Mr. Kabila issued 
a similar warning after what 
he called "the scum of these 
political manoeuvres" de- 
monstrated in Kinshasa. 

Demonstrators from 
PALU and young support- 
ers of the UDSP held rallies 
on July 25 calling for the re- 
establishment of party polit- 
ical activity, which was 
banned by Mr. Kabila in 
May along with opposition 
demonstrations. 

They were also calling for 
the constitution of a nation- 
al unity government and an 
end to the violence and 
insecurity prevailing in the 
capital. 

Mr. Kabila's security for- 
ces killed one person and 
beat and arrested others, 
according to PALU. The 
opposition media had ini- 
tially reported a death toll of 
from four to seven. 


China dusts off liberal 
rhetoric before congress 


BEUING (R) — China’s 
Communist Party, facing a 
crucial congress that will set 
future policies, Tuesday 
dusted off the rhetoric of its 
most liberal reform era, say- 
ing the nation was in need 
of bold experimentation. 

In a front-page commen- 
tary the official party 
mouthpiece, the People's 
Daily, called on the party 
faithful to boldly blaze the 
trail ahead and not to worry 
about whether this was in 
fact a path trodden by capi- 
talists. 

“The most important 
aspect of our national situa- 
tion is that we are in the pri- 
mary stage of socialism,” 
said the commentary. 

“Only by borrowing from 
others can we make im- 
provements" it said. ‘To 
move forward we can only 
liberate our thinkin g and 
blaze the trail ahead" 

The catch-all phrase pri- 
mary stage of socialism” 
has been used to wave away 
concerns that China was 
abandoning its Socialist 
roots and adopting too 
much of what had been vili- 
fied in the past as capitalist. 

The phrase was most 
closely identified with the 
reformist leader Zhao Zi- 
yang, who was toppled in 
1989 in a power struggle 
that ended with the army's 
crashing of the student-led 
pro-democracy movement 


that June. 

Mr. Zhao has been under 
house arrest and out of the 
public eye since be made a 
tearful visit on May 19. 
1989. to student protesters 
in Beijing's Tiananmen 
Square before the crack- 
down. urging them to go 
home and avoid bloodshed. 

Mr. Zhao's successor as 
party chief. Jiang Zemin, 
has been publicly throwing 
his weight behind efforts to 
shake up the lumbering 
state-run sector, which has 
been unable to compete 
with nim bler private rivals 
as China moves further 
along the road to a market 
economy and away from 
Stalinist central planning. 

Mr. Jiang and his allies 
have been edging closer to 
shutting down hopelessly 
inefficient companies or 
selling them off to private 
industry. 

Mr. Jiang, who used the 
phrase “primary stage of 
socialism" in an internal 
speech at the party's main 
training institute in May, 
has been saying he wanted a 
breakthrough this year, 
leading many analysts to 
conclude he would seek an 
endorsement of more pri- 
vatisation at the party con- 
gress, expected in late 
September or early October. 

“China’s leaders feel 
something needs to be done 
about state enterprises,” 


said a diplomat in Beijing. 
“And now is a good time to 
doit.” 

Other analysts agreed, 
adding that the Zhaoist 
• phrase would come in 
handy in fending off oppo- 
sition from the party's con- 
servative wing. 

“This phrase gives you a 
great deal more flexibility 
to experiment.” said another 
diplomat 

Party leaders are now 
holding their annual sum- 
mer gathering at the seaside 
resort of Beidaihe, where 
much of the groundwork for 
the congress is being done. 

‘The biggest challenges 
we face are how to employ 
greater boldness and resolu- 
tion in reforming the old 
system and how to raise to 
new heights the policy of 
opening ro the outside,” the 
People's Daily said. 

The commentary specifi- 
cally referred to the issue of 
privatisation, endorsing the 
actions of some local gov- 
ernment companies that had 
sold off assets to raise funds 
needed to repay debts. 

“In the search for a series 
of deep and far reaching 
reforms of the state sector, it 
is inevitable that people will 
ask ‘is this privatisation?'" 
the commentary said. 

The answer to its own 
question was to recall that 
China was still in the prima- 
ry stage of socialism. 


Patten: China hand diplomats 
not responsible for allegations 


LONDON (AFP) — Chris 
Patten, the former governor 
of Hong Kong, said Mon- 
day he did not believe “Chi- 
na hand" diplomats in the 
British Foreign Office were 
behind allegations be had 
leaked official secrets to a 
journalist. 

“It would be very curious 
if this was being put into 
circulation by certain old 
‘China hands' because all it 
does is to whip up contro- 
versy about events in the 
1980s which 1 think they'd 
like to see the back of,” Mr. 
Patten told ITN television , 
news. 

The former governor, who 
again dismissed the allega- 
tions as “totally without 
foundation” was referring 


to British diplomats in Bei- 
jing who fought his bid to 
strengthen democracy be- 
fore the colony’s return to 
Chinese rule on July 1 . 

Mr. Patten also refuted a 
claim made by Britain's 
opposition Tory Party — of 
which he is a member — 
which said the Labour gov- 
ernment was using the con- 
troversy to divert media 
attention from its own trou- 
bles. T hope that wouldn't 
occur to anyone, to make a 
ridiculous personal attack 
like this in order to achieve 
that objective,” he told ITN, 
speaking from his home in 
the south of France. 

The allegations against 
Mr. Patten surfaced iri last 
weekend's Sunday Times 


newspaper here and are now 
the subject of an official 
British inquiry. 

The paper claimed Mr. 
Patten handed secret infor- 
mation to journalist Jona- 
than Dimbleby, whose au- 
thorised biography. “The 
Last Governor” was pub- 
lished last month with a fly- 
on-the-wall TV series on 
Mr. Patten's five years in 
Hong Kong. 

In his book. Mr. Dimbleby 
says the governor spoke of a 
gentleman's agreement bet- 
ween London and Beijidg to 
renege on assurances that 
Hong Kong's parliament, 
the Legislative Council, 
would be directly elected 
from 1998. 


Pakistan seeks apology from U.S. attorney 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pa- 
kistan called in U.S. Ambas- 
sador Thomas Simons Mon- 
day and said it was still wait- 
ing for an apology from an 
American lawyer whose re- 
marks about Pakistan have 
caused a national outety. 

The remarks were report- 
edly made by Virginia Com- 
monwealth Attorney Robert 
Horan after June's arrest of 
Pakistan's Mir Aimal Kansi 
for his alleged role in a 1993 
shooting spree outside CIA 
headquarters in Langley. Vir- 
ginia in which two men died. 

Ambassador Simons was 
told by the Foreign Ministry 
that the apology was “still 
awaited.” a ministry state- 
ment said. Pakistan has al- 
ready lodged a formal pro- 
test to the U.S. 


Pakistani newspapers have 
quoted Mr. Horan as saying 
in a June 23 television inter- 
view that people in the 
region where Mr. Kansi lived 
were backward and could 
sell their mothers for a far 
lesser amount than the $2 
million award Washington 
had promised for his arrest. 

On Sunday, Prime Minis- 
ter Nawaz Sharif called the 
remarks “uncivilised, irra- 
tional, unwarranted and 
against decent norms and 
values of humanity.” 

On Monday, state radio 
quoted President Farooq 
Leghari as telling local re- 
porters that the attorney’s 
remarks “smelled of ra- 
cism.” 

The Foreign Ministry said 
the LIS. State Department 


had expressed sincere re- 
grets and informed Islama- 
bad that it had advised Mr. 
Horan to retract and issue a 
public apology. 

Mr. Kansi, a native of die 
mainly tribal southwestern 
province of Baluchistan bor- 
dering Afghanistan and Iran, 
was captured by agents of 
the U.S. Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) with the 
help of Pakistani comman- 
dos in a mysterious operation 
that had itself sparked 
protests inside the country. 

Some politicians accused 
Mr. Sharif's government of 
compromising national sov- 
ereignty by handing over a 
Pakistani to a foreign gov- 
ernment without meeting 
legal formalities for extradi- 
tion. 



A nurse in a Phnom Penh hospital attends Tuesday to one of the fourteen people wounded when a grenade 
exploded following an argument between off-duty soldiers at a night club late Monday. Cambodia is awash with 
war weapons after decades of conflict and guns and grenades are easily available on the blackmarket (Reuter 
photo) 


Cambodian refugees return home; nightclub blast toll rises 


ARANYAPRATHET 
(Agencies) — More than 
3.000 refugees who fled 
factional fighting in north- 
western Cambodia last 
week returned home Tues- 
day after fighting ceased 
and the government guaran- 
teed their safety, Cambo- 
dian officials said. 

About 3.360 refugees dis- 
mantled their temporary 
shelters, packed up and 
walked about three kilome- 
tres into Cambodia from 
Thailand's Nongchan vil- 
lage where they had sought 
refuge during last week’s 
fighting. 

“The situation in our 
country has returned to nor- 
mal. there is no fighting in 
our areas and we have guar- 
anteed safety for these peo- 
ple,” Chai SaloL deputy 
governor of Bantea Mean- 
chey fffbvince in northwest- 
ern Cambodia, told repor- 
ters as he came to escort the 
refugees home. 


Some 6.000 refugees fled 
fighting in northwestern 
Cambodia late last week 
between forces loyal to 
ousted Prime Minister Prin- 
ce Norodom Ranariddh and 
strongman Hun Sen. 

The refugee flow into 
Thailand was the first time 
Cambodians had been al- 
lowed across the border 
since before a 1 993 'U.N.- 
sponsored election in Cam- 
bodia. Prince Ranariddh and 
Mr. Hun Sen formed an 
uneasy coalition after that 
poll. 

Many of the refugees 
returned on their own after 
the sound of gunfire ceased. 
Thai army sources on the 
border said two refugees 
who returned Sunday were 
killed and three others in- 
jured after they stepped on a 
landmine in the jungle. 

Sporadic battles have been 
going on in parts of 
Cambodia since a bloody 
July 5-6 power grab by Mr. 


Hun Sen in the capital 
Phnom Penh. 

Thai army sources based 
on the border said the fight- 
ing in northwestern Cambo- 
dia had stopped in the past 
few days and troops loyal to 
Mr. Hun Sen had taken con- 
trol of the area. 

Meanwhile, the number of 
people wounded in a grena- 
de attack on a Phnom Penh 
nightclub rose Tuesday to 
27, with one woman seri- 
ously injured, police and 
hospital officials said. 

'‘Our latest toll of people 
hurt in the explosion is 27, 
with one person badly 
injured.” criminal police 
CoIo.nei Mok Chito, told 
AFP. Earlier, police said 14 
people were injured. 

Six people were still in 
hospital following the at- 
tack late Monday, while the 
rest had been discharged, 
officials said. 

Three men wearing mili- 
tary uniforms hurled a 


grenade into the packed' bar 
on Monday night, according 
to police. 

CoL Mok Chito said it 
was a petty vengeance 
attack by a man dressed in 
military uniform on rev- 
ellers in the nighclub where 
punters had been watching a 
live band. 

“We believe the attack 
was the result of a local 
argument,” he said. “We 
were told that before it hap- 
pened, that a soldier had 
asked some people to toast 
him with their drinks but 
they refused. The attack 
happened after that ” 

He said nobody had been 
arrested in connection with 
the attack, while co- De- 
fence Minister Tea Banh 
said “anybody could wear a 
military uniform.” 

Earlier there had been 
speculation the blast may 
have been politically moti- 
vated. 


Emergency declared in Cambodian province 


PHNOM PENH (AFP)— A 
state of emergency was in 
force Tuesday in three pro- 
vinces in troubled Cambo- 
dia where flooding hit at 
least 155,000 people, leav- 
ing hundreds homeless and 
devastating vital crops, offi- 
cials said. 

The government Tuesday 
declared emergencies in two 
eastern provinces — Stung 
Treog and Kampong Cham 
— after announcing a similar 
step in Kratie province a day 
earlier. 

“We declared emergencies 
as we believe we cannot 
now avoid severe flooding 
in the three provinces as the 
water level is increasing 
fast." said Lira Keang Hot, 
advisor in charge of meteo- 
rology to Second Prime Mi- 
nister Hun Sen. 

‘The government has in- 
formed the authorities in the 
provinces to take serious 
action to rescue flood vic- 
tims and their possessions 
and animals/' he added. 

The mighty Mekong River 


is last approaching “critical” 
levels in two of the three 
provinces, relief workers 
said, following heavy rain- 
storms spawned by Typhoon 
Victor which swept across 
Southeast Asia during the 
weekend. 

The latest disaster was 
causing chaos and destruc- 
tion in the country already 
straggling to come to terras 
with fierce factional clashes 
a month ago which saw one 
of the country's two feuding 
co-premiers toppled. 

“In Kampong Cham, the 
river is reaching the crucial 
level at which it will flow 
right into the province's 
capital." said Uy Sam Ath of 
the Cambodian Red Cross. 

He said in Kratie alone, 
32.200 families comprising 
155.600 people had been 
affected by flooding, while 
51.800 of the individuals 
had been rendered “most 
vulnerable" by the deluge. 

“Already 245 people have 
been forced to flee with no 
shelter, while a lot more 


people have had to move out 
but have been accomodated 
in temples, schools or with 
relatives.” he said. 

No information was avail- 
able for the other two strick- 
en provinces due to commu- 
nication difficulties, but the 
relief boss said the three 
provinces usually flooded to 
similar degrees. 

“Perhaps more worrying 
in the longer terra is that 
people will suffer from food 
shortages in August and 
September as they usually 
survive on their harvests but 
the rising waters have des- 
troyed their production ” he 
said. 

More than 8,000 hectares 
(19.700 acres) of rice and 
red com crops and seedlings 
had already been destroyed 
in Kratie as the harvest sea- 
son approaches. 

Emergency rice supplies 
had earlier been distributed 
by local relief agencies to 
Stung Trcng and Kampong 
Cham, he said, giving locals 
there a buffer against imme- 


didate shortages. 

He said figures released 
by the Meteorological De- 
partment showed the water 
level of the Mekong had 
risen by 0.34 metres over- 
night in Kratie province, 
and was only 0.20 metres 
from the critical level in 
Kampong Cham and 0.50 
metres short in Stung Treng. 

Relief workers said the 
provincial Red Cross was 
supplying plastic sheeting 
for shelter to the homeless, 
bedding, dry clothes and 
cooking equipment. 

But relief workers said 
that despite the problems, 
the annual flooding was not 
the worst to hit the area in 
recent years, although they 
warned this could be “a bad 
year.” “I just hope the wea- 
ther clears up and that the 
flow of the Mekong slows 
enough to give these people 
a chance to rescue their 
lives,” an aid worker said. 


Chechens: Russia owes billions for war damages 


MOSCOW (R) — Chechen 
officials Monday put the 
damage sustained by their 
breakaway region during its 
21 -month conflict with Rus- 
sian troops at 1.500 trillion 
Roubles, Interfax news 
agency said. 

First deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Musa Doshukayev said 
the sum included physical 
and moral damage to Che- 
chenya's population and 
environment, and was based 
on criteria used by the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE). 

“Nearly half of the total 
sum represents moral dam- 
ages but Chechenya will not 
insist that they be repaid if it 


is felt that we are being 
compensated for the materi- 
al losses,” Interfax quoted 
Mr. Doshukayev as saying. 

“We have thoroughly 
studied the Russian consti- 
tution and are convinced 
that by its actions in Che- 
chenya the leadership of the 
Russian federation broke 1 1 
statutes concerning human 
rights,” he added. 

Tens of thousands of peo- 
ple died during the Chechen 
1994-96 war, - which pitted 
separatist guerrillas against 
the Russian army. Cheche- 
nya's economy and infra- 
structure remain devastated, 
despite the signing of a 
peace pact last August. 

That agreement formally 


set aside the question of 
Chechenya’s sovereignty 
for a five-year period, but 
the territory’s separatist 
leaders regard their region 
as already independent. 

As pan of the peace deal, 
the Kremlin pledged to 
plough funds into Cheche- 
nya to rebuild its shattered 
economy, but money has 
been slow in coming. 

Also Monday, Russian 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin met Security 
Council Secretary Ivan 
Rybkin to discuss die situa- 
tion in Chechenya, especial- 
ly financial questions, Inter- 
fax reported. 

It quoted Mr. Rybkin as 
saying Chechen officials 


would come to Moscow on 
Aug. 5 to work out details 
of a planned meeting bet- 
ween Russian President Bo- 
ris Yeltsin and Chechen Pre- 
sident Aslan Maskhadov. 

Last week Chechen Presi- 
dent Aslan Maskhadov sus- 
pended his ministers' talks 
with Moscow in a bid to 
speed up the release of Rus- 
sian funds. 

The move may delay ne- 
gotiations on renovating a 
pipeline intended to cany 
oil from new Azeri offshore 
fields to world markets 
through Russia's Black Sea 
port of Novorossiisk later 
this year. 


Indonesia buys Russian planes, choppers 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia 
announced Tuesday it 
would buy Russian jets and 
helicopters after cancelling 
a deal to purchase U.S. F-16 
fighters over congressional 
attacks on its human rights 
record. 

State Planning Minister 


Ginanjar Kanasasmita told 
a news conference Indone- 
sia would buy 12 Sukhoi 
SU-30K fighters and eight 
MI- 17- IV helicopters. 

ye said the decision was 
“based on a study and com- 
parison of various heli- 
copters and fighter planes.” 


The minister added that 
ideally Indonesia wanted to 
buy 20 fighters. 

“But for the first phase, 
we decided on eight heli- 
copters and 1 2 fighter 
planes. There is a possibili- 
ty we can buy more in fu- 
ture from Russia," he said. 


In June, Indonesia, ange- 
red by U.S. congressional 
criticism of its human rights 
record, cancelled a deal to 
buy nine U.S. F-16jets. The 
government also pulled out 
of a U.S. military education 
and training programme. 


Cuba s; 
U.S. 

..ys.fciua»"-s 

behind M 
hotel bomb 


HAVANA (R) — Cuba said 
Monday that people from 
the United States- were be- 
hind a small bomb ^xplo; 
sion in the lobby of a 
Havana hotel earlier in. the 
day that ii termed a “tems^ 
ist action.” 

The Cuban news agency! 
Prensa Larina quoted aiu 
Interior Ministry statement 
as saying that an exploatat- 
at the Melia Cohiba Hqtefci 
at around 7 am. (HQQK 
GMT) Monday was cabsed'v 
by a small explosive dS§ 
vice. 

The statement, issued late 
in the evening, said the 
bomb caused some 'materi- 
al damage and no injuries. 

Prensa Larina quoted the 
statement as saying the 
characteristics of Mon- 
day’s bomb were similar to 
those of two small bombs 
that exploded July 12 in the 
lobbies of two other Hava- 
na hotels, causing damage 
and slightly injuring three-? 
people. .. 

“These terrorist 
are encouraged, organs 
and supplied, bothin 
rial and in personnel, fiontjl 
U-S. territory,” Prensa 
na quoted the statement i 
saying. " : ,X 

Following the July KBr 
bombs at Havana’s Nacio='' 
nal and Capri hotels, the 
Interior Ministry issued a 
brief statement saying it 
had evidence that the peo- 
ple responsible and the ma- 
terial used in those attacks 
were from the United 
States. 

Authorities have given no 
other details, but it appears 
they suspect hardline Cu- 
ban exile opponents of 
President Fidel Castro’s 
Communist government li- 
ving in the United States. 

The State Department has 
said Cuba should produce 
the evidence it has, or stop, 
making the charge that 
people from the United 
States were involved. 

Monday’s bomb at the 
Melia Cohiba, which is 
owned by the Cuban state 
firm Cuban ac an and man- 
aged by Spanish hotel 
group Sol Melia, appeared 
to have been placed in a 
corner of the hotel’s lobby. 

Authorities prevented 
non-guests from entering 
the hotel and quickly threw 
up a wooden partition 
around the affected area, so 
it was not possible to look 
at the damage behind. 

However a foreign guest 
at the hotel who saw the 
lobby minutes after the 
explosion told reporters 
that he bad seen damage to 
furnishings such as potted 
plants. 

The Palma De Mallorca. 
Spain-based Sol Melia 
group issued a brief state- 
ment Monday afternoon 
saying an explosion had 
caused slight material dam- 
age. It noted the hotel was 
functioning normally and 
was currently full. 

The Melia Cohiba. Hava- 
na's top hotel and situated 
on the Malecon sea-front 
drive in Veda do district, 
was also the alleged target 
of a small bomb in mid- 
April. 

U.S. media reported that 
a bomb went off during the 
night in the hotel dis- 
cotheque, causing damage 
but no injuries. Cuban au- 
thorities never confirmed 
that reported bomb. Offi- 
cials from Sol Melia said at 
the time that there had been 
an explosion but that this 
was caused by faulty gas 
piping. 

The spate of hotel bomb- 
ings. while they have so far 
caused only three slight 
injuries and some material 
damage, are bound to be 
worrying for Cuba as it 
seeks to develop tourism 
and foster an image as a 
safe and orderly place to 
visit. 

Tourism is a leading 
source of foreign exchange 
for the Caribbean island as 
it seeks to emerge from 
economic crisis caused by 
the demise of the former 
Soviet Union. Violent 
crime involving firearms or 
explosives is veiy rare on 
the island. 
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Ski instructor Stuart Diver is pulled from the wreckage of two Australian ski lodges 
destroyed by a landslide at the Thredbo Alpine Village, August 2 (Reuter photo) 

Australian landslide survivor takes 


first steps but no more found 


THREDBO (AFP) — Res- 
cue crews drew a blank 
Tuesday in their search for 
survivors of a landslide but 
a man they dragged from 
the rubble managed his firsr 
few steps on ” frostbitten 
rues. 

Emergency workers spent 
a frustrating day in the 
wreckage of two lodges tom 
from a hillside Wednesday, 
failing to find any more of 
the eight people still unac- 
counted for as bad weather 
closed in. 

“My estimation is that wc 
could still be here until 
maybe next Monday. Tues- 
day," Superintcndant Steve 
Hyman told reporters. 

But ski instructor Stuart 
Diver, who endured 65 
hours in the frozen mud and 
nibble of the landslide that 
has so far claimed 10 lives, 
continued to amaze doctors 
at Canberra Hospital with 
his rapid progress and high 
spirits. 

"We’re delighted to say 
that Mr. Diver today has 
taken his first few steps with 
the assistance, of our staff 
here" medical Direc-tor 
Janet Mould -said: 

In another dose of much- 
needed good news, police - 
revealed that a woman who 
bad been listed as being 
buried in the landslide had 
turned up safe at home. 

At a press conference last 
week, police said the wo- 
man was swept away while 


walking behind her husband 
along a street between the 
two lodges destroyed in the 
disaster. 

But in a statement Mon- 
day. they said they had loca- 
ted the woman who had not 
been caught in the slip, but 
had merely become separat- 
ed from her husband in the 
chaos that followed. 

“The couple rushed out of 
a neighbouring lodge to in- 
vestigate the cause of the 
loud noise.” a police 
spokesman said. 

“(They) worked frantical- 
ly with the first rescue crew 
to arrive at the scene but lost 
contact with each other." 

A misunderstanding oc- 
curred with emergency 
crews when the husband 
told them he did not know 
where his wife was. "The 
rescuers assumed she must 
be missing," he said. 

The couple, identified by 
the Australian newspaper as 
Susan and Mark Green, 
were reunited within two 
hour; and returned to their 
country home. But did not 
realise their mistake undl 
police visired Sunday. 

"Our hearts and prayers 
go out to the victims, their 
families and all those in- 
volved in the rescue opera- 
tion" Mrs. Green. 29. told 
the newspaper. 

The couple had read me- 
dia reports about Che extra- 
ordinary story of a woman 
swept away while walking 


Liberian president 
dead-end job back 


MONROVIA (AFP) — 
Liberia’s President Charles 
Taylor gave a former enemy 
warlord his ministerial job 
back Tuesday, sidelining 
him in what observers dis- 
missed as a dead-end job. 

Mr. Taylor, who launched 
a seven-year civil war that 
devastated Liberia but then 
won elections last month, 
had promised to form a gov- 
ernment of inclusion. 

In nominating "General” 
Roosevelt Johnson as min- 
ister of rural development. 
Mr. Taylor gave his former 
factional rival a ministry 
which lacks even Us own 
premises. 

Monrovia still bears the 
scars of seven weeks of 
looting and fighting sparked 
by Ml Taylor's atlempt last 
year to arrest Mr. Johnson 
on murder charges. 

Mr. Johnson was first 
named named rural devel- 
opment minister during 
peace talks held m Abuja in 


1995 in compensation for 
not obtaining a seat on the 
then six-man Council of 
Slate, a kind of collective 
presidency. 

The Council of Stale 
sacked bun early last year. 

Mr. Johnson first came to 
prominence in - 1992 as a 
commander of the United 
Liberation Movement 
(UL1MO), one of the fac- 
tions which took up arms 
against Mr. Taylor’s 
National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia (NPFL). which had 
launched the country’s civil 
war in December 1989. 

Mr. Johnson later broke 
away to form his own wing 
of the faction, largely made 
up of members of the FCrahn 
ethnic group. 

One of the watchwords of 
Mr. Taylor* s presidential 
campaign was reconcilia- 
tion. He promised to offer 
jobs to factional rivals. 

But of 16 cabinet posts 
nominated so far, only four 


behind her husband, but be- 
cause the story conflicted 
with what happened to 
them, they did not make the 
connection, police said. 

Rescue work gathered 
pace Tuesday ahead of bad 
weather predicted for the 
next two days that could 
impede progress on the 
treacherously unstable dis- 
aster scene. 

"Looking for survivors is 
our most important aspect, 
but we have to be mindful 
that to get to the survivors 
wc have to move a large 
amount of debris,” site Con- 
troller Inspector Don Keene 
told reporters. 

Strong chemicals have 
been brought in tn break up 
the massive 20-tonne con- 
crete slabs that prevent 
crews accessing the nibble 
where more survivors could 
be trapped. 

One slab shifted about 30 
centimetres Monday night, 
Mr. Keene said, forcing res- 
cue workers to clear the site 
for more than three hours — 
a delay that has happened 
regularly during the five- 
day rescue effort. 

State emergency service 
crews worked Tuesday to 
cover the upper part of the 
search area with high-tech 
sheeting, to protect workers 
’from the rain and snow 
forecast for later in the 
week. 

gives 
to ex-foe 

have gone outside the 
National Patriotic Party, the 
parry formed around the de- 
mobilised NPFL. 

One of these was the 
transport portfolio, awarded 
Tuesday to Raleigh Seekie, 
who quit after a row with 
Mr. Johnson last year. 

Like other "opposition” 
appointees, Mr. Seekie is 
considered a close ally of 
Mr. Taylor’s. 

The key portfolios of 
finance, education and 
health have yet to be filled, 
but analysts say they arc not 
likely to be awarded outside 
the NPP. 

in an editorial entitled 
‘‘appointments, we are not 
satisfied,” the independent 
Inquirer newspaper com- 
plained that the cabinet 
nominations do “not have 
any semblance of a govern- 
ment of inclusion, the ful- 
crum for reconciliation as 
Liberia moves from war to 
peace.” 


Western states suspend Bosnia envoy contacts 


SARAJEVO (R) — The 
United States and West Eu- 
ropean states suspended 
contacts with Bosnia’s dip- 
lomats Monday in an effort 
to nuke its ethnically riven 
government divide up am- 
bassadorial posts fairly. 

France, Britain, Sweden, 
Austria and Italy and the 
United States joined an ini- 
tiative launched by Germa- 
ny Sunday. .All are deeply 
concerned by the fallen ng 
pace in implementing Bos- 
nia’s 1995 peace treaty. 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman. James Foley 
said the shelving of contacts 
would not affect economic 
development assistance to 
Bosnia. 

The international commu- 
nity's high representative in 
Bosnia, Carlos Westendorp, 
had recommended the di- 
plomatic freeze after Serb, 
Muslim and Croat leaders 
failed to meet an Aug. I 
deadline for agreement an 
ambassadors. 

Each of Bosnia's factions 
wants the plum post at the 
head of the Washington; em- 
bassy and sources said ag- 
reement seemed to be as far 
away as ever. The factions 
must split 33 ambassadors’ 
posts between them. 

“1 believe that we won’t 
be able to reach a decisiun 
on ambassadors today, bear- 
ing in mind this is a very 
difficult day and we have to 
discuss the law on citizen- 


ship and passports too, 
which is an even harder 
issue. So nothing will be 
decided today.” said Deputy 
Foreign Minister Husein Zi- 
valj, a Muslim. 

“We'll see io the follow- 
ing days if final agreement 
can be reached. We hope it 
will and that we’ll over- 
come this deadlock. But the 
policy paper, the way each 
ambassador would repre- 
sent the country, is an even 
more crucial issue than their 
appointment itself, ” he told 
reporters. 

Diplomatic sources said 
Bosnia's current ambas- 
sadors were all appointed 
by the Muslim-dominated 
wartime central government 
headed by President AJija 
Izetbegovic. That govern- 
ment fought separatist Serbs 
and Croats. 

None of the current am- 
bassadors have been appro- 
ved by the postwar, inter- 
ethnic collective presidency, 
as demanded by Western 
powers, in a clear sign of 
the depth* of mutual suspi- 
cion remaining between die 
factions. 

Key planks of the 1995 
peace accords remain unful- 
filled, including the han- 
dover of indicted war crimi- 
nals to a U.S. tribunal and 
the return of refugees to 
areas run by the faction that 
drove diem out in war. 

The postwar collective 
leadership is deadlocked 


along communal lines on 
key political and economic 
issues that must be resolved 
to enable reconstruction. 

NATO allies set the Au- 
gust deadline at a summit in 
May. Mr. Westendorp said 
he had extended the dead- 
line until Monday because 
good progress had been 
made in negotiations on 
laws governing passports 
and citizenship. 

Mr. Westendorp said that 
for Bosnia’s ambassadors to 
become legitimate, agree- 
ment was needed between 
the country's rival ethnic 
groups. “As from that mo- 
ment, they will be legiti- 
mate representatives of the 
slate." 

A Bosnian government 
official said the Muslims 
were ready to compromise 
by offering Washington to 
someone wbo was neither 
Serb. Croat nor Muslim but 
rather one of the 8.7 per 
cent of Bosnians considered 
to belong to other groups. 

Mr. Zivulj said it was \ iial 
to include the category of 
"others" so the multi-ethnic 
character of Bosnia could 
be preserved. The current 
ambassador in Washington 
is a Jew. 

Meanwhile a senior U.S. 
official had tan words Mon- 
day for Mr. Westendorp. the 
international community's 
representative in Bosnia, 
two days before a high-level 
American trip to the area. 


The senior official said 
that Mr. Westendorp "has 
not spent nearly as much 
lime in Bosnia as we had 
hoped." and disputed a plan 
offered by Mr. Wesien- 
dorp’s office to assign spe- 
cific Bosnian ambassadors 
to various foreign capitals. 

Asked at a briefing whe- 
ther Mr. Westendorp hud 
done anything right, the 
official mentioned only a 
plan to suspend accredita- 
tion for Bosnian ambas- 
sadors. 

The United States an- 
nounced earlier Monday 
that it would go along with a 
brace of West European 
allies who decided not to 
offer accreditation to Bos- 
nian envoys after the fac- 
tions in Bosnia could not 
agree on a disputed law on 
such appointments. 

Asked whether the United 
States was comfortable with 
a Westendorp formula that 
would have assigned a Bos- 
nian Serb ambassador to 
Washington, the official re- 
plied: "We don’t necessarily 
agree with the formula that 
the high representative's 
office has come up with." 

"We do not believe the 
high representative’s office 
should be trying to impose a 
formula telling each of the 
parries w hich embassies 
they get.” the official said, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. “We think the 
parties should reach agree- 


ment on that themselves." 

The official expressed dis- 
appointment with what he 
said was Mr. Wesiendorp’s 
agreement to extend dead- 
lines for legislation on civil 
aviaiion and citizenship, and 
pointedly questioned why 
Mr. Westendorp had not 
spent mare time in Bosnia. 

"We feel that he should be 
present at such a critical 
time in Bosnia, that he 
should be playing the kind 
of role that was expected of 
him when he agreed to take 
this job” the official said. 

The official's comments 
came two days before a tour 
of the area by Robert 
Gelbard. U.S. special rep- 
resentative for implementa- 
tion of the Dayton peace 
accords, and former Bosnia 
peace negotiator. Richard 
Holbrooke. 

The two diplomats were to 
attend a summit in split 
Wednesday with Croatian 
President Franjo Tudjman 
and Alija Izetbegmic. a 
Muslim who chairs the three- 
person presidency of Bosnia. 

On Thursday, the team 
was headed to Sarajevo for 
a meeting with Bosnian of- 
ficials there. Noting that 
Momcilo Krajisnik, the 
Serb member of the three- 
person presidency, had so 
far refused to artend. the 
U.S. official said, "it would 
be a real mistake on his 
pan” to stay away from the 
meeting. 


Germans clean up Oder villages after floods recede 


U.N. envoy: 
Angola’s 
UNITA 
dodges 
peace steps 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Angola’s rebel movement, 
UNITA, has rebuffed bids 
to integrate its territories 
with that of the government 
and other measures neces- 
sary to corolete the peace 
process, the United Nations 
said late Monday. 

Alione Blondin Beye, the 
chief U.N. representative in 
Luanda, and a mediation 
team from Portugal, Russia 
and the United States, con- 
cluded that UNITA “had 
not made any significant 
steps” to implement the lat- 
est Security Council reso- 
lution on the Angola crisis, 
a U.N. statement said. 

Mr. Beye said that the 
mediators had “found un- 
acceptable” an Aug. 3 
UNITA proposal on exten- 
ding the government’s ad- 
ministration to the vast 
areas they controlled, say- 
ing the plan had too “many 
gaps, including dates, for 
completing the extention of 
state administration.” 

The mediators also said it 
was imperative that UNITA 
provided credible informa- 
tion on the state of its army 
and take steps to calm 
down its broadcasts against 
the government. 

After two decades of civil 
war UNITA, the National 
Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola, en- 
tered into a unity govern- 
ment in April with the rul- 
ing MPLA, the Popular 
Movement for the Libera- 
tion of* Angola. But UNITA 
still controls large areas of 
the country, and its fighters 
should have been demo- 
bilised or incorporated into 
a new national army. 

The Security Council has 
threat ed sanctions ag&inst 
UNITA unless iL fulfils its 
obligations under a 1994 
agreement in Lusaka on 
which the peace process is 
based. 

The council said the steps 
demanded of UNITA inclu- 
ded demilitarisation of all 
its forces, transformation 
of its radio station into a 
non-partisan broadcasting 
facility and full coopera- 
tion in normalising stare 
administration throughout 
the country. 

Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan was asked to inform 
the council how UNITA 
was carrying out those 
tasks in a report he is due to 
submit by Aug. 15 on the 
situation in. Angola, where , 
a large U.N. peacekeeping 
operation is rapidly being 
reduced. 


FRANKFURT AN DER 
ODER (R) — Soldiers and 
relief workers started to 
dean up flood-hit villages 
along the Oder River in east 
Germany Tuesday as water 
levels fell back steadily, 
officials said. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl, 
briefly breaking off his an- 
nual summer holiday, was 
due to make a government 
statement in Bonn on aid for 
flood victims and a recon- 
struction plan in the wake of 
the Oder region's worst 
flooding in living memory. 

A flood crisis centre 
spokesman in Potsdam said 
no new tears had appeared 
in flood barriers holding 
back the river overnight and 
water levels, which started 
dropping Sunday for the 
first time in three weeks, 
were still going down. 

But local officials warned 


BELFAST (AFP) — Three 
Protestant parades due to be 
held in Northern Ireland at 
the weekend were ordered 
by police Tuesday to re- 
route away from Catholic 
areas to reduce the possibil- 
ity of sectarian confronta- 
tion. 

The Royal Ulster Consta- 
bulary (RUC) served notice 
on die Apprentice Boys 
Commemorative Marches 
in two Nationalist villages 
and the Nationalist Lower 
Ormeau Road in Belfast, 
saying they could not go 
ahead as planned Saturday. 

The parades were due to 


MARSEILLES (R) — 

Frenchwoman Jeanne CaJ- 
ment, wbo reached the high- 
est age ever documented in a 
human being, died Monday 
aged 122 years and 164 days 
at her retirement home in 
the Provencal town of Arles. 

Calment, who enjoyed 
wine, chocolate and the odd 
cigarette until the end in 
defiance of medical advice, 
died in mid-moming of an 
unspecified cause, accord- 
ing to doctors at the Du Lac 
home where she spent her 
last 12 years. 

Born on Feb. 21. 1875, 
when Lenin was five years 
old, she was a living link 
back to a time without cars, 
telephones, movies or air- 
craft. Her life spanned the 
rule of 20 French presidents. 

“We will never forget this 
marvellous, great lady.” said 
President Jacques Chirac. 

“I will always remember 
the freshness of her spirit, 
her occasionally biting hu- 
mour. her tenderness and 
her generosity... Her secret 
was to remember only the 
best moments and forget all 
the others,” Mr. Chirac said 
in a statement. 

. “She occupied an impor- 
tant place in our history and 
in our hearts," added Prime 
Minister Lionel Jospin. 


residents not to be over-con- 
fident. 

"If the dikes broke now' it 
would be a far worse psy- 
chological blow to the pop- 
ulation than at any time 
before ” Matthias Platzeck. 
the environment minister in 
the state of Brandenburg, 
told Berlin's Inforadio. 

Thousands of soldiers bat- 
tled on tirelessly through 
the night to shore up dikes 
along the Oder which forms 
part of Germany's border 
with Poland 

In the village of Ratzdorf 
at the confluence of the 
Oder and Neisse Rivers a 
clean-up operation was in 
full swing and residents 
who had been evacuated 
were starting to return to 
their homes. 

“We had nearly 6,000 
tonnes of gravel in sandbags 
here, it was a huge amount.” 


be held before the main Pro- 
testant parade by 12,000 
marchers in Londonderry, 
which celebrates the actions 
of a group of apprentices 
wbo spotted an advancing 
Catholic army in 1689 and 
shut the city gates, prevent- 
ing it from falling. 

Such expressions of Unio- 
nist identity are viewed as 
triumphalist and humiliat- 
ing by Nationalists, and 
often provoke confronta- 
tions. 

This year Nationalists in 
the Londonderry estate of 
the Bogside. in the shadow 
of the ancient city walls 


Though blind, virtually 
deaf and confined to a 
wheelchair, the frail, dimi- 
nutive woman remained lu- 
cid and kept . her cheerful 
sense of humour to the end. 
She used to say that a smile 
u’as her recipe for long life. 

“I’ve only ever had one 
wrinkle and I’m sitting on 
it.” she once remarked. "I 
will die laughing.” 

Arles was in mourning, 
said Mayor Micbel 
VauzeLle. 

“She was the living mem- 
ory of our town. She 
brought us comfort and 
hope with her liveliness, 
humour and tenderness. In 
short, we had hoped she was 
immortal," he said. 

The Guinness Book of 
Records listed her as the 
oldest person who ever lived 
and had a birth certificate to 
prove it. 

Calment reached 120 
years and 238 days on Oct. 
17, 1995, passing the oldest 
ever authenticated age of 
120 years and 237 days at 
which Japan's Schigechiyo 
(zumi died in 1986. accord- 
ing to the book. 

It dismissed rival claims 
for lack of documentation, 
including a former Brazilian 
slave, Maria Do Carmen 
Geronimo, who celebrated 


Razdorf s Mayor Ute Petzel 
told the Berlin radio station. 

“It looks chaotic. Techni- 
cal aid workers and soldiers 
are helping to remove the 
sandbags from (he streets. 
People are glad that their 
village is being to go back 
to normal again.” 

Local officials say the 
Oder is dropping by about 
three to four centimetres on 
average per day and will 
need to fall by some 1.5 
metres before residents can 
be sure the worst is over. 

The Oder was swollen by 
the same rains that caused 
flooding in the Czech Re- 
public and Poland last 
month claiming more than 
100 lives and causing bil- 
lions of dollars’’ worth of 
damage. 

Germany has escaped the 
worst of the floods, but 
damage to homes, business- 


over which the main parade 
passes, said they would 
stage a counter parade if the 
earlier parades were not re- 
routed. 

The RUC confirmed 
Tuesday that three parades 
— in the Ormeau Road, in 
Dunloy, in the north of the 
province, and in Ballaghy. 
in the northwest — could 
not go ahead as planned. 

“They may move to other 
villages, but they will. have 
to notify us” said an RUC 
spokesman. 

Nationalist groups wel- 
comed the decision and the 
Apprentice Boys, while ex- 


her 125th birthday last 
March. 

French media said that fol- 
lowing Calmeni’s death, the 
oldest living person was 
now Christian Morrensen, a 
Danish- American due to 
celebrate his 115th birthday, 
on Aug. 16 at a retirement 
home in San Rafael. Califor- 
nia. 

Calment outlived her hus- 
band Fernand Calment who 
died in 1942 — four years 
before their golden wedding 
anniversary — as well as her 
daughter who died in 1934 
and her grandson, a doctor 
who died in 1963. 

“God must have forgotten 
me” she once said. 

Bom into a well-to-do 
family . 10 years after the 
assassination of U.S. Presi- 
dent Abraham Lincoln, she 
met Vincent Van Gogh as a 
giri when the artist came to 
shop at her father's art sup- 
plies store. 

She described Van Gogh 
us "ugly as a louse" and 
“boorish and impolite. I ran 
the other way.” 

Calment reached 65, re- 
tirement age, the year 
France was invaded by 
Hitler's Nazis in 1940. and 
was 70 when French law 
allowed her to vote for the 
first time. 


es and farms has been 
extensive. 

German Defence Minister 
Volker Ruehe said Monday 
some 10.000 troops in- 
volved in securing the dikes 
would stay on to join clean- 
up efforts which had started 
in several villages. 

The federal employment 
office said the government 
would create jobs for 
10.000 unemployed east 
Germans to help with re- 
construction once the threat 
of flooding had subsided. 

President Roman Herzog 
was due to visit villages and 
towns along the Oder River 
to oversee relief operations 
in the flood-stricken region. 
The German government 
has already pledged 200 
million marks in reconstruc- 
tion aid. 


pressing disappointment, 
said they would act within 
the law. Attention now will 
focus on whether Nationa- 
lists call off their counter- 
demonstration. 

Talks between Protestant 
and Catholic groups in Lon- 
donderry to try to ensure the 
Londonderry' parade passed 
off without trouble broke up 
Monday without agreement. 

Last year the British gov- 
ernment banned the Lon- 
donderry march on public 
safety grounds. The Ap- 
prentice Boys were eventu- 
ally allowed to hold it in 
October. 


“Jeanne Calraent’s longe- 
vity is due to genetic factors. 
Her ancestors generally 
lived incomparably longer 
than the average." said geri- 
atric physician Bernard 
Forerte. 

Her resilience kept her rid- 
ing a bicycle until 100. 

■ On her 121st birthday in 
1996, the “doyenne of hu- 
manity" launched an im- 
probable career as a pop ar- 
tist, issuing a compact disc 
entitled “Mistress Of Time" 
on which she spoke to a 
backing of funk-rap, techno 
and dance music. 

Calment famously 

trumped a lawyer who gam- 
bled in a 1965 property deal 
that he could inherit her 
home cheaply. 

When Calment was 90, 
Andre-Francois Raffray, 
then 47, agreed to pay her 
2.500 francs ($400) a month 
until she died, on condition 
he would inherit her house 
in Arles, a system common 
in France. 

Raffray died in 1995, aged 
77, having paid Calment 
more than 900,000 francs 
($143,000) over 30 years — 
three times the value of the 
house. “We all make bad 
deals in life,” she remarked 
on her 120th birthday. 


N. Ireland police re-route three Protestant parades 


World’s oldest person, Jeanne Calment, dies at 122 
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Serving the cause of peace 


IN YET another Jordanian effort to end the stale- 
mate in the peace talks. His Majesty King 
Hussein has delegated His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasson to hold talks with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu on means to rein- 
ject life into the peace talks. 

Jordan’s endeavours, which complement 
Egyptian and U.S. efforts to overcome obstacles 
impeding the resumption of Palestinian -Israeli 
peace talks, stem from the Kingdom’s firm belief 
that countries and peoples of the region have no 
choice but to pursue comprehensive peace. The 
alternative is more violence, more despair and 
more inhumanity. That is something that nobody 
in the region, can, or should have to, live with. 

In launching this new initiative, Jordan is capi- 
talising on tbe high credibility it enjoys on both 
the international and regional levels to help the 
Palestinian people and salvage the peace process. 
Jordan’s commitment to peace cannot be overem- 
phasised and its support for the Palestinian peo- 
ple in their efforts to regain their rights is 
unequivocal. Its effort to help save the peace can 
only be appreciated by all. 

What everybody needs to understand is that 
nobody is doing anybody a favour by bringing the 
peace process back to life. The vital and strategic 
interests of all peoples of the region dictate that 
peace is achieved. Israel in particular should not 
push the Palestinian people into succumbing to 
the policies of despair. As much as it has a right to 
security, Palestinians have a right to live free 
from fear, intimidation and collective imprison- 
ment. 

Israel is not serving its interests or the cause of 
peace by applying collective punishment to the 
Palestinians, dosing the crossing points and 
destroying the Palestinian economy. These mea- 
sures can only hurt people’s interests and result 
in frustration on which extremism can feed. 

Few months ago. King Hussein succeeded in 
securing the agreement on Israeli troop redeploy- 
ment in Hebron. Jordanian efforts played a 
major role in ending a disturbing chapter in 
efforts to bring about peace and stability in the 
region. The visit of Prince Hassan to Israel today 
offers another opportunity for breaking the dead- 
lock in the peace talks. Israel most not let this 
opportunity pass. Achieving a breakthrough in 
these difficult times is a necessity that might 
restore the lost confidence in the peace process. 
This confidence must be shared by the peoples of 
the region. Obviously, the Palestinians cannot 
believe in a process under which their life is put 
on hold for actions for which they are not respon- 
sible. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Arab A1 Yawm demanded that the 
Arab Nation's wealth be used to end the poverty and 
famine facing Arab societies and called on the oil-rich 
countries to invest in the Arab World rather than 
deposit funds in foreign nations, helping them to man- 
ufacture weapons. Taher Adwan said that the Arab 
masses surely require democracy, but they cannot 
enjoy this democracy if they are poor and deprived of 
the basic necessities of life. Individual wealthy Arabs 
and rich Arab countries tend to deposit their huge funds, 
in foreign banks or spend extravagantly on personal 
matters and on unessential things, while many parts of 
the Arab World fall prey to poverty, starvation and 
deprivation, he noted. The writer said that it is painful 
to see poor Arab states face humiliation as they borrow 
from foreign nations for development purposes while 
rich Arab countries spend billions on weapons just to 
keep the Western arms factories working. The writer 
said that while Arab countries' wealth is being looted, 
Arab countries’ water rights usurped and Arab children 
die of hunger and deprivation, tbe rich Arabs spend 
lavisbly to satisfy their own selfish desires or .buy 
weapons that can never protect Arab sovereignty or 
restore occupied Arab lands. 


A WRITER for Al Dustour reflected on a recent press 
report announcing a hike, ranging between 25 and 65 
per cent, in private doctors' fees, saying that the move 
will not only be detrimental to the limited-income 
groups it will also increase the already heavy burden 
on the Health Ministry’s hospitals and health centres. 
Mohammad Daoud said that the suggested rates, as 
approved by the Jordan Medical Association (JMA), 
are bound to cause further sufferings to the poor. We 
realise that the medical sector has been facing's rising 
cost of medical equipment, but the JMA has also an 
obligation to give due regard to the humanitarian con- 
siderations and introduce measures that would not 
make it impossible for the limited- income groups to 
enjoy tbe right to medical care. The increase in the doc- 
tors’ fees, and in the fees of specialists, ought to be a 
moderate and balanced one, taking into account the 
interests of the doctors and toe patients alike, demand- 
ed the writer. He said that toe JMA, which realises the 
difficult economic conditions in the country, should 
take immediate steps to ensure the increases in the doc- 
tors’ fees remain within reason. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


Congress eagerly provides 
extra benefits for Israel 


CONGRESS, REFLECT- 
ING the mood of U.S. pub- 
lic opinion, is usually not 
inclined to grant foreign 
aid. To secure foreign aid 
for new recipients, the 
administration must usual- 
ly wage an intense cam- 
paign to convince mem- 
bers of Congress of their 
value to U.S. interests and 
foreign policy objectives. 

This is not the case with 
foreign aid to Israel, which 
receives the single largest 
amount of such aid grants. 

While the amounts them- 
selves are significant, 
especially for a country as 
rich as Israel, the condi- 
tions under which 
Congress awards aid to 
Israel are even more inter- 
esting. Oftentimes 

Congress goes beyond the 
administration's request 
for Israel and makes spe- 
cial provisions that are 
excessive and not known 
by most Americans. Two 
examples follow: 


Foreign Operations 
FY98 Appropriations 
Bill 

(H.R. 2159) 


The Foreign Operations 
Appropriations for FY ‘98 
provides over $3 billion in 
aid to Israel; $1.8 billion 
through the Military 
Financing- Programme 
(MFP) and $1.2 billion 
through tbe Economic 
Support Fund (ESF). plus 
an additional $S 0 million 
for refugees from the for- 
mer Soviet Union. At the 
same time, it provides $75 
million for the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

According to a special 
provision in this year’s leg- 
islation, $ 1.2 billion from 
toe Economic Support 
Fund are to be “provided to 
Israel as a cash grant with- 
in 30 days of the signing of 
this act” (emphasis added) 
rather than held by toe U.S. 
until formal proposals are 
tendered requesting specif- 
ic dollar amounts. 

This is contrary to U.S. 
practice with every other 
recipient nation. It places 
Israel in a unique position 
and, in fact, increases the 
amount of aid Israel 
receives as it is allowed to 
invest said “cash grant” 
until needed and collect 
the ’ interest thereon. 


Additionally, since the aid 
is given up front in the 
form of a cash grant, there 
are no AID or GAO 
accounting procedures 
required. The Israeli aid 
programme is the only one 
exempted from any such 
supervision. 

Typically, recipients of 
MFP grants are required to 
use the funds for toe pur- 
chase of American goods 
from U.S. companies; 
Israel is the only exception 
allowed to this rule. 

here, once again. 
Congress' one-sided 
excesses are clearly appar- 
ent 

Of the $1.8 billion, $475 
million “shall be available 
for the procurement in 
Israel of defence articles 
and defence services” 
(emphasis added), reliev- 
ing Israel of the require- 
ment that the funds 
received be used for the 
purchase of American 
goods and depriving 
American companies of 
the benefits of these 
prospective sales. In effect 
Congress is providing a 
subsidy to the Israeli arms 
industry. 

And as if these excep- 
tions for Israel were not 
one-sided enough, the 
105 th Congress creates 
even greater imbalance by 
seeking to impose new 
conditions and restrictions 
on the disbursement of any 
U.S. aid to the 
Palestinians. Congressman 
Jim Saxton's (Republican 
from New Jersey) amend- 
ment to H.R. 2159 states 
that “the PLO should do 
far more to demonstrate an 
irrevocable denunciation 
of terrorism,” before 
recdWing any future U.S. 
aid. 

Among the more exces- 
sive requirements enumer- 
ated in the Saxton 
Amendment are that “the 
PLO cease all anti-Israel 
rhetoric which potentially 
undermines the peace 
process". essentially 
requiring that the PNA sus- 
pend free speech. At toe 
same time, the amendment 
calls on toe PNA to 
“respect civil liberties, 
human rights and democ- 
ratic norms as applied 
equally to afr persons 
regardless of ethnic, reli- 
gious or national origin.” 


Such requirements strain 
credibility because they are 
so blatantly one-sided and 
contradictory: on the one 
hand, toe PNA is told to 
restrain free speech while, 
on the other, it is required 
to respect civil liberties. 

Even more outrageous 
are the extensive permuta- 
tions that any potential aid 
to the Palestinians must go 
through even after all the 
aforementioned require- 
ments have been met. The 
language of toe Saxton 
Amendment states that 
“funds appropriated or oth- 
erwise made available by 
this* Act may be obligated 
for assistance to the PLO 
or the PNA only for the 
period beginning three 
months after the date of the 
enactment of this Act and 
for six months thereafter.” 
and only if a number of 
very specific conditions 
are met. 

These conditions amount 
to nothing less than con- 
gressional micro-manage- 
ment of U.S. grants to toe 
Palestinians. In addition to 
various conditions 

imposed on the PNA, the 
Saxton Amendment if 
passed, greatly encumbers 
toe administration with 
numerous monitoring and 
reporting requirements. 

For three decades now. 
U.S., international and 
even Israeli human rights 
organisations have called 
on the government of 
Israel to honour both U.N. 
and international laws 
regarding tbe Palestinians 
living in toe occupied West 
Bank and Gaza. 

These respected human, 
rights groups have reported 
(and continue to report on) 
extensive wide-ranging 
Israeli violations of inter- 
national . law. and 
Pales tinian rights through 
such practices as: - ' - ■ ' . 

— use of excessive force 
to quell disturbances; 

— torture and inhumane 
treatment of prisoners; 

— administrative deten- 
tion without charges or 
trial; 

— collective punishment 
of innocent civilians. 

After turning a blind eye 
to Israeli abuses of 
Palestinian rights for thirty 
years. Congress has now 
discovered toe value of 
Palestinian human rights. 


This is important, but it 
will only be meaningful it 
if is applied to Israel as 
well as to the PNA. 


Additional aid 
given to Israel 


In addition to toe normal 
’ aid requests of $3. 1 billion. 
Congress has found ways 
to pile on extra benefits for 
Israel by attaching amend- 
ments to toe budgets of toe 
other departmental budgets 
of the federal government 
There are sometimes 
Israeli add-ons in the 
Commerce Department 
budget (to support U.S.t 
I sraeli hi-tech cooperation) 
and to the Agriculture 
Department budget (to 
support Israel’s agricultur- 
al and water-use project). 
Nowhere are there add-ons 
more pronounced than in 
the Pentagon’s budgeL 
The following report was 
compiled by Sean Twing, a 
reporter and editor for The 
Washington Report on 
Middle East Affairs: 

The House recently 
passed HR. 1119. toe 
Defence Department 
Authorisation Bill for fis- 
cal year 1998. with an 
additional $81 million 
added for the purchase of 
Israeli produced or co-pro- 
duced defence products 
that toe Pentagon did not 
ask for, broken down as 
follows: 

— $39 million for 
Israeli-produced missiles. 
These missiles were not 
requested by the Pentagon. 

— $20 million for reac- 
tive armour tiles to retrofit 
Armoured Personnel 
Carriers. This money was 
part of an additional $53 
million added to toe pro- 
gramme beyond that 
requested by toe Pentagon. 

— $22 million to outfit 
U.S.-'Air Reserve and Air. 
National Guard F-16s with 
Israel’s Litening naviga- 
tion and targeting pod. 
This money, again not 
requested by the Pentagon, 
is particularly irksome 
because there is a superior 
American-produced sys- 
tem that fulfils the same 
functions as Litening. 

The Senate’s Armed 
Services Committee also 
added $65 million more to 
the Defence Authorisation 
Act, in addition to money 


already added by the 
House. This additional 
funding breaks down as 
follows: 

— $15 million for 
Israel’s Arrow anti-tactical 
ballistic missile (similar in 
function to the Patriot mis- 
sile of Gulf war fame), in 
addition to the $38.7 mil- 
lion already requested by 
toe Pentagon for toe Arrow 
programme. Since the 
Arrow’s inception in 1998, 
the U.S. has funded in 
excess of $650 million for 
the missile that Pentagon 
officials repeatedly have 
said they have no intention 
of buying because it does 
not meet U.S. operational 
requirements. 

— $45 million for toe 
Tactical High Energy 
Laser (THEL), in addition 
to toe $16.5 million origi- 
nally requested by toe 
Pentagon. 

— $5 million extra for 
toe Boost Phase Intercept 
(BPI) programme. Tbe 
Pentagon requested $12.9 
million for toe programme 
this year. Last year the 
104th Congress appropri- 
ated $24.3 million for BPI 
research, even though toe 
Pentagon asked for only 
$9.3 million for BPI. 

It is important to point 
out thar these extra funding 
provisions are in addition 
to Israel's annual $3 billion 
aid package from the 
United States, and in addi- 
tion to money for Israeli 
products and joint U.S.- 
Israeli ■ projects already 
funded by toe Pentagon. 

If the legislation passes 
as it has been marked-up 
by the House and Senate, 
toe 105th Congress will 
add $146 million to tbe 
Pentagon’s budget, in addi- 
tion .:.to . $ 68. 1 million 
already requested by, the 
-Pentagon.* Therefore, U.Si 
taxpayers will contribute 
an additional $214.1 mil- 
lion to Israel in indirect 
foreign aid. 

These extraordinary 
exceptions and benefits 
given to Israel require 
explanation. Why is 
Congress so inclined to 
give such excessive and 
one-sided benefits to Israel 
while, at the same time, 
pursuing what appears to 
be a vendetta against the 
Arabs? 


Vietnam: The tiger gets off the bicycle 


By G wynne Dyer 


“WE SHOULD not beg for 
help from foreign capitalists, 
but improve management and 
policy-making so as to serve 
tbe interests of toe national 
economy and create condi- 
tions to compete with devel- 
oped capitalist economies.” 

A slogan from a Stalin-era 
Soviet Communist Patty 
Congress approving another 
5-year plan? An exhortation 
from some little Red Book- 
waving fanatic during 
China’s Cultural Revolution? 

No. It was said in early July 
by Nguyen Van Linh, head of 
the Vietnamese Communist 
Party from 1986 to 1991 and 
the “father” of the reforms 
that started Vietnam down toe 
road to a market economy. 
And Linh, now S2. would not 
condemn “unfair” competi- 
tion by foreign investors and 
urge the government to pro- 
tea local industry without the 
backing of powerful figures 
in the regime. 

On the surface. Vietnam’s 
opening to tbe outside world 
is still official policy. Post- 
modern office blocks and 
hotels have erupted in both 
Hanoi and Saigon (officially 
renamed “Ho Chi Mi oh 
City”, but that is as futile as 
trying to rename Bombay 
“Mumbai”). The rush-hour 
crowds that surge through 
both cities still move on a tide 
of bicycles, but toe steady S 
per cent annual economic 
growth seems to justify the 
optimistic phrase “tiger on a 
bicycle”. 

Moreover, this month's 
elections for the National 
Assembly were less tightly 
controlled than anv before. 


The vast majority of the 450 
people elected were loyal 
Communists, but three gen- 
uine independents won seats, 
including a Catholic bishop in 
central Nghe An province and 
a prominent doctor in Saigon 
who once served in toe U.S- 
backed South Vietnamese 


army. 

‘Tran Thanh Trai was elect- 
ed... regardless of his previ- 
ous record," said toe official 
announcing the election 
results on July 28. in an 
unconscious demonstration 
of the ruling party's ambiva- 
lence about “opening” the 
economy and toe society. A 
little bit of opening is clearly 
a good thing that brings in 
both money and praise — but 
too much could threaten toe 
regime itself. 


last year. when the 
Communist Party launched a 
“cultural purity” campaign 
against foreign consumer 
goods and advertising styles. 
Censors painted out Coca- 
Cola's billboards, censured 
the Philippines brewery San 
Miguel for implying that 
sharing a beer is a sign of 
friendship, and banned toe 
bra ads of toe German-based 
Triumph company for pruri- 
ence. 

Beyond these symbolic dif- 
ficulties, real problems were 
forcing foreign companies to 
rethink their investments: vast 
amounts of red tape that 
delayed official approval of 
new projects for months or 
yeans: pervasive corruption; a 
sketchy and unpredictable 
legal system; utterly inade- 
c 


“ Vietnam was never a i very persuasive 
economic “ tiger ” anyway . Average per 
capita income in Vietnam is about the 
same as in desperately impoverished 
Burma .... Moreover, it was never certain 
that the regime was really serious about 
change 




The first people to feel the 
wind shift were toe foreign 
investors who started sniffing 
around Vietnam in toe early 
90s, and then flooded in after 
toe United States ended its 
trade embargo in 1994. At 
one point in 1995, two new 
international companies were 
setting up in Vietnam each 
week — but this year, there 
have been many more leaving 
than arriving. 

The first big shocks came 


quate infrastructure from 
roads to telephones. Then on 
top of that came clear signs of 
government hostility. 

Last year’s Communist 
Party congress bristled with 
Marxist rhetoric and called 
for closer state control of toe 
economy. Nobody intends a 
foil return to the old centrally 
planned economy, but it is 
becoming clear toaL toe appa- 
ratchiks will not allow the 
huge bureaucracy that was 


created to run that economy 
to be dismantled, because that 
is where their jobs are. 

If Vietnam must grow more 
slowly economically in order 
to avoid challenges to their 
monopoly of political power, 
they will willingly pay that 
price. (More precisely, their 
fellow-countrymen will pay 
it, but never mind.) Nguyen 
Von Linh’s recent outburst is 
only one Of many signs that 
toe party membership is com- 
ing to precisely that conclu- 
sion. This tiger is getting off 
toe bike. 

Vietnam was never a very 
persuasive economic “tiger’' 
anyway. Average per capita 
income in Vietnam is about 
the same as in desperately 
impoverished Burma, and 
between a fifth and a tenth of 
what it is in Indonesia, 
Thailand, the Philippines and 
Malaysia, toe other big coun- 
tries in toe region. Moreover, 
it was never certain that the 
regime was really serious 
about change. 

The self-serving, self-per- 
petuating Communist Parry 
that has ruled northern 
Vietnam for fifty yeare, and 
the entire country for toe past 
two decades, only embraced 
economic reform because it 
had to. Three-digit inflation, 
rural hunger and looming 
economic collapse forced it 
into economic restructuring 
in 1986. Then the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, its main 
source of foreign aic£ pushed 
it further down that road. 

So Vietnam's currency was 
devalued to a realistic level 
and farmers got their land 
back, and the regime passed a 
liberal investment code to 
attract foreign money. 


Inflation fell the country 
returned to its traditional role 
as. a net exporter of rice, and 
foreign firms flocked in. But 
that was then, and this is now. 

“The reforms of toe 1980s 
were absolutely necessary for 
toe country to stay afloat,” 
said a Hanoi-based diplomat. 
“Now, there is much less 
urgency for toe government." 
Tbe people in power fear 
(probably rightly) that an 
unbridled free market would 
erode their political power, 
and now the crisis has reced- 
ed. 

So when the new National 
Assembly meets In 
September, the government 
will probably call a bait to 
further economic change. 
And the man tipped as new 
Communist Party chief is Le 
Kha Phieu, a conservative 
with close links to the armed 
forces. 

Vietnam, like Burma, is 
being sacrificed to toe inter- 
ests of a relatively narrow 
elite (Communist in one case, 
military in toe other, but it 
scarcely makes a difference). 
And will toe 75 million 
Vietnamese accept it? They 
have little choice. 

Reports from remote Thai 
Binb province this month talk 
of angry farmers demonstrat- 
ing against poverty and cor- 
ruption, fighting toe security 
forces, even burning the hous- 
es of local Communist offi- 
cials. That sort of thing hap- 
pens occasionally in even toe 
most tightly controlled states 
when people get desperate 
enough. But the Vietnamese 
Communists can probably 
hang onto power for at least 
another decade if they do not 
lose their nerve. 
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By Ali Kassay 


ONE OF the most popular 
pastimes in Jordan is moni- 
toring world news, from 
dawn to dusk, Jordanians of 
all walks of life can be seen 
with their ears glued to a 
radio receiver, dying to learn 
what has been happening in 
the world around them. Nor 
are they contented in this 
quest to get their orforroaiion 
from one source. Whether 
they work in a profession that 
requires constant monitoring 
of events or not, you will find 
that most Jordanians follow 
avidly the bulletins of two or 
three stations. 

In keeping with this trac- 
tion, I settled down two days 
ago at eight o'clock in the 
evening to watch die Arabic 
news bulletin on Jordan 
Television. Towards the end 
of it we were treated to a fea- 
ture ra home economy that 
started off intrigumgly 
enough, 

Tbe announcer kicked off 
by informing us that all gov- 
ernments in the world have 
one thing in common, the 
need to prepare an annual 
budget Similarly, 1 m added, 
every family has a similar 
need to prepare one. and to 
keep its spending within its 
means. This was fair enough, 
we thought to ourselves, but 
what was be trying to tell us ? 

To drive the point borne, we 
were shown a succession of 
interviews in which honest, 
hard-working country folks, 
assured us that they do not 
spend more than they have, 
and described various strate- 
gies thar they follow in order 
to cope with incidental 
expenses, like the Eid, such 
as making their purchases a 
month in advance of the 
happy event So far so good. 
When revenue is in short sup- 
ply, people resoruo imagina- 
tive belt-tightening measures 
. in order to make ends. meet. 
This is plain fact but we were 
still wondering what was the 
message to convey which tbe 
news department of Jordan 
Television devoted so many 
minutes of news time. 

The answer came in an 
interview with an urbane 
looking gentleman who 
expressed his regret that 
unlike older people, particu- 
larly in the country, young 
urban professionals are less 
apt to keep their expenses 
within their income, perhaps, 
he speculated, because they 
believe that they have greater 
needs. I suppose they are 
guilty of expecting to eat a 
regular and balanced diet out 
of (heir honest work- More 
than that they know too well 
what to hope for. Peculiarly 
enough, no one saw fit to ask 
him whether young urban 
professionals were not enti- 
tled to higher expectations 
than their ancestors after the 
investment they put in gain- 
ing education. Moreover, 
what is the progress of a 
nation if not an improvement 
in people's standard of living 
from one generation to the 
next ? 

But toe question that was 
being addressed did not con- 
cern the healthy and legiti- 
mate ambition for a better 
life, that is so often described 
as the right of every 
Jordanian. The journalist was 
striking a blow against toe 
phenomenon of debauchery 
that is creeping into our hon- 
est and sober society, an 
example of which was 
demonstrated by toe last 
interview. Tbe speaker, an 
elderly rural gentleman, criti- 
cised toe young for insisting 
on having luxury items, such 
as chairs, in their houses, and 
even cupboards where they 
keep their clothes, when his 
own mother used to roll her 
spare clothes into a bundle 
which she used as a pillow 
during the night 
This is indeed a fine exam- 
ple of the way to a bright and 
happy future. In fact it ray 
be a good idea to take this 
approach to its logical con- 
clusion by enjoining 
Jordanians to follow toe vir- 
tuous example of our earlier 
ancestors. the greatest 
economisers of them all. who 
reduced their expenditure 

considerably by living in 
caves and fabricating their 
implements out of flint 
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Crown Prince visits Israel 
in bid to revive peace talks 


Crime wave turns resort into battleground 


<Ufi } 
gov. 
hat* 

J- iht 
innud 
dded. 
iraihr ' 

rod to 
Jin it 
tough, 

W; 

ne,vk« 
ion of 
lonea _ 
folks, f 

hat 

straie- 

cwder 


vtto 

ila 

anicu- 

VOIHB 

re bs ** 
,/ww. 


arabajaatfor is reported to 
have lasted for more than 
three boms. 

Ml Arafat added .that, 
because of .aghUfoy 
^egc. PaJesuniun cities are 
rowing short of food and 
medicine. He called upon 
Arab cpmrtne* to help the 
.Rakstiniaiu in tjfe coar . 

He said that Israeli securi- 
ty investigators have con- 
firmed to- Palestinian secu- 
rity officials that the two 
suicide bombers . were not 
from the West Bank or 
. Gaza - Strip and said 
asstimpdons are that the 
assailants came from out- 
side, the Palestinian territo- 
ries. 

“ft is clear that the objec- 
tive fhehind doe siege) is to 
hit the peace process and to 

humiliate die Palestinians," 

said Mr. ArafaL “Bin I say 
to Netanyahu that he is stiU 
new at politics. He does not 
know the Palestinian peo- 
ple. He spent his whole life 
outside Israel. I warn to tell 
him that nobody can 
degrade the Palestinian 
people,” Ml Arafat said. 

He Urged the U.5., Euro- 
pean Union (EU). Japan 
and Norway u> intervene in 
the mediation efforts to 
ensure die resumption of 
peace talks. 

Mr. Arafat reiterated the 
PNA‘s position in denounc- 
ing the Jerusalem blasts 
and said that he will never 
allow anyone to plan and 
launch terrorist acts against 
Israeli civilians from Pales- 
tinian soil. 

The Palestinian leader 
said the PNA has called for 
an urgent meeting of the 
22-member Arab League 
and the United Nations 
Security Council to discuss 
the latest "Israeli measures 
against Palestinians.” 

Mr. .Arafat said that the 
“Israeli violations" .were 
not merely against agree- 
ments signed between the 
two sides, but also were 
violations of the human 
rights of Palestinians and 
international laws. 

Dr. Majali said Jordan 
and other Arab states 
should use their good rela- 
tions with the EU to 
“reduce the suffering of the 
Palestinian people.” He 
added that Arab countries 
should extend economic 
help to the Palestinians at 


foissiage, 4 ■ . 

The premier urged the 
Palestinian . people to 
remain steadfast “behind 
their leadership and avoid 
. all differences” to over- 
come the crisis, 

“The Israelis and the 
Palestinians are locked up 
over big differences in 
views, bur in the last few 
days uce have witnessed 
some moves and we Felt 
some desires oq both sides 
towards a compromise.” 
said Dr. Tarawueh in the 
interview with Jordan T.V. 

Referring to. bomb attacks 
in Jenisatan, the foreign 
minister said: “The attack 
was a human disaster but 
the subsequent measures by 
the Israelis have created 
another difficult humanitar- 
ian situation ” 

Dr. Tarawneh added: 
“When Israel seals off 
Palestinian cities, it is pre- 
venting the movement of 
people and preventing food 
and medicine from reach- 
ing the Palestinians” 
adding that “even the U.N. 
sanctions on Iraq have 
excluded food and medi- 
cine.” 

He noted that 70 per cent 
of the PNA* s funds are 
channelled through Israel, 
but Israel has slopped die 
procedure and blocked 
international crossing 
points on the Jordon River 
and at Rofah. 

Dr. Tarawneh expressed 
hope that U.S. envoy Ross 
will not come here only to 
discuss the situation but to 
pave the way for the 
resumption of negotiations 
since foe U.S. is the spon- 
sor of the peace process and 
is responsible for putting 
matters in their right per- 
spective. 

Referring to Jordanian- i 
Egyptian contacts, he said ; 
that the King has instructed j 
him to maintain contacts ! 
with Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa so that 
coordination can be main- 
tained between the two 
sides,- noting that he has > 
been in contact with Pales- 
tinian officials- including 
Mahmoud Abbas and Nabil 
Shaath and the Israeli For- 
eign Minister David Levy. 

“It is regrettable that after 
seven years on the Madrid 
Conference we remain at 
the initial stage and we are 
moving slowly,” Dr. 
Tarawneh said.' 


Elections set forNovember 4, 

. pposition remains in disunity 


(Coatftmed from page 1) 

said “We welcome talks with the 
Islamists, biff not cm the essential 
parts of the Constitution and the 
law.-’ 

Thus fin; the IAF has been 
joined in die boycott by the Jor- 
danian People's Democratic 
Party (A1 HasbdX the Ionian 
Arab Constitutional Bom, the 
National Action firm! and AJ 
Anssr. 

Six other parties have main- 
tained a position of “conditional 
participation" — they will partic- 
jpatepeoding a government deed- 
sign to meet several conditions 
delineated in a memo submitted 
to the Higher Committee for 
CoaiitinatfonAnxi^Oppostion 
Parties. 

The main difference between 
the two opposition camps Iks in 
the issue of the one-man, one- 
vote system: thelAFandoompa- 
ny demand this clause in the eke- 
taral law be abolished white foe 
second group of six has not made 
^eir pankdpaiioa contingent on 
tins. 

One party member from “foe 
onteokfed six" was quoted yes- 
terday as saying that the demand 
of the boycotting parties id abol- 
ish foe ape-map. one-vote clause 


lpgue agenda was a “condition to 
stop foe dialogue, not start it." 

The general sentiment among 
both caries, however; is that ail 

eleven parties ' are waiting fen- the 


government to extend its hand to 
the opposition. 

“We have not yet met with foe 
government, but we are certainly 
ready,” said Khalil Harirtarirn, 
Lower House deputy represent- 
ing foe Jordanian Arab Ba’afo 
Socialist Party’, one of the six par- 
ties st&D indecisive over the boy- 
cott issue. “But if foe government 
wants &o meet, and is serious, let 
them caD ns," 

A source from foe IAF yester- 
day expressed a similar senti- 
ment. 

'The IAF may go with the five 
to a dialogue," foe source told foe 
Jordan Tiroes. “But we haven’t 
made any request [to meet Dr. 
MajatiJ. The prime minister said 
that any party could ‘meet’ him, 
but he hasn’t invited us, and a 
orating is not the same as a efia- 
logue. Wc maintain that we are 
ready as soon as we receive an 
invitation." 

Mr. Nahas also said that foe 
five were prepared to start a dia- 
logue, but *T don’t know if it is 
[the paries] who should take the 
initiative." 

Mt Nahas conceded that a firiK 
me to reach a concensus among 
the deven parties did reflect dis- 
unity among foe opposition that 
is only retevam “to [foe ejections] 
issue." However, he added that 
he was not hopeful that die 
remaining six parties would fol- 
low stol 

“1 think their final deefcion will 
be to participate," he said. 












By Din* Shiloh 

NET ANY A, Israel — Sit- 
ting at one of the many 
calcs on the main square 
in the seaside resort of 
Netanya, a stranger might 
imagine being in the most 
peaceful town in Israel. 
Children eat ice cream 
and tourists sip iced cof- 
fee bs beach-goers drift 
lazily by. 

In fact, this sleepy 
Mediterranean town, with 
its clean beaches and 
unpolluted air is fast 
becoming Israel’s crime 
capital. In May, Alex 
Dubitsky. the “gambling 
king” of Netanya, was 
shot dead by a motorcy- 
clist as he sal drinking 
coffee with friends in the 
same quiet main square. 
It was the town's seventh 
assassination in 18 
months. * 

On one day in mid-July, 
eight market stalls, a car 
and a shop were burnt 
down. Police said the 
attacks were a result of 
the owners aot paying 
protection money to 
criminal gangs. Mobsters 
are also controlling gam- 
bling, prostitution and 
money-laundering rings. 

Crime on this scale is 
unusual in Israel. Despite 
the threat of terrorist 
attacks, the crime rate has 
always been relatively 
low. Murders in broad 
daylight were confined to 
the cinema screen — at 
0.5 per 100,000 people, 
the number of intentional 
homicides is the lowest 
among industrialised 
countries listed by the 
World Bank — and the 
kind of random violence 
found in big American 
cities was unheard of. 

But things are chang- 
ing, and the fear is that 
Netanya. north of Tel 
Aviv, could be providing 
a foretaste of things to 
come in the rest of the 
country. Some commen- 
tators say the rise in die 
crime rate — 6-5 per cent 
between 1995 and 1996 
— is a result of increas- 
ing prosperity and a 
wealth gap. 

“When a country is 
modernised, there is a 
growing gap between 
those who have and those 
who don’t,” says Giora 


Rahav, a sociology pro- 
fessor at Te! Aviv Univer- 
sity. 

^Israel has always had 
crime, just not as much as 
Western societies because 
Israel was lagging behind 
in terms of development. 
Now Israel has caught up. 
so there is more crime. 

Resort towns such as 
Netanya are a favourite 
haunt of criminals 
because holidaymakers 
bring in money and spend 
it on leisure activities 
including gambling. • 

Netanya is a typical 
resort mixture of tourist 
hotels, smart, upmarket 
housing and low-grade 
tenements. Its 170,000 
residents constitute a fur- 
ther diversity. Walking 
along the streets, one 
bears an eaual amount of 
French, Hebrew and 

Russian spoken. 

“Precisely because we 
are a resort town, there’s 
a great gap between the 
rich visitors and the poor 
locals," says Uri Arazi, a 
journalist covering the 
Netanya-area for the daily 
newspaper Ma’ariv. 

Some local people 

blame die crime wave on 

Russian immigration. 
Israel, a country of 5.6 
million, has absorbed 

about 700,000 immi- 

f rants from the former 
oviet Union in the past 
seven years. As in all pre- 
vious waves of immigra- 
tion, the newcomers 
breed resentment and 
anger among some 
Israelis. 

“These Russian people 
come here (and) bring all 
kinds of bad stuff with 
them,” says a sea-front 
stallholder, Shimon, who 
sells beach balls, cold 
drinks and ice creams. 

Russians are often 
accused of bringing with 
them prostitution and 
gambling. 

“This is nonsense ” says 
sociologist Rahav. “There 
is absolutely no indica- 
tion that the influx of 
immigrants has con- 
tributed to the rise of 
crime. Even if Russians 
do run some of these 
crime rings — and I am 
not saying they do — 
they are just replacing the 
old ones, not creating 
new ones.” 


Arazi agrees. “You 
can’t really blame the 
Russians,” he says. “The 
crime was here before 
they came. It has just got 
worse. I don’t think the 
police have really been 
able to deal with it." 

Talk of police inadequa- 
cy has become wide- 
spread. The police refuse 
to comment. “We have 
absolutely nothing to say 
on this subject,” said a 
spokeswoman. 

They closed two rival 
casinos when the killings 
began, and posted 100 
extra officers in the town. 
But their clean-up opera- 
tions have been hampered 
by on unwillingness of 
those involved or vic- 
timised to report criminal 
behaviour. 

Amir Badatzi, a restau- 
rateur and petrol-station 
proprietor, is an excep- 
tion. He went to the 
police after demands for 
protection money. One 
newspaper dubbed him 
"the bravest man in 
Netanya.” 

Police made an arrest 
and provided Badatzi 
with protection. A day 
before he was to testify, a 
smoke bomb was hurled 
through his restaurant 
window. But he went 
ahead and testified, 
telling a television 
reporter “I won’t let 
them scare me.” 

Most traders do not 
want to complain too 
openly about the rise in 
crime. Those working at 
stalls in the market shook 
their heads when asked 
about the protection rack- 
et. 

Other business owners 
are keeping a stiff upper 
lip — worried perhaps 
about the effect the.pfpb- 
lem could have on their 
trade. 

“The situation hasn’t 
affected our market at 
all,” insists a spokesman 
for the Anglo Saxon 
property agency. 

But Ivan Pope, an insur- 
ance agent, admits there 
are concerns amongst 
Netanya residents about 
the violence. 

“For now, the criminals 
are only killing each 
other,” he says. “But peo- 
ple are getting worried. 
They believe it might 
spread to the general pop- 
ulation. And that is wor- 
rying” 


Gemini News Service 


3 civilians killed in Israeli air raids on Lebanon 


(Controlled from page I) 

Israeli army spokesman said in 
Jerusalem after the first raid. 

Mohammad Hassan Muza- 
bem, 74, was killed white lend- 
ing his flock after Israeli war- 
planes fired missiles at foe 
Jabal A1 Dahr hilltop in foe first 

raid, hospital officials said, 
Another shepherd, Ali 
Moussa AqeL 72, was taken bo 
hospital but later died of bis 
wounds, they said. Four others 
were wounded in the raid and 
taken to hospiiaL 
They were identified as Dar- 
weesh Hassan Aqd, 70, Has- 
san Haidar Ibrahim, 65, Shibli 
Mohammad AqeL 13. and 
Ibrahim Tfcwfiq Ibrahim, 11. 

Also Tuesday, a 21-year-old 
Lebanese civilian, Had Jahjah, 
was killed by foe explosion of 
a roadside bomb on the 
Kfefoouna-Jezzine mad in the 
Israeli-occupied zone, accord- 
ing to the SLA’s Vfcace of foe 
South rafio station. 

No group has yet daimed the 
bomb attack. Hizbolla h guer- 


brad arrests 11 more Palestinians; mthholds badly needed PNA funds 

(Continued from page 1) the most important area — in Mahaneh Yehuda [the mar- 

foe fight against terra: When ■ ket] but we do know for sure 
trade with Egypt epd Jordan. the P[N]A fulfils its obliga- that the P[N]A is not doing 

Prime Nfinister Benyamin Dons Israel wifi transfer enough to prevent the terror,” 

Netanyahu’s spokesman Shai money, Israel will no longer he said. The PNA on Monday 

Bazak said- in a statement, pay with dead lying in foe had called on the UN. Secu- 

“aseemenis must be resoect- streets...” rity Council to potest Israeli 


“agreement must be respect- 
ed by both sides. Until now 
Israel fulfilled all its obliga- 
tions according' to foe agree- 
ments, yet fofl'P[N]A is not 
doing $o and in the main it is 
ntx f ulfilling its obligation in 


Israeli Industry and Trade 
Minister Natan Sharansky 
said he believed foe steps 
taken were correct 
“We don’t know who car- 
ried out the terrorist activities 


enough to prevem the terror," 
he said. The PNA on Monday 
had called on the UN. Secu- 
rity Council to protest Israeli 
actions on the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

Nasser Qidwa, foe Palestin- 
ian observer at the U-N., said 
be' had asked cwinol Presi- 
dent Sir John Weston of 


alias had earlier fired rockets 
on two positions manned by 
SLA militiamen in Kawkaba 
and Zimaraya, just at the edge 
of foe occupied border zone 
rod facing foe Jabal A1 Dahr 
area. Israeli artillery also 
returned fire by bnmchmg 
about 30 rockets on Jabal A1 
Dahr, Lebanese police said. 

A militiaman was ‘lightly 
injured” in Zimaraya, SLA 
sources said. 

The Israeli air raid, foe 3 1st 
tins year, came as ifl least 
10,000 Hizbollah followers 
attending funerals in the south- 
ern town of Nabatiyeh for four 
guerrillas killed by a bomb 
allegedly left behind by Israeli 
commandos in a raid deep into 
Lebanese territory Monday. 

Funerals far a fifth guerrilla 
killed by the blast will beheld 
later Tuesday in Beinrt. Six 
Lebanese civilians were 
wounded in the explosion. 

Lebanon Tuesday lodged a 
complaint to foe international 
committee monitoring a cease- 
fire agreement in south 

Britain for a statement telling 
Israel to lift wh at he called 
aggressive measures against 
the Palestinians. 

Mr. Qidwa, who also saw 
UN. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan, said Mr. Weston 
would discuss his request 
with members on Tuesday. 

“We say foal foe Israeli 
government is committing an 
act of aggression against the 
Palestinian people and 
against foe Palestinian 
(National) Authority” Mr. 


Lebanon over the injury of the 
sax civilians Monday. 

An official at foe Lebanese 
Foreign Ministry told Agence 
France Presse that bombing 
was a violation of foe April, 26, 
1996. mice accord because the 
bomb was planted in a village 
and it harmed civilians. 

The accord, which put an 
cod to load’s Grapes of Wrath 
offensive against Hizbollah in 
Lebanon last year; banned 
loari tmd Hizbollah from tar- 
geting civilians on both sides 
or launching attacks from 
civilian areas. 

Since foe beginning of the 
year, 13 Lebanese civilians 
have been killed and 40 
wounded. At least nine SLA 
mifitinmen have killed 

rod 41 wounded. 

Hizbollah spearheads the 
fight against foe “security 
zone” Israel has established in 
south Lebanon go protect its 
northern territory from cross- 
border attacks. ! 

Qidwa told reporters. 


unprecedented form of col- 
lective punishment and they 
do not serve, and indeed ran 
contrary to, foe purpose of 
fighting violence and extrem- 
ism.” ‘They are politically 
motivated. We are increas- 
ingly convinced foal (he cur- j 
rent government is taking j 
those actions to preempt any j 
progress in foe . peace process 
and maybe to kill foe process 
as a whole,” be said 
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Drug 
1 crimes : 25 per 
100,000 
people 


JPop: 5;5m 
•Area; -21 ,000 sq. km. 
•GNP per head: 

I $15,920 

®Avg annual growth 
in GNP per head 
1985-95: 2.5% 
frLife expectancy: 77 

Gulf of Aqaba 




Cabin Crew 

Dubai 

Emirates, the award- winning and rapidly expanding international airline ol the United 
Arab Emirates, is looking for confident service-oriented cabin crew 
Since its launch in 1985, Emirates has developed from being a regional carrier serving 
just three destinations to become one u( the world’s fastest growing international airlines 
with a route network spanning over 40 destinations. 

Candidates should meet the Ihliavving criteria: 

• Educated to High School levelt English educated) 

• Minimum age 22 years, maximum .10 years ■ 

• Single 

• Height: Females between 3'2"t 157.5} and 5 , I0"( I78cms) - Males between 
5’t»"<1fcScins) and b’2“t 188cm*) 

• Proportionate heigh: ■ weight ratio ami good complexion 
• Good eyesight without glasses ( o.miael lenses are acceptable j 
• Fluency in written & spoken English and Arabic essential 
■ Previous customer service experience or Hying experience an advantage 

These positions arc based in Duhai, the most ensmoplitan i if Arabian Gull cities, 
well known for its high standard ul living. Benefits include a competitive tax-free salary, 
furnished accommodation. Stl days annual leave, medical care, duty transport. 
industry personal travel facilities and end of service gratuity 

Applv in English to the address given below, giving full details of your previous 
experience and qualifications lor the position ami enclosing recent full-length anti 
passport size photographs (in colour) and a contact telephone number with complete 
address. Applications must he received within 2 1 days quoting the reference code 
“CC/JT" and addressed to: 

The Recruitment Superintendent (IFS). Emirates. P O Box 7054, 

Dului, United Arab Emirates. , 


t 

Emirates 
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Palestinian economy choked 
again following bombings 


OCCUPIED 
JERUSALEM (AFP) — 
The Palestinian econo- 
my is again reeling 
from an Israeli block- 
ade and other sanctions 
slapped on after twin 
suicide bombings in 
occupied Jerusalem, 
with tens of thousands 
of labourers thrown out 
of work. 

The losses due to the 
Israeli closure imposed 
on the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip add up to $8 
million a day, according 
to Yasser Arafat's Pales- 
tinian National Authori- 
ty ( PNA ). 

The figure includes 
wages lost by workers 
who cannot go to jobs 
in Israel, trade losses 
and uncollected taxes. 

Trade with Israel; 
which comes to 80 per 
cent of the total annual 
Palestinian external 
trade of $2.4 billion , 
halted completely after 
the bombings last 
Wednesday in occupied 
Jerusalem, which killed 
13 Israelis and the 
bombers. 

Palestinian trade with 
Egypt and Jordan, 
which account for 15 
per cent of the 
autonomous areas' 
external trade, has been 
aJI but killed off by the 
Israeli closure of the 
PNA’s external borders. 

The 60,000 Palestini- 
ans authorised in recent 
months to go to Israel to 
work are no longer 
employed. They had 
been bringing home 
$1.2 million a day. 

Israel also blocked the 
transfer of $40 million 
it agreed to pay the self- 


rule authority under the 
autonomy accords. 

Most of the money 
comes from the value- 
added tax Israel collects 
on snoods Palestinians 
bought and customs 
duties collected at 
Israeli ports. 

Palestinian Finance 
Ministry Director Gen- 
eral Aref Alawneh told 
AFP that the $40 mil- 
lion represents 60 per 
cent of the Palestinian 
administration's month- 
ly budget. 

“If this continues, it 
will seriously aggravate 


the budget deficit” of 
the PNA, which is now 
estimated at $50 million 
in 1997. Mr. AJawneh 
said. 

Israeli roadblocks, 
which prevent residents 
from entering and leav- 
ing the autonomous 
cities of the West Bank, 
are harming productivi- 
ty in some companies, 
with falls as great as 80 
per cent, he said. 

The Palestinian Mone- 
tary Fund said that 
banking has been ham- 
pered by the Israeli 
sanctions. 

All these measures are 
direct strikes against the 
already tottering Pales- 
tinian economy. 

According to U.N. 
statistics, the result of 
previous border clo- 
sures has been a 36 per 
cent drop in per capita 
revenue: $2,700 in 

1992, and only $1,700 
last year. 

Since the first autono- 
my agreements were 
concluded in 1993, 
investment in the Pales- 
tinian territories has 


4 RENT AT 

AL RABIEH - NEAR THE CHINESE EMBASSY 

Duplex 4 bedrooms (2 masters), huge 
garden, 2 telephone lines, parking. 

New building. 

Please call 079 - 50253, Jamil Ibrahim 

The Forte Grand Abu Dhabi is Looking to Recruit 
the Following Staff: 

Front Office: Reservations Supervisor. Guest Relations Officer. 
Business Centre Secretary. Receptionist. Telephone Operator. 
Bellboy. . * 

Food & Beverage: Restaurant Manager. Supervisor. Captain. 
Waiter. Bar Tender. Hostess. Food & Beverage Secretary. 
Banqueting Coordinator. Banqueting Secretary. j 

Hujnen Resources: Training Manager. Secretary. 

Kitchen: Asst. Pastry Chef. Chief Baker. Lebanese Chef. Chef de 
Partie. Demi Chef de Partie. 

_ , BPEBlflB£HEiaED; 

Experience: At least one year in a 4 or 5 star hotel. Very good English 
commiiicafon skis 

Please note Slat all nationalities wifl be accepted 
Please send you- C.V. to Abu Dhabi, 

Fax. No. 009712 7050433 before 10th August 199/ including contact details. 
Personal nterviews win take place n Amman between lah-IBh August 1997. 


fallen 77 per cent, 
mainly because of the 
border closures, Pales- 
tinian Finance Minister 
Mohammad Nashashibi 
said. 

Last year, investment 
in the autonomous areas 
came to $255 million . 
he said. 

Twenty-nine per cent 
of the workforce was 
unemployed in recent 
months, but the closure 
has pushed up jobless- 
ness to 50 per cent. 

The Palestinian econ- 
omy has no independent 
access to external mar- 
kets. 

The autonomy agree- 
ments gave Israel con- 
trol over the land bor- 
ders. and the Jewish 
state has refused to give 
the go-ahead for the 
Palestinians to use the 
airport they built in 
Gaza city. 

In addition, Israel has 
not given permission 
for the Palestinians to 
build a port or for Pales- 
tinian fishermen to go 
out to sea. 

Israel says the border 
closure is necessary to 
keep militants from 
entering Israeli territory 
to carry out additional 
attacks. 

The Palestinians have 
denounced the closures, 
saying they punish the 
entire population for the 
killings perpetrated by a 
few Palestinians. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
has said the closures are 
to pressure Mr. Arafat 
to crackdown on Pales- 
tinian militants. 

Algerian 
reserves 
reach $6. 4b 

PARIS (R) — Algeria’s 
foreign reserves have 
reached $6.4 billion, the 
highest since 1981. the 
official Algerian news 
agency APS quoted official 
finance sources as saying. 
Algeria’s foreign reserves 
rose by more than $1.0 bil- 
lion since last March when 
they were at S5.3 billion, 
according to official fig- 
ures. 

They stood at $4.2 billion 
in December 1996 com- 
pared to S2. 1 1 billion in the- 
same period in 1995. offi- 
cial data showed. 


Yeltsin 
announces 
new rouble 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin, declar- 
ing the end of Russia's 
inflationary era, has 
announced a streamlined 
new currency that will 
reduce the current 1.000- 
rouble note into a one rou- 
ble coin. 

From Jan.l, 1998. the 
central bank will issue new' 
notes and coins where three 
zeros have been knocked 
off today’s rouble numbers. 
Mr. Yeltsin announced in a 
Kremlin statement. 

Mr. Yeltsin presented the 
change, which will mean 
that Russians will no 
longer have to carry thick 
wads of what often look 
like dirty board-game 
money, as a vote of confi- 
dence in Russia's IMF- 
backed market reforms and 
struggle to contain infla- 
i lion. 

‘Today we reliably con- 
trol money circulation and 
control inflation. People 
know that we no longer 
have a rapid growth of 
prices,” he said. 

"That is why we made 
the decision to conduct the 
money reform. 

In doing so we declare 
that today there will be no 
more inflation. 

An end has been put to it 
New zeros will never again 
appear on our banknotes." 
he added. 

Central Bank Chairman 
Sergei Dubinin told 
reporters that Russia was 
entering a new era of mon- 
etary stability, leaving 
behind the hyperinflation 
of the early 1990s. 

“Now we can say that we 
will Dot allow an explosion 
of inflation,” he said, 
adding that he was con- 
vinced that there would 
also be an end to "the 
decline in the economy." 

The new money will 
enter citculation on the first 
day of 1998. but the switch 
from the older notes will be 
gradual so as to avoid the 
kind of panic caused in 
1991 and 1993 when Rus- 
sians were initially given 
just three days to exchange 
their Soviet roubles for 
new Russian notes. 

“We intend to avoid any 
stress and troubles," Mr. 
Yeltsin said. 

"During all 1998 the cir- 
culation of both old and 
new bills will be autho- 
rised.” 

Old rubles will be with- 
drawn from circulation by 
Jan. 1, 1999. but Russians 
will still be able to 
exchange them in banks up 
until the end of 2002. 



Andy Capp 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 5/08/97 18:47 


US Dollar 
DE Mark 
GB Sterling 
CH Franc 

JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lira 


4.0518 
12£40 
0.0084 15788 
0/242 0618 

0.0005 1.0230 


15814 0.8168 15350 
05274 05164 
10518 - 14910 


NL Guilder 0.4728 88.77 05307 7143 

FR Franc 0.1577 05982 05970 24.1847 


Middle Eastern Currencies 



US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudi Rlyal 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 0.2747 0.1345 
Kuwait Dinar 35782 25209 
Emirates Dinar 05724 0.1929 
Lebanese/1000 0.65 0.4602 

Egyptian 05956 05093 



0-3770 

3.6401 

0.3051 

0.5325 

5.1414 

(L4309- 

0.1005 

0.97 

0.0813 

■ - 

9.66 

0.8091 

1.0302 

- 

0.0838 

1.2359 

11.93 

- 

0.1027 

0.9917 

0.0831 

0.2451 

2JS86S 

0.1983 

0.1115 

1X762 

0.0902 
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20.02 

20.09 

20.64 

20J8 

20.02 

20.09 

18.20 

1844 

216.00 

216.00 



Metal Prices 






sicjsiaza 



Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 
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Main Equity Indices 


NewYoric 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 


DOW JONES 
S&P500 
FT-SE100 
NIKKJE 225 
CAC40 


81664 
.46 
4960.6 
1951455 
2984.1 


Frankfurt 

DAX 

4302X8 . | 

Energy 


Coffee (c/lbs) 

195.87 

Spot 

Cocoa (5/ton) 

1528 

Spot 

Sugar ($/ton) 

343.6 

Spot 

Wheat (Sfton) 

144 

Spot 

Soya (c/lbs) 

21.95 

Spot 

Tea (stg/kg) 

148 

Spot 

Barley ($/bsh) 

0 

Spot 

Rice ($/ton) 

480 

Spot 


-3245 -059 8201 

0.16 052 95144 

645 1.33 49605 

-153.62 -8.78 19767.6 

•851 -058 3017.07 

5.74 0.13 435541 


JOD Cross Rates 




US Dollar I .708 j 0.710 
GB Sterling 1842 1.16 

DE Mark , 

CH Franc - 
FR Franc 


NL Guilder 


nk of Jordan. 




THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 — avis 
5 Operatic singer 

10 Long, deep cut 

14 Cuckoopint 

15 Incensed 

16 Melville novel 

17 Belafonte best 
seller 

20 Mountain 

21 One with 
animosity 

22 Ate 

23 Deface 

24 Not at home 

25 Film for Greer 
Garson 

33 Au 

34 Out of activity 

35 River in 
Scotland 

36 Impudent 

37 "... — and whey* 

38 Christian of 
fashion 

39 Summer 
refresher 

40 Cyclades island’ 

41 Eugene's 
daughter 

42 Hemingway 
novel (with "A") 

46 Bandleader 
Brown 

47 Edge 

46 Progeny 

51 Powerful person 

54 Skill 

57 Novella by Roth 

60 Comfort 

61 Bikini, e.g. 

62 Arm bone 

63 Walked upon 

64 Peter Pan 
heroine 

65 Cervine 
Creature 

DOWN 

1 Hindu prince 

2 Asian inland 

S 03 

3 Cut of beef 

4 ‘I — Camera'' 

5 Antacid, briefly 

6 Smell — 
(suspect) 

7 Secure 

B Have the lead 


is 17 18 IS 


110 111 112 113 


1 27 1 28 1 29 


130 131 |32 


1 48 1 49 1 50 


151 |52 |53 


154 155 1 56 


by Matthew Higgins 

9 “ — the ramparts 
we..." 

10 Date exclusively 

11 Prayerender 

12 Heel's 
companion 

13 Ship's cargo 
space 

IB “ — a dream I" 

19 Draw out 

23 Manner 

24 Cetaceans 

25 Cheese type 

26 Senior in years 

27 “■ — Never Walk 

Alone" ‘ 

28 Enlist var. 

29 Center 

30 Specialized 

vocabulary c 

31 Drudges 

32 Watery fluids 

33 — Spee 4 

37 Average marks 

38 Campus bldg. 4 

40 Flunky 5 

43 Dodged 5 

44 By mouth 

45 Japanese 5 

aborigine 5 
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46 ■— a kick out of 54 Proficient 

you" 55 Alphabetic 

49 Fly high character of old 

50 Middling 56 Ruler 

51 Perch for a 58 Swerve off 

chapeau course 

52 Graphic symbol 59 Slanderous 

53 Related comments 





ftghterFoundaticm 


AWES: .(March .-.21 
April 19) YpashouH n« 

dp anything whiefr 
superior today: w to. 

together wrth : c|QS - 

muck 

needed reaeatianal aedy. 
ides later this evening ana 
thereby everyone 
have a gbodtmfe.- -■ 
TAURUS: - (April 
May 20) Don’t go off qq 
any crazy tangenti: thk 
moraing, and you can ger 
much aixc^Bsb«L , nii s 
is not a good tuneto in^' 
new acquaintances. » 
make the effort to mia*- 
tain theiinesiof conummi-- 
carion to- your "curreraj 
ones. 

GEMINI: (May. -21 -to 
June 21 ) This may hot be 
a good day today for mat- 
ing any important busi- 
ness decisions, so wait 
until a more appropriate 
time and avoid disagreed 
• ing over finances^ Ha ve^l 
happy evenihg witti yc^ 
mate at home and shmgj 
yo\ff appreciation. . -M 
MOON -CJHLDRE^j 
(June 22 toJuly 21) 
should not let an argu- 
mentative follow^ assoc!- 
ate riiin your good mood 
this morning. .Go : over 
written agreements, and 
check for errors, thereby 
you won’t miss any mis- 
takes which could be 
costly. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Your career activities^ 
may seem too difficult 
today, however, persevere 
and you will find h was. 
all in your mind. Tins Is a 
good time to plan a trip, 
with a good friend to 
recreational activities" 
which you will both 
enjoy. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to. 
September 22) Although 
you may be in the mood 
to have some fun today,: 
you would be wise to 
stick to your career active 
ities. Be cautious in alk 
business dealings, thereby, 
you won't get embar- 
rassed from any surprises. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Calm 
down before you react to 
an unpleasant situation. at 
home, which you can't : 
control. Do whatever you 
can to cheer up a fellow 
associate who is feeling 
blue and needs the under- 
standing which you can 
deliver. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Instead 
of running around aim- 
lessly today, it would be 
best to handle important 
business matters which 
require your immediate 
attention. Later this 
evening -will be good for 
seeing knowledgeable 
people. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) Forget the sugges- 
tions of a new acquain- 
tance today, and rely on 
your own fine ideas. This 
may not be a good day to 
handle important finan- 
cial matters, so put them 
off until the time is a bit 
more beneficial. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) You 
are not thinking very 
clearly today, and your 
hunches are not helpful 
either, so take it easy and 
avoid making any dcci- 1 
sions until the aspects are 
much more favourable. 
Later this evening you 
can spend time with your 
loved ones. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Play- 
ing hunches may not be a 
good idea today, so stick 
with practical matters. 
Disagreeing with your 
mate would yield very 
bad results, so keep a 
calm bead and thereby 
you can reason out some 
solution. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) An older per- 
son could make your life 
very difficult so avoid 
this person and make the 
effort to be with your 
loved ones. You should 
not try to force your opin- 
ions on any of your 
friends later this evening. 

Birthsfone of August: 
Peridot. — Golden 
Quartz 
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Tokyo ; Hons Kong and Moscow top the list 

Survey ranks Cairo as Africa’s most expensive 
city, says London is getting more costly 


GENEVA tRi — Tokyo, 
Hong, Kong ant! Moscow 
art' ihe : -most cx pensive 
iiib-in the world, while 
die cities of Ninth Ameri- 
ca are among the most 
affordable. accv*rJing to 
new coM-r»i -Jiving rank- 
ing-* published Tuesday. 

According lu the survey 
by the Swiss- based for- 
porate Resources Group. 
Moscow is nearly three 
times as ex pens he as 
Madras in India and South 
Africa's business cupital 
Johannesburg. the cheap- 
est of the 145 major cities 
examined. 

The survey, a snapshot 
of the relative com of liv- 
in« around the world, said 


Europe wa* becoming 
more afToidable although 
London was getting more 
expensive. 

i .on don showed the 
highest jump in European 
rankings moving up 14 
places* from a year ago hi 
become the !4th most 
costly city in the world, 
the survey said. 

The study is published 
twice a year and is widely 
used by governments and 
inierniilkrnal companies in 
assessing how to pay 
expatriate staff. 

It is based on the cost of 
a basket of more than 200 
products and services 
including housing, food 
and alcohol, utilities. 


clothing, transport and 
entertainment. 

Housing was most 
expensive in Hong Kong, 
.Tokyo, Beijing, Moscow 
and Shanghai. 

Asia dominated (he 
world’s 1(1 most expensive 
cities, with Hong Kong 
moving up from filth 
place Iasi year on a strong 
currency and high housing 
costs. 

Moscow kept its place as 
Europe's most expensive 
city for the second year 
running. 

The Swiss cities of 
Geneva and Zurich, 
Europe's most expensive 
two years ago, fell to 22nd 
and 23rd in the world 


respectively. 

Cairo ranked as the most 
expensive city in Africa, 
followed by the Congo 
capital Braz/.us illc and the 
Gabonese capital Libre- 
ville. 

The highest climber was 
Nairobi, which leapt 40 
places from last year's 
survey to rank 75th on the 
list. 

Africa’s cheapest major 
cities were Johannesburg, 
whose ranking was heavi- 
ly influenced by the weak 
rand, and Harare. Zimbab- 
we's capital. 

The survey said North 
American cities remained 
among the most afford- 
able in the world. New 


York moved up to 3 1st 
place from 38th. but still 
ranked below Paris. Cairo. 
Rio De Janeiro. Buenos 
Aires, Hanoi. Tel Aviv and 
Kiev. 

Tehran, the world's sec- 
ond cheapest city two 
years ago. was now the 
world’s w 35th most expen- 
sive and nearly 30 per cent 
costlier than Montreal, the 
world's eighth most 
affordable city. 

Newcomers* to the top 10 
list were Guangzhou in 
China and St. Petersburg 
in Russia. 

The survey said the 
rankings in Europe had 
been influenced by the 
strength of the U.S. dollar. 


95 companies distribute JD80.8m 
to shareholders after posting 
JD238.9m combined net profit 


By Samir Ghawi 

Jordan Tunes Staf Reporter 

AMMAN — Profit* of 
shareholding companies 
listed at tne organised 
market of the" AFM 
(.Amman Financial Mar- 
ket) totalled JD238.97 
million in 1996, 25.70 per 
cent . higher than the 
JD 189.91 million record- 
ed at the end of Decem- 
ber 1995, according to 
fisures published in the 
aTM's Monthly Statisti- 
cal Bulletin. 

The total profit was 
described as net income 
after tax and included 95 
companies listed at the 
AFM organised market. 



JETT raises capital to JD 10.8m 

** THF. GENERAL assembly of the Jordan Express 
Tourist Transport Compafty (JETT) has approved the 
recommendation of the board of directors to raise the 
company’s capital from JD0.3 million to JD10.8 mil- 
lion. The increase will be achieved through capitalis- 
ing reserves and retained earnings from previous 
years. The genera! assembly also approved distribut- 
in'! dividends at the rate of JD ! per share. 

Board Chairman Adrian Mufti told the shareholders 
that the company has prepared itself to the accelera- 
tion in tourism grow th after the start of the peace 
process by purchasing 102 new and advanced tourist 
buses of all sizes at a cost of more than JD1 1 million. 
"As the region witnessed other developments that 
slowed the peace process, the tourism sector did nor 
enjoy the expected tourism impetus.” he said. Mr. 
Mufti said his company was able to keep the largest 
share of the market after two new companies entered 
the market of tourist transport. 

As a result of buying the new buses, the company- 
had to obtain long-term loans and credit facilities for 
about JD5.3 million. In addition, the company made 
new investments amounting to JD1.36 million during 
! 9% in order to support its activities and consolidate 
its position in the tourist transport market. The new 
investments brought the total to over JD3.3 million. 

Mr. Mufti outlined the company's 1996 achieve- 
ments by pointing out that total assets increased by 55 
percent from JDI3.75 million to JD21.36 million and 
shareholders equity by 26 per cent from JD10.28 mil- 
lion to JDI2.99 million. However, operational profit 
fell by 79 per cent due in lower earnings by 24 per 
cent. In addition, a 1 34 per cent rise in "utilisation 
expenses” of the new buses from JD746.000 to 
JD1.75 million was another factor behind the 
JD408.000 loss in tourism transport operations. 

But regular transport operations which the company 
conducts daily turned out a JD1 .06 million profit. The 
company also generated JD2.8 million profit from 
selling old buses and some investments during 1996. 
However, the net profit posted at the end of last year 
amounted to JD3.23 million (AI Dusiour + AI 
Aswaq). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Giasbergen 



This computer golf game is very realistic. 
If you crank up the brightness knob, 
you can even get a tan!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
$ by ftonrf Arnold *nd Mft* Ai^Won 


Unscramble those tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 
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SELLING HER 
HANPMAPE 
&ROOCHE5 GOT 
HER THIS. 

Now arrange the catted tetters to 
torn the surprt 96 answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here : QT3 QX LD 


Ytetetda/s 


(Answers Monday) 

jumBes: ONION SWAMP. GARISH INDIGO 
Answer- What Dad had after working to the garden - 
GROWING PAINS 


ariNJUWCiJvx. maxucsgtt 

HOUSING BA«X CENTER MO* - SKKEXSANX 
TtLIPMOM i 407171 / 6C7179 
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OP 
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2 . 1*0 
2.400 
5.200 
4. ISO 

1.050 

4.050 
3.800 


1.680 JOH. NATIONAL 8K. 8 

2.150 Z HD U ST RIAL DXV. BE. 8.4 

4.400 THJt HOUSING a* . 1C. 5 

2.440 JOR. KUWAIT BARK 10.7 

.760 JOR. CULT Mint 4.7 

3.4BO JOR. ISLAMIC BAMK 15.9 

3.000 JOR. 1MV. PIN. BASK 21. S 
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7.42 

4.00 

0.00 

8.66 

3.07 

0.00 


26 

30 

a 

4 

2 

18 

2 


10471 

9816 

2390 

2200 

3600 

13753 

100 


21905 

22465 
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6607 

2765 

53936 

334 


2.C7 

2.26 

4.S6 

2.97 

.79 

3.92 

3.34 


2 . 0 £ 

2.28 

4.85 

3.01 

.79 

3.91 

3.34 


02 - 

02 * 

01 - 
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BAMK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX) 216.40 ICHCl -0.03 


97 


42609 


120050 


4.650 3.800 
2.260 1.590 
3.100 2.660 


JERUSALEM 1N30B. 
JOR FRENCH IMSUR. 
HATL.AKLXA IKSOH. 


10.7 

4.6 

17.2 


5.06 

12.35 

6.09 


SO 

4000 

2224 


198 

6480 

6116 


3.90 

1.62 

2.79 


3.95 

1.62 

2.75 
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6274 
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1.B20 

1.S40 

2.810 

7.500 

1.550 

.BIO 

3.720 

1.220 

2.230 

1.010 


1.500 JOH. ELECTRIC PWR. 8*0 

1.320 IRBID ELECTRICITY 8.6 

2.350 HIKES MINERALS 14.7 

6.000 VHCL5. OWNERS TTD. 7.2 

.930 NATL. PORTFOLIO « 

.480 JORDAN INTI-TRAD. 28.2 

2.890 ARAB Zm.ZHV.tOOC. 7.7 

.930 ZARKA EDUCATION 9 

1/430 UNIFIED CO. 8.4 

.640 UNION LAND DEV. 0 


6.02 

7.99 

5.38 

5.30 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

6.25 

0.00 


22 

3 

2 

1 

7 
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S 

19 
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3350 
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2.81 

6.90 

1.43 

.53 

2.95 

.97 
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1.44 

2.90 
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1.41 
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.65 


. 02 * 

.04* 

.09* 

.30- 

. 02 - 

. 02 * 

.01* 

.04- 

.01* 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX I 109.86 *CBG i *0.06 


77 


40S3S 


62511 


4.450 3.130 JOR. CEMENT PACT. 26.9 

4.140 2.730 JOR. PHOSPHATE Ml NEB 11.0 
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0.00 

4.89 

9.98 

6.06 

0.00 
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85 
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9 
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6 

1463 
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1.34 
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6 
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EL -ZAY READY WEAR 

53.1 

0.00 

16 
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There is a total of 209 
public shareholding com- 
panies. but in addition lo 
the 95 companies, there 
arc 42 firms listed on the 
parallel market and 72 
companies which are still 
not listed in the organised 
or parallel markets. 

SectoraJIv. the banking 
and finance sector topped 
the list as the net profits 
of (he 17 listed financial 
institutions totalled 

JD132.43 million which 
accounted for 55.4 per 
cent of the overall 199t» 
net profit. Last year’s net 
profit of the financial 
companies was around 30 
per cent higher than the 
JD10I.6S million record- 
ed in 1995. 

The industrial sector 
ranked second with the 
net profits of 44 compa- 
nies amounting to 
JDl>4.7-i million or 35.4 
per cent of the overall 
1996 net profit. The 
amount is 24.15 per cent 
higher than the JD6S.25 
million of net profit regis- 
tered by industrial com- 
panies in 1995. 

With a total of JDI7.25 
million in net profits, the 
19 companies in the ser- 
vices sector were in third 
place accounting for 7.22 
per cent of the overall 
1996 profit. Compared to 
1995. the total was higher 
by 23.48 per cent over die 
JD 13.97 posted in that 
year. 


The 17 insurance com- 
panies listed on the 
organised market posted a 
sharp decline in net prof- 
its as the total fell from 
JD6.01 million in 1995 to 
JD4.56 million ai the end 
of 1996. 

Having recorded an 
overall JD238.97 million 
in net profits in 1996. the 
95 companies distributed 
a gross amount of 
JD8&S3 million in cash 
dividends to shareholders 
compared to JD76.8 mil- 
lion distributed in the pre- 
vious year. Of the ! 996 
amount, JD42.92 million 
or. 53. 1 per cent, were dis- 
tributed by industrial 
companies. 

Banks distributed 
JD27.84 million, or 34.4 
per cent, services compa- 
nies disbursed JD7.60 
million and insurance 
institutions gave JD2.46 
million in dividends. 

The amounts distributed 
in div idends b> the banks 
and the industries were 
JD2.03 million and 
JD4.5N million respec- 
tively. higher than the 
dividends given to share- 
holders in 1 995. 

Services companies and 
insurance institutions dis- 
tributed less dividends 
last year as the amounts 
were' JD7.60 million' and 
JD2.46 million compared 
to JD9.82 million and 
JD2.85 million respec- 
tively in 1 995. 


Jordan Duty Free 
Shops Company 
launches operations 


By Issara Qadamani 

Special to the JnrJim Times 

AMMAN — Royal Jordan- 
ian President Nader Dahabi 
Monday launched the oper- 
ations of the JD5 million 
Jordan Duly Free iJDF) 
Shops Company which will 
provide commodities to for- 
eign travellers and diplo- 
mats serving in Jordan at 
various border posts in (he 
Kingdom. 

As chairman of the board 
of the JDF. Mr. Dahabi said 
die first such shop will be 
inaugurated at the Royal 
Jordanian City Terminal 
next week. 

More shops will later be 
opened at the various border 
points, he said. 

According to Mr. Dahabi. 
JDF shops will be set up at 
the Iraqi-Jordanian border 
post of Kharaneh. in Jaher at 
the Jordanian-Syrian border. 


at King Hussein Bridge, at 
the Sheikh Hussein crossing 
poinr in the northern Jordan 
Valley and at the Aqaba 
crossing to Eilat in Israel. 

JDF Director General 
Haitham Majali said the 
shops will cater to visitors 
and tourists to the Kingdom 
and members of diplomatic 
missions accredited in Jor- 
dan. He emphasised that 
Jordanians and Arabs resid- 
ing in Jordan, as well as res- 
ident foreigners who are not 
employed by diplomatic 
missions will not be permit- 
ed to make purchases at 
these shops. 

The government of Jordan 
holds 60 per cent of compa- 
ny’s capital, with the private 
sector owning the remaining 
40 per cent, he said. 

The launch was aliened by 
Minister of Tourism Aqel 
Biltaji and Minister of 
Transport Nasser Lawzi. 
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DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in 18k Gold . PhOTe 552 F 7 n^S te i s te • 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmefsani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
. Swerfieh Tel: 823891 


FOR YOUR si I 



Advertisement j 




Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from Abdali 
to Airport and Back 


Special Reduced Feres at 
500 Fils For Airport Staff 
and our Freauenf Customers- 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Branch 08-51 531 
APdafl Branch 653313 



CrtysT/ 


Quality Serviced Suites 

’ Ow & Two Bedrooms • Fully 
j .Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Lone Stay " Reasonable Rites 


. 5th Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 


& 

CfOAJM HOTEL 

'OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING 
' TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 
' SAUNA. 

JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 
' FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 




UAL ESTATE 


FOR 
j RENT 

| ■ a-iuxi; VtilrtS 


■) Anparimont’v 
m Amman 


For details pfdase call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


The place to be if its on CD 


* We buy , * 
sell & trade 

CDs 

LARGEST SELECTION 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

New 

arrivals Daily 

• * 

CD-ROM, GAMES, 
SOFTWARE & MUSIC 

Sbmsisani. next to shmeisani post office 1 
Tel. 700624 - Fax 604183 [ 
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4 


io Sports 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, August 6/1997 




Colin Jackson, from Great Britain in action in the men's 110m hurdles at the World 
Championships in Athletics August 5. Jackson won his heat and advanced to the sec- 
ond round iReuters photo) 


Record holder Jackson 
rediscovers form in time 


ATHENS (AFP) — World 
record holder Colin Jackson 
ran his best time of the sea- 
son to put his 1 10m hurdle 
world championships title 
bid back on track here on 
Tuesday. 

In his opening qualifying 
heat the 30-year-old 
Welshman, who has strug- 
gled with injuries for the 
past two years, clocked 
13.19secs to move easily 
into the semi-finals. 

But Jackson, who won the 
world title in 1993 in 
Stuttgart, refused to get too 
excited by his performance. 

"I have run fast in the 
heats before and then come 
seventh in the final. I have 
just got to keep ray head 
straight.” said Jackson. 

Chasing Jackson home 
was American Mark .Crear 
who only got into the cham- 
pionships thanks to the 
newly introduced wild card 
rule. 

Crear, who finished fourth 
in the U.S. championships, 
revealed afterwards that his 
training programme had 
been disrupted by his sud- 
den inclusion in the 
American team. 

“The wild card has been 
bitter sweet for me. I only 
found out at the last minute 


Medals table at the start of the 4th day of competition 
at the world athletics championships Tuesday 


United States 2 
Germany 2 
Ukraine 1 

Australia 1 
Czech Republic 1 


France 
Mexico 
Russia 
Canada 
Britain 
Jamaica 
Romania 
South Alrica 
Bahamas 
Belarus 
Lithuania 


1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 


3 

1 


I would be coming here and 
I had been preparing instead 
for Zurich, a week after the 
championships.” explained 
the Olympic silver medal- 
list. 

While Jackson was show- 
ing a much needed return to 
form defending champion 
Allen Johnson of American 
could only manage second 
place in his heat, run at an 
almost snail pace 13.52secs. 

But the 26-year-old 
Olympic gold medallist ran 
a 12.97, the fastest this year. 


at Stuttgart in July and still 
remains firm favourite to 
retain his title. 

Cuba's Anier Garcia, sec- 
ond fastest man this year, 
also strolled into the semi- 
finals in an unimpressive 
13.46secs. 

Florian Schwarrhoff, who 
like Jackson has been strug- 
gling to find the form that 
saw him take the bronze at 
Atlanta last year, won his 
heat in 13.44secs, well out- 
side his best time this year 
of 13.20. 


Morceli threatens an epic 
duel with Al Guerrouj 


ATHENS (AFP) — 
Algeria’s 1.500 metres 
world record holder 
Noureddine Morceli said 
here on Tuesday That his 
battle with Moroccan 
Hicham AJ Guerrouj for 
the world crown on 
Wednesday would be an 
epic. 

The 28-vear-old 

Morceli. bidding for a 
fourth successive world 
gold to add to his Olympic 
title, said that despite los- 
ing his unbearable tag over 
1 .500 metres he would not 
concede his title easily. 

“I feel under no pressure 
whatsoever. I have come 
here to win and l still 
believe I can. Al Guerrouj 
thinks he has won the psy- 
chological battle — well 
we shall see what happens 
out on the crack.” Morceli 
said. 

The 23-year-old Al 
Guerrouj. who (ripped 
over ihe heels of Morceli 
at the bell in the Olympic 
final, said that he was on 
course for the gold and 
winning the battle of north 
Africa. 

"I am going to erase the 
memories of Atlanta. I am 


going to be the new world 
champion and I am going 
to stay there for a long 
time,” Al Guerrouj said. 

Morceli. whose relations 
with AJ Guerrouj have 
cooled considerably since 
the Moroccan started beat- 
ing him. has bad to get 
over the death of his 23- 
year-old brother 

Abdelkader. who lapsed 
into a coma after being 
knocked over by a car and 
died on July 26th. 

Morceli, who is a small 
wiry fellow in the same 
manner of former 
Moroccan 5.000m 

Olympic champion Said 
Aouita, flew to his birth- 
place of Tenes to be with 
him and only flew into 
Athens the night before his 
first round heat. 

“I would like to win this 
for my brother mid the 
Algerian people. It is per- 
sonally important to me." 
he said. 

The Algerian, who had 
shown signs of returning 
to form prior to his 
enforced departure for 
Tenes, has displayed a lack 
of confidence since Al 
Guerrouj ended his 45 race 


unbeaten run in the Grand 
Prix final last year — there 
were even accusations that 
he was avoiding him in the 
Grand Prix events prior to 
and after the Olympics. 

He failed to finish in his 
much heralded head to 
head with Ethiopia's 
10,000m Olympic cham- 
pion Haile Gebrselassie in 
Hengelo in May and then 
disappeared off to 
Switzerland to be treated 
for anaemia, a similar ill- 
ness that affected 
Jamaican Meriene Ottey. 

“I really felt odd and at 
first I thought it was jusr 
jet lag in Hengelo after 
flying in from training in 
the United States but I was 
diagnosed as having 
anaemia. It took me a 
while to get back to form 
after the treatment but now 
I feel fine,” he said 

On Wednesday the two 
men will batde it out for 
not only the world title bur 
the tag of king of the blue 
riband middle distance 
event. 


Braun wins heptathlon 
in memory of sister 


ATHENS (R) — Germany's Sabine Braun recaptured the 
World Championship heptathlon title on Monday after a 
gap of six years but her joy at another gold medal was 
ringed with sadness. 

Braun dedicated her victory to her late sister Birgit, who 
died of breast cancer in March. 

After several years of illness, the 32-year-old German 
took her sister to a warm weather training camp in San 
Diego as a final holiday but she died two days before they 
were due to return from the United States. 

“She will always be in my mind.” said Braun, who won 
the 1991 world title. 

Despite painful memories Braun was still delighted with 
the gold medal. 

“Of all the medals I have won, this is the best yet.” 

Braun failed to finish at the last championships in 
Gothenburg two years ago and was a disappointing seventh 
at the Atlanta Olympics. She attributed her revival this year 
to a new training programme. 

Last year, in an effort to rediscover her old form, she 
turned to Hansjoerg Holzamer, the coach of hurdler Florian 
Sch worth off. 

“He suggested I changed my regime and in turn it has 
changed my whole philosophy.” . 

“I was bored with my training, starting the year on 
January L and knowing what sessions I would be doing on 
January 28.” : 

“Now I am a lot more relaxed and after many years I like 
my training once more.'* Braun added. 

Braun said her ambition was to stay at the top for three 
more years. 

She aims to defend her title at the 1999 World 
Championships in Seville and then qualify for the 2000 
Sydney Olympics. 

“If I make it to Sydney. I will have been to the Olympics 
five times which will be a German record.” 

The German athlete led the competition from the opening 
event on Sunday morning. 

She won the 1 00 metres hurdles in 13. 16 seconds to gain 
a 40-point lead over her nearest rival Denise Lewis, of 
Britain. 

The margin of superiority varied throughout the follow- 
ing six events but was never relinquished. 

Lewis kept up the pressure on the first day with a per- 
sonal best in the shot put and a faster 200 metres perfor- 
mance than her German opponent. But the overnight gap 
between the two was soil 121 points. 

On Monday Braun sealed victory in the javelin, throwing 
51.48 metres. She ran a controlled 800 metres, the last dis- 
cipline. to notch up a final tally of 6,739 points. 

“I knew realistically the gold had gone after the javelin,” 
Lewis said. “1 needed to be three or four metres ahead of 
Sabine in the javelin to stand a chance and just over a metre 
was not enough.” 

Nevertheless the Olympic bronze medallist was more 
than happy to improve to silver medal status, earned with a 
total^f 6.654 points. 

“I feel I’ve won a silver not lost a gold. If you don’t 
appreciate these moments when you have them, you might 
never get them again.” Lewis said." 



A girl relaxes in the empty stands of the Olympic stadi- 
um at the World Championships where small crowds 
that have been attending this week’s event (Reuters 
photo) 


Championships set to make 
multi-million dollar loss 


ATHENS (AFP) — The organisers of the World 
Championships are set to lose millions of dollars it was 
reported here on Tuesday because ticket sales are way 
down on expectation. 

The Greek daily new>spaepr ‘Eleftherotypia’ said that 
there would be a huge financial fall out from the lack of 
paying spectators estimating that ticket sales would only 
recoup S6.9 million of the cost of hosting the champi- 
onships of $5 1 million. 

According to the paper free tickets were handed out to 
Greek sports associations on Monday in a desperate 
attempt to fill up the stadium. 

Evangelos Savramis. president of the organising commit- 
tee, said that 22,000 tickets, out of a capacity of 80,000. 
had been sold for last Saturday’s opening day while a dis- 
appointing 46,000 people had paid to watch the 1 00 metres 
finals on Sunday, traditionally the blue riband event 

The organisers said on Monday that they were hopeful of 
reaching a target of 45.000 spectators each day till the 
championships end on Sunday — still nowhere near what 
was budgeted for. 



American Chris Huffins sprints down the track in his beat of the 100m metres 
decathlon competition at the World Athletics Championships. Huffins had the fastest 
time finishing the race in 1039 seconds (Reuters photo) 


Freeman wins historic gold medal; 
Kasparkova takes triple jump 


ATHENS (R) — Cathy 
Freeman won an- historic 
and emotional world gold 
medal on Monday for both 
her race and her country. 

Freeman became the first 
aboriginal to take a world 
title when she finished first 
from lane one in the 
women’s 400 metres final. 

She is also the first 
Australian woman to win a 
world title and only the sec-, 
ond athlete > jsyer.. from, 
Australia after Rob de 
CasteUa strode to the men’s 
marathon title at the first 
world championships in 
Helsinki 14 years ago. 

Freeman, second in last 
year’s Atlanta Olympics, 
celebrated by parading the 
aboriginal and Australian 
flags around the Olympic 
stadium 

“I did it despite the lane 
and the outside pressure,” 
she said. “I did not have a 
lot of energy left at the end. 

“But even if I bad had just 
a tiny bit of energy I was 
going to carry both flags. 

“The medal 1 won at the 
Olympics made little chil- 
dren realise that they had 
got a chance.” 

Frenchman Stepbane 
Diagana compensated for 
the disappointment of miss- 
ing last year's Atlanta 
Olympics by winning the 
world 400 metres hurdles 
final from the front 


Diagana finished fourth in 
the 1992 Olympic final, 
fourth at the 1993 World 
Championships and third in 
the worlds two years ago. 

Last year his medal 
chances at the Atlanta 
Olympics disappeared after 
he sustained a stress frac- 
ture to his foot and a knee 
injury this year was a fur- 
ther blow. 

decided the only way I - 


has 


15.50 and 15.33, 
jumped further. 

Kravets, the Olympic and 
world Champion, was 
absent for Saturday's quali- 
fying round. 

Romania’s Rodica 
Mateescu, who led 1 the 
event until Kasparkova’s 
winning leap of 15.16 
metres, set at her first 
attempt, had to settle for sil- 
ver. Ukrainian' Yelena 


iCI.,. Govorovi-wok bronze with 


went out hard, opened up as 
big a lead as possible and 
then try and hold on,” 
Diagana said. 

The European record 
holder is the first 
Frenchman to win a world 
title. 


Penultimate jump gives 
Kasparkova gold 


Czech Sarka Kasparkova 
recorded the third longest 
triple jump in the fledgling 
history of the women’s 
sport to win gold at the 
world championships on 
Monday. 

Kasparkova, who took 
bronze last year in Atlanta, 
where women’s triple jump 
was first introduced in 
Olympics, jumped 1 5.20 
metres with her penultimate 
attempt. 

Only Ukraine's Inessa 
Kravets, who holds the 
world's two best marks of 


14.67. 

“After Rodica 's first by 
over 15 metres, I didn’t 
panic," said the 26-year-old 
Kaspaikova, who had a pre- 
vious best of 14.98 metres. 
“I knew I had five more 
jumps left. 

“Coming third in atlanta 
boosted my confidence and 
I knew I could make a 
medal “I didn't know 
exactly how for I could 
jump but I had to go very 
far to win so 1 just tried my 
best." 

Mateescu, who had victo- 
ry in sight when 

Kaspaikova produced her 
winning jump, said she had 
mixed feelings about her 
silver medal. 

“I’m disappointed to have 
missed the gold and at the 
same time. I’m satisfied - 
with my performance," said 
Mateescu, who set a nation- 
al record. 
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Cathy Freeman of Australia carries both the Australian and the Aboriginal flags 3fter 
she won the women’s 400 metres final at the 6th IAAF World Athletics 
Championships (Reuters photo) 
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performance starts at 8:30 p.tn. 
The theatre is closed every Friday. 
For reservations call 625155 
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Trinidad’s Ato Boldon 


Bolden’s career hangs in the balance 


ATHENS (AFP) — Sprint- 
er Afo Boldon faces the 
must important race uf his 
life here this week at the 
World Championships as 
he attempts to salvage his 
career and avoid becoming 
the >oungc-vt has* teen in 
track history. 

The fast talking Trinida- 
dian has so far talked a bet- 
ter race than he has run. 

While the 23-year-old has 
made his presence felt on 
Europe’s lucrative Grand 
Prix circuit be has failed, by 
the huge standards he is 
judged by, miserably in the 
major races. 

Expected to become the 
new force in sprinting when 
he burst on the senior scene 
in 1995 at Stuttgart, Boldon 
ended his Atlanta Olympic 
campaign with two bronze 
medals — well below what 
was expected of him. 

Pre-favourite at the World 
Championships here in his 
bid for double gold he has 
already lost the 1 00m - fail- 


ing to get even a medal as 
his equally young training 
partner Maurice Green 
stole the glory, and the 
cold. 

On Wednesday Boldon 
begins his opening heals in 
the 200m and nothing but 
gold will stop him from 
sliding into history as the 
almost man. 

It is a fact be is all too 
aware of. 

■’1 am feeling the pressure 
as i am seen as the favourite 
and people feel my time has 
come." Boldon said. 

The Trinidadian, who has 
set the season's best times 
in both the 100m and 200m, 
said that he had learned 
from his disagreement with 
Linford Christie after the 
Olympic 100m final last 
year when he blamed the 
British sprinter for upset- 
ting him by refusing to 
leave the track after being 
disqualified. 

"My girlfriend tells me 
that my impatience is my 


problem but 1 have learned 
from Donovan (Bailey >, 
who stayed so focused that 
after the final he said ‘what 
incident?’” Boldon said. 

"1 fed 1 have learned 
because two of my best 
times this year have come 
after false starts." 

Boldon, who moved to 
California to live with an 
umrle in 1990. has already 
begun talking a stunning 
200m race, warning he may 
threaten Michael Johnson’s 
200m world record of 19.32 
seconds, set in Atlanta last 
year. 

“I expected a world 
record in that event in the 
Olympics but I picked the 
wrong man to do it! Here, 
however, I think 1 can run 
19.30.” he said. 

With comments like that 
Boldon has won the talking 
race. Now he has to go out 
and do it for real. 


Magical Mutola set for 
return to football 


ATHENS (AFP) — Maria 
Mutola, the 1993 world 800 
metres champion, said here 
on Tuesday that she would 
love to return to her first 
spotting love — football — 
but only after she has 
reclaimed her world title 
which sbe lost in dramatic 
fashion in 1995. 

The 24-year-old Mutola, 
who made her first appear- 
ance in the Olympic Games 
aged 15, lost the chance of 
defending her title in 1995 
when she was disqualified, 
after finishing first in her 
semi-final, for running out- 
side of her lane too early — 
on seeing that she had lost 
out she collapsed in a heap 
on the floor screaming ’no! 
no!. 

“I want my title back 
there is no question about 
that but always in the back 
of my mind f am thinking 
about how much I enjoyed 
playing football and i would 
really like to play it profes- 
sionally" Mutola said. 

*T am keener now to 
return to it as the women’s 
game is a lot better organ- 
ised and is now much more 
skilful. You never forget 
your first love!” Mutola 
said. 

Mutola, who was spotted 
playing football in Maputo 
just as top sprinter Ato 
Boldon was plucked from 
the football pitch to enjoy 
success on the track, is an 
emotional character who 
celebrated her last African 
Gaines win by doing a lap 
of honour which included 
climbing into the presiden- 
tial box and hugging her 
president 

When she claimed her 
third world indoor title in 
Paris in march she burst into 
tears and dedicated the win 
to her fatter who had been 
killed in a car crash prior to 
the championships. 

“I didn’t want to come. I 
was so upset as my father 
was my idol and role 
model,” she said. 

“I went back to Mozam- 
bique but I couldn't eat or 
do anything and said to my 
family what is it worth (a 
gold medal) in comparison 


to my father’s life. Howev- 
er. they said go and win it 
for your father.” Mutola 
added. 

Mutola claims that to 
regain her title here would 
not be as important to her as 
that day in Paris because 
she was so driven by her 
father’s memory. 

"Paris will remain a spe- 
cial moment for me which 
nothing here can surpass. 
Winning the title like I've 
said is important but it will 
not have the intensity of that 
feeling I had in March," 
Mutola said. 

She has not run at all in 
Europe during the outdoor 
season preferring to train in 
Eugene. Oregon, where she 
went to school thanks to an 
Olympic grant — though 
she will stay to nm in the 
main meetings after the 
championships. 

“1 have not run a lot this 
season but I feel in good 
shape and 1 hope everything 
goes well for me. 1 have 
never needed a lot of races 
so 1 will have few excuses jf 


1 Jose here.” she said. 

Mutola’s chances have 
been boosted with the 
almost certain withdrawal 
of Russian Svetlana Mas- 
terkova, who beat her in the 
Olympic final last year 
though the little Mozambi- 
can was suffering from 
pneumonia. 

The Russian, who had to 
be siretctered off with an 
ankle injury following the 
1500 semi-finals on Sun- 
day. added insult to injury 
by breaking Mutola's 1 ,000 
metres record in Brussels 
later in August running 
2min 28.98 — Mutola’s 
record stood at 2:29.34. 

Mutola is accustomed to 
the hard knocks of life just 
as sbe was on the pitches of 
Maputo but this week she 
should taste once again the 
deserved taste of success — 
for someone so young she 
has been there before, she 
knows what its like and 
more importantly, like a 
true champion, she liked it 
so much she keeps on com- 
ing back for more. 
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Opening lead: King of 9 

The great Belgian detective, Ker- 
cuIb Poirot, and hia amanuensis, 
CapL Hastings, were on their way 
home from the club after an 
evening’s bridge. Poirot was in a 
&ml mood, occasioned by this hand. 

"Have you taken leave of your 
senses, Hostings?" he fumed. ’Do 


you really think ihaL, alter you cue- 
bid hearts, I would have passed 
with enough to make akun a good 
venture had yon simply continued 
with four spades? How many times 
do you want to bid the some values? 
You were fortunate thsi it was I 
who was declaring the hand." 

*1 was feeling lucky," Hastings 
replied. "I can’t for the life of me 
think how you managed to guess 
the hand," 

"Gntssa? Guess?" shrilled Poirot 
*1, Poirot, guess? What do you take 
me for. moo ami? 1 used those little 
grey cells, that is all. The hand was 
an open book from the very first 
trick. 

“West wn* marked with ihc king- 
queen rf hearts by the opening lead, 
and there wan no way to make the 
eonLraet if the king of spades could 
not be finessed — it was too much 
to hope for 8 singleton king with 
East. I hod to gel to hand for the 
trump finesse with a club. Hod 
West held the ace of dubs as well, 
he would not have opened with a 
weak two- bid — the hand would 
have been good enough Tor one 
heart. Therefore, when I led a dub 
at the second trick and East fol- 
lowed low, rising with the ace was 
automatic. West » pas?" 


Eriksson 

wins 

New 

Zealand 

Rally 


Krajicek and Rios win openers 
at ATP championship 


MASON. Ohio iR,j — Last year’s Wimbledon champion 
Richard Krajicek had no trouble put tins awa\ this >car\ 
runner-up as the 1 2 Lh- seeded Dutchman scored a 6-3 6-4 
victory over Frenchman Cedric Pioline on the open in a 
night of the star-studded ATP Championship on Monday. 

Ninth seed Marcelo Rios of Chile secured a 6-3 7-5 vic- 
tor) over Jonas Bjorkman of Sweden in another first 
round march on a day that saw one seeded player fall by 
the wayside. 

In a minor upset, Ukrainian Andrei Medvedev ousted 
promising 15th-seeded Briton Tim Henman 6-3 6-3. 

The ATP Championship features the most formidable 
field in a non-grand slam evenr on the ATP Tour thi> \ ear. 
Nine of the tup 10 players in the world. led by World No. 
I Pete Sampras, are competing. Only ninth- ranked Carlos 
Moya of Spain is missing from the world's elite. 

The rop eight .seeds all received first round byes, buuhe 
schedule features a highly anticipated first-round 
matchup with French Open champion Gustavo Kuerten 
of Brazil taking on former number one Andre Agassi, 
who has been mostly missing in action this year. 

Kuerten, who reached the Canadian Open final Sunday, 
will make his debut as a top- 1 0 player alter becoming the 
ftrsr Brazilian to crack the iop-l() with Monday's rank- 
ings. 

The I5th-ranked Krajicek knew that hi> match against 
Pioline might be easier than expected. Following his sur- 
prising run to the Wimbledon final. Pioline has been 
slowed by an arm injury . 

"On paper, it was a very tough match to be a seeded 
player play ing a guy ranked in the top 20 w ho just came 
off an important final.” Krajicek said. "But ! knew he uj> 
a little injured ir. the arm.” 

Krajicek converted five of 10 break chances against 
Pioline — in the third and ninth games of '.he first set and 
the second, fourth and lOih games of the second set. 

Both the 11th -ranked Rios and No. 25 Bjorkman had 
difficulties from the serv ice line. 

Rios managed to put just 46 per cent of his first serves 
in pJay. while Bjorkman posted a dismal 34 per cent first 
serve percentage. 

The Swede also suffered eight double faults, including 
three in the second game of the match. 

"That was probably the worst percentage 1 have had in 
a match. I think,” Bjorkman said. "It was just one of 
those days. No excuses, I just had the wrong rhythm (he 



nhoJc maich. i never found the wjy to get back in it.” 
The frequently surly Rios, who trailed' Bjorkman 4-1 in 
the second set before winning six of the Iasi seven games, 
refused to concede that his serve w as off. 

"I think I didn’t serve bad." he insisted. "1 think 1 
played pretty solid and when I had to serve good. 1 served 
trail v eood.” 


Testud leads French trio in Acura Classic 


AUCKLAND (R) — Ken- 
neth Eriksson of Sweden 
won the New Zealand 
Rally for the ftrsr time on 
Tuesday when he finished 
the third and final leg 13 
seconds clear of nearest 
rival Carlos Sainz of Spain. 

Eriksson, in a Subaru, 
completed the rally in an 
overall rime of four hours, 
14 minutes and 1 1 seconds 
to win ahead of Sainz, in a 
Ford, and four-times cham- 
pion Juha Kankunnen of 
Finland, also in a Ford. 

His win consolidated the 
Subaru team's lead in the 
Manufacturer's Champi- 
onship. but left defending 
champion Tommi Makinen 
of Finland in command of 
the drivers’ series for Mit- 
subishi. 

Sainz hit a sheep during 
the opening stage of the leg 
and although he was fastest 
in every other special stage, 
including the 24th and final 
one of the rally, he could 
not overcome the deficit. 

The Spaniard, a double 
world champion, could not 
avoid the animal with his 
Ford Escort car and the 
accident caused him to 
drop back to fifth place on 
the special stage and to 
third overall initially. 

Sainz was the overnight 
leader on Sunday and sec- 
ond on Monday, but this 
incident allowed his ford 
team-mate Kankunnen to 
move up to second behind 
Eriksson and left him with 
only the hope of closing the 
gap with steady driving — 
and hoping for the Swede 
to make a mistake. 

Eriksson was third on the 
19th stage at Te Akau 
North, the opening stage of 
the final day, run over grav- 
el roads in fine and windy 
conditions, but consolidat- 
ed his overall lead ahead of 
Sainz and stayed there. 

He did not need to win 
another stage throughout 
the final day, but always 
finished close enough to 
Sainz to retain his advan- 
tage as the Spaniard cut the 
lead from 34 seconds to 1 3 
to finish second. 


MANHATTAN BEACH, 
California (R) — Sandrine 
Testud led a French charge 
into the second round of the 
Acura Classic tennis tour- 
nament on Monday with a 
straight sets victory over 
American Chanda Rubin. 

Testud banged out a 6-4, 
6-2 victory in 65 minutes 
over an error-prone Rubin 
on the tournament’s open- 
ing night to join compatri- 
ots Nathalie Tauziat and 
Anne-Gaelle Sidot in the 
second round of the hard- 
court evenL 

Tauziat needed four 
match points to dose out 
Magdalena Maleeva of Bul- 
garia 6-4, 7-6 (7-5) in a 


tight contest, while 18- 
year-old Sidot swept past 
Russian Elena Likhoviseva 
6-3 6-2. 

The top four seeds — 
World No. 1 Martina 
Hingis. Monica Seles. 
Amanda Coetzer and Lind- 
say Davenport — all 
received first-round byes. 

When Testud was told she 
would have to play Seles 
next, the honest French- 
woman responded: "I ’ m 
happy to play her, she's a 
great player. I hope she’s 
not going to kill me.” 

If Testud is worried, Sidot 
has real problems after 
earning a second-round 
meeting with the seemingly 


Richard Krajicek 


invincible Hingis. 

The 1 6-year-old Swiss 
prodigy brings a 54-1 1997 
match record into the tour- 
nament as she goes for her 
10th title of the year and a 
three-w’eek sweep of three 
California hardcourt events. 

Testud scored her first 
victory over Rubin Monday- 
after losing to her earlier 
this year at the Australian 
open and in Linz, where the 
American claimed her first 
WTA tour title. 

But the win was not pret- 

iy- 

"I don’t think we played 
very good match today, 
especially in the first set" 
said the I9th-ranked Tes- 


tud. "She missed a lot of 
shots today to help me win 
the match.” 

Rubin tested □ sprained 
right ankle which Forced 
her to retire in the opening- 
round last week. Bui she 
offered no excuses for her 
poor effort, which included 
eight costly double faults 
and several foot faults. 

"That's really sick, not 
even giving yourself a 
chance to get the serve in 
play" lamented Rubin. 

"I made too many 
unforced errors and every- 
thing went down hill the 
second set.” 


Puerto Rico upset champions USA at 
World Under-22 Basketball Championship 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Puerto Rico upset defend- 
ing champions United 

States 74-69 at the World 
Under-22 men’s basketball 
championship here Tues- 
day to inflict the first defeat 
on the Americans at this 
level. 

In the shock result of the 
tournament, the Puerto 

Ricans came from 43-35 
down at half-time to over- 
take the U.S., with guard 
Edgar Padilla landing two 
long range baskets in the 
final stages to seal victory. 

The win left Puerto Rico 
as the only unbeaten team 
of the 12 competing in two 
pools after four preliminary 
rounds at the World Cham- 
pionships. 

Forward Shariff Fajardo 
scored a game-high w 21 
points for Puerto Rjco, 
while Padilla finished with 
14 points. 

Mike Jones hit 15 for the 
U.S. and Brad Miller shot 
13. 

Yugoslavia won their sec- 
ond match of the tourna- 
ment with a seven-point 
victory over Lithuania in 
Group B. 

The Yugoslavs cut loose 
from the opposition late in 
the second term to clinch a 
77-70 win. 

Turkey ended Spain’s 
unbeaten run in Group A 
with a 7 1 -54 win after lead- 
ing 31-27 at halftime. 

Spain led by eight early 
but once the Turks recov- 
ered they were unflappable, 
with outstanding centre 
Huseyin Besok leading the 
way with a game-high 19 
points. 

Aigentina came from 45- 


40 behind at halftime to 
take advantage of wayward 
passing and turnovers from 
Australia to win the late 
match 81-67 and share top 
of group a with Turkey and 
Spain on three wins each. 

Fabricio Oberto and 


National League 


Atlanta 6 

San Francisco 9 

Florida 4 

Philadelphia 7 

New Yoric 4 

American League 

New York 5 

Cleveland 7 

Minnesota 9 

Boston 1 1 

Milwaukee 5 


Lucas Victoriano scored 22 
points each as Argentina 
grabbed the lead with five 
minutes left. 

The final preliminary 
round will be played 
Wednesday to decide Fri- 
day's quarter- finals. 


Pittsburgh 0 

Cincinnati 1 

Houston I 

Colorado 3 

Sl Louis 2 


Kansas City 4 

Detroit 2 

Toronto 3 

Texas 5 

Anaheim 2 


UNFURNISHED VILLA 
FOR RENT 


Located in Deer-Ghbar, near the French School. 
Consists of 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, maid's 
room, telephone, garage and huge garden. 

Land area 750m 2 - Building area 500m 2 . 

2 floors. 

ft&rESfcfe, 


FURNISHED SUPER DELUXE FLAT 
FOR RENT 


- . _ . . - k.. v* 

4dt^n,c^itral 
ratstac 

Please call owner at 81 1631 


MAJOR LEAGUE RESULTS 


Major worldwide elevator company in 
Jordan is looking for: 


An Assistant General Manager with: 

* Extensive experience in elevator 
business. 

* Excellent command of English. 

* An ambitious and dynamic 
personality. 

* A minimum degree: BS, BA or 
equivalent. 

A high salary + incentive plan are offered. 

If you think that you may be this candidate, 

please contact us at: (079)4451 0 


STAMPS FOR SALE ° 


For interested people and for investment , 
new and used stamps for Arab countries 
and others , sale for highest prices 
Please call Amman 700821 / 700824 



Jerash Festival of Culture & Arts 

July 23 - August 10.1997 


ON BEHALF OF "ORCHESTRE BAROQUE DE 
MONTREAL" CANADA 

. WE APOLOGISE FOR NOT 
PERFORMING AT THE NORTH 
THEATRE ON SATURDAY 9/8/1997 
DUE TO FORCE MAJEURE. 

ALL SOLD TICKETS WILL BE PAID BACK. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

TEL. 675199 -6S6197 
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Israel prepares extradition 


order for PNA police chief 

Palestinian security chief 
hints Hizbollah behind 


TEL AVIV 1 AFP) — Israel 
is preparing an extradition 
demand for Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
Police Chief Ghazi Jabali, 
whom it accuses of sending 
policemen to attack Jewish 
settlers, the justice ministry 
said Tuesday. 

Artomey General 

Elyakim Rubinstein 

acknowledged. however, 
chut there were no expecta- 
tions that the PNA would 
honour the request. 

Israel has issued numer- 
ous extradition orders for 
Palestinians suspected of 
involvement in anti-Jewish 
attacks since the Palestinian 
autonomy government was 
created in 1994. but none 
have been honoured. 

Israel insists that peace 
accords signed with 
Palestine Liberation 

Organisation (PLO) oblige 
the" PNA ro turn over sus- 
pected criminals, but this is 
rejected by the Palestinians. 

Israel issued an arrest 
warrant against Mr. Jabali 
last week! saying it had 
proof he ordered West Bank 
policemen to cany out 
attacks on Jewish settlers. 

Israel last month arrested 
four Palestinian policeman 
from the self-rule towns of 


Nablus and Tulkarem after 
shots were- fired at Jewish 
settlers in the northern West 
Bank. 

The PNA subsequently 
detained the commanding 
officer of three of the 
policemen for questioning 
about the Israeli allegations. 

But the authority has 
rejected the Israeli accusa- 
tions against Mr. Jabali. 
who is based in Gaza City. 

Relations berween Israeli 
and Palestinian security 
forces have deteriorated 
steadily since Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s right-wing 
government came to power 
last year. 

Most security cooperation 
between the two sides was 
cut off in March when 
peace talks broke down fol- 
lowing Israel's decision to 
build a new Jewish neigh- 
bourhood in an Arab area of 
east Jerusalem. 

Israel accuses the 
Palestinian police of doing 
nothing to prevent militants 
from carrying out anti- 
Jewish attacks, the worst of 
which was a double suicide 
bombing last week in 
Jerusalem which killed 15 
people. 


market bombings 


Turkish FM to visit 
northern Nicosia 


ANKARA (AFP) 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Ismail Cem will visit 
Nicosia Wednesday for 
talks with Turkish-Cyprior 
leader Rauf Denktash ahead 
of his imercommunal meet- 
ing next week with Cyprus 
President Glafcos derides, 
an official said Tuesday. 

The head of the Turkish 
Republic of Northern 
Cyprus (TRNC), recog- 
nised only by Ankara, invit- 
ed Mr. Cem for a one-day 
visit to discuss the Aug. 1 1- 
16 meeting with Mr. 
Clerides, the official close 
to the Turkish foreign min- 
istry said. 

The Denktash-Clerides 
meeting in Montreux, 
Switzerland will be held 
under the auspices of U.N. 
Special Representative 
Diego Cordovez. 

The TRNC officially 
announced Monday that 
Mr. Denktash will take pan 
in the talks with Mr. 
Clerides. a Greek Cypriot, 
after several weeks of 
uncertainty about his partic- 
ipation. 

Mr. Clerides had already 
said he will attend the 


-Montreux taJks T aimed at 
finding a political solution 
for Cyprus, divided since 
.1974 when Turkey invaded 
the northern portion of the 
eastern Mediterranean 

island. 

Turkey, a guarantor of 
Cyprus’s independence 
along with Greece and 
Britain, invaded the north- 
ern third. of the island in 
reaction to a coup in the 
capital, Nicosia, by right- 
wing forces planning to 
unite the island with 
Greece. 

Turkey has 30,000 to 
35,000 troops stationed in 
northern Cyprus, which 
declared independence in 
1983. 

The Montreux meetings 
are a follow-up to last 
week's Denktash-Clerides 
negotiations in Nicosia and 
to U.N.-sponsored talks the 
two leaders held last month 
in Troutbeck in the U.S. 
state of New York. 

Mr. Denktash and clerides 
made a breakthrough in 
informal talks in Nicosia 
Thursday, agreeing to clear 
up the fate of 2,000 Greek. 


Yeltsin, Japanese 
premier to meet 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto will visit Russia 
in early November for talks 
with President Boris Yeltsin 
aimed at improving frosty 
bilateral relations, a diplo- 
matic source said Tuesday. 

Mr. Hashimoto ‘s visit may 
showcase efforts by both 
sides towards a wide-rang- 
ing thaw that has been ham- 
pered by a bitter Territorial 
dispute dating back to 
World War II. said the 
source, who did not want to 
be otherwise identified. 

The meeting may take 
place at Mr. Yeltsin's villa 
near Lake Baikal in Siberia, 
the source said. 

“It would probably be a 
no-necktie type of meeting, 
something along the lines of 
a similar meeting at the villa 
between Mr. Yeltsin and 
(German Chancellor 
Helmut) Kohl in 1993." the 
source said. 

Japanese Foreign Ministry 
officials said the date for 
Mr. Hashimoto's visit was 
not fixed and that the Baikal 
venue was one of several 
options. The Russian far 
east port of Vladivostok was 
another. 

Last month. Mr. 
Hashimoto announced a 
new policy for improving 
ties with Russia, based on 
“mutual trust, mutual bene- 
fit and long-term goals.” 


Mr. Hashimoto's 

announcement marked a 
departure from Japan's tra- 
ditional policy of placing 
top priority on a political 
solution to a dispute over 
Russian-held islands 

claimed by Japan. 

The Soviet army seized 
the islands; known as the 
Northern Territories in 
Japan and Southern Kuriles 
by Russia, in the last days of 
World War U. The row over 
ownership has prevented the 
countries signing a World 
War □ peace treaty. 

Until Mr. Hashimoto's 
July 25 policy change, suc- 
cessive Japanese govern- 
ments had said there would 
be no expansion of econom- 
ic ties — meaning aid or 
large-scale investment in 
Russia — without a political 
solution to the islands dis- 
pute. 

"The solution to the terri- 
torial problem should not be 
sought on the basis of one 
side winning and the other 
losing," Mr. Hashimoto said 
in a speech announcing 
Japan’s new Russia policy. 

In May, the Russian 
defence minister visited 
Japan and said he welcomed 
stronger defence ties 
between the United States 
and Japan, a comment that 
had seemed unthinkable 
even after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. 


JERICHO (AP) — At the 
headquarters of the 
Palestinian secret service, 
rhe absence of bustle is 
telling, There are no 
Islamisr militants or politi- 
cal activists waiting to be 
questioned about the 
Jerusalem market bombing 
last week. 

West Bank security chief 
JibriJ Rajoub seems in no 
rush to comply with the 
demands of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and the U.S. for 
a crackdown on the mili- 
tants blamed for the attack. 

“First of all, we are not 
working for the prime min- 
ister of Israel,*’ Colonel 
Rajoub said in an interview 
Monday with the 
Associated Press. 

“We will not raise a white 
flag as a result of pressure 
and threats. We will not 
dance according to Mr. 
Netanyahu’s song and sym- 
phony." 

Such tough statements 
- bodeJU forJj.S. di plomatic 
efforts to rescue~the peace 
process, which are sched- 
uled to resume ai the end of 
the week with the return of 
U.S. Mideast envoy Dennis 
Ross. 

In response ro Col. 
Rajoub's comments, Israeli 
government spokesman 
Moshe Fogel said the 
Palestinians were obligated 
under the Oslo peace 
accords to fight terrorism 
with Israel. “We believe 
that it is in the interest of 
the Palestinians in the long 
run to fight Hamas terror," 
he said, referring to the 
group blamed for the 
attack. 

Col. Rajoub. 44. head of 
the feared preventive secu- 
rity force which operates in 
the West Bank and clandes- 
tinely in Arab east 
Jerusalem, is viewed by 
diplomats as a possible suc- 
cessor to Yasser Arafat. 

He insisted that no one 
yet knows who carried out 
the double-bombing that 
claimed 15 lives. 

Col. Rajoub said he 
believed the bombers — 
two Palestinians in their 
20s. according to Israel — 
were sent as part of an 
effort to destroy the peace 
process, and Mr. Netanyahu 
“immediately took mea- 
sures against the Palestinian 
National Authority as if we 
are the enemies." 

Since the bombing. Israel 
has prevented Palestinians 
from moving between West 
Bank towns and has closed 
the borders with Egypt and 
Jordan. Tens of thousands 
of Palestinians have been 
barred from their jobs in 
Israel. 

Hamas, which carried out 
a series of suicide attacks 
that claimed more than 60 


lives in 1996, claimed 
responsibility in a leaflet, 
but its authenticity has not 
been confirmed. 

But there is evidence. Col. 
Rajoub said, that points to 
outsiders; 20 Jordanian 
dinars were found in one 
suicide bomber’s pocket, 
and the labels of their 
clothes had been cut out 
Suspicions, both Israeli 
and Palestinian, are turning 
toward Hizbollah. the Iran- 
backed Lebanese militia 
that is fighting to expel 
Israeli forces from south 
Lebanon. 

Col. Rajoub noted that a 
Lebanese man associated 
with Hizbollah arrived in 
Israel on a forged British 
passport last year and was 
seriously wounded by a 
bomb that exploded in his 
hotel room. 

“As far as I know, and 
everybody knows, 

Hizbollah is trying to initi- 
ate such attacks." said Col. 
Rajoub. 

-CeL- Rajoub said local 


Hamas activists were no 
longer the threat they were 
a year ago. 

“Their local leaders 
became more realistic and 
more moderate, and we 
should not push them 
again." Col. Rajoub said. 

“It is our responsibility to 
encourage this line of mod- 
erate people ” 

In March 1996, 
Palestinian police jailed 
hundreds of activists from 
Hamas as well as the lead- 
ers of the Islamic Jihad. 

Col. Rajoub said the dif- 
ference now is. in part, the 
attitude of the new Israeli 
leader who has undermined 
peace and set the stage for 
violence with provocative 
decisions such as building 
Jewish settlements. 

“Then the Israeli govern- 
ment dealt with the 
Palestinian [National] 
Authority and Chairman 
Arafat as their partners. The 
present Israeli government 
is dealing with the 
Palestinians as their ene- 
mies," said Col. Rajoub. 

“I don’t think we can 
crack down on Hamas or 
any other opposition faction 
while we are under such 
siege ... such pressure from 
the Israeli government." 
said Coi. Rajoub. 

But an Israeli official said 
Mr. Arafat’s Deputy 
Mahmoud Abbas told 
Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy in a phone con- 
versation Monday that the 
Palestinians were prepared 
to resume full security 
cooperation with Israel. Mr. 
Abbas stressed that anyone 
who says otherwise is not 
speaking for Mr. Arafat, 
said the official, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 


French court adjourns 
decision on bail order 
for war crimes suspect 


BORDEAUX. France 
(AFP) — A court Tuesday 
adjourned a decision on 
whether to restrict the 
movements of former 
Minister Maurice Papon, 
who is due to go on trial in 
October for crimes against 
humanitv during World War 
II. 

The appeal court 
adjourned its decision until 
Thursday on an application 
for travel restrictions against 
Mr. Papon, notably confis- 
cation of his passport and 
identity documents. 

The bail application was 
made by the prosecutor's 
office at the request of Nazi 
Hunter Amo KJarsfeld, one 
of the lawyers in the case 
representing the association 
of daughters and sons of 
deported French Jews. 

The prosecutor's office in 
this southwestern city 
requested that Mr. Papon. 
S6. he barred from lea\in<i 


the countiy. and that he 
inform the authorities when- 
ever he wishes to leave 
Paris, where he lives. 

Papon is the sole survivor 
of four Frenchmen charged 
with crimes againsl humani- 
ty for collaboration with 
Germany's Nazi regime 
during World War 11. 

The charges relate to his 
role in the deportation of 
1,560 Jews to Nazi death 
camps in Poland. As a Vichy 
official at the Bordeaux pre- 
fecture, Mr. Papon was 
responsible for “Jewish 
affairs” in the region. 

After the war, Mr. Papon 
went on to high office, serv- 
ing as the prefect of Paris 
and as budget minister 
under President Valery 
Giscard D’Estaing. 

His role in Bordeaux was 
exposed by a Jewish resis- 
tance fighter who himself 
narrowly escaped a French 
pill ice roundup of Jews. 



ENGINEERS ON THEIR WAY TO MIR: Russian spacecraft 'Soyu z' blasts 
off from the Baikonur cosmodrome carrying two Russian cosmonauts 
Tuesday. Commander Anatoly Solovyov and flight engineer Pavel 
Vinogradov's on board the Soyiiz spacecraft will dock on August 7 with the 
Mir orbital station, where thev plan vital but risky repairs to save the vessel 
(Reuters photo) 

Mir replacement crew 
launch for outer space 


BAIKONUR. Kazakhstan 
( AP) — A giant Soyuz rock- 
et blasted off Tuesday, carry- 
ing a replacement crew to 
the Mir space station, where 
the old team grappled with a 
new problem — the break- 
down of the oxygen genera- 
tors. 

The Soyuz-U booster 
rocket lifted off on schedule 
ul 7:36 p.m. Moscow time, 
currying a capsule with two 
cosmonauts who have 
trained extensively For a del- 
icate repair mission aboard 
the Mir. 

Anatoly Solovyov and 
Pavel Vinogradov are to 
dock with " the Mir on 
Thursday. 400 kilometres 
above earth, and are expect- 
ed to spend more than six 
months on the spacecraft. 

There, their most impor- 
tant mission will be to repair 
the damage caused by a col- 
lision with a cargo ship on 
June 25. 

The Mir has suffered a 
siring of breakdowns in 
recent months, and the latest 
problem with the oxygen 
generation system renewed 
concerns about the safety of 
the l I-year-old space sta- 
tion: 

Russian and U.S. officials 
downplayed the seriousness 
of the newly revealed glitch, 
which they said has been an 
on-und-off problem for the 
past week, and said die 
three-man crew was in no 
danger. 

But the problem again put 
the focus on die Mir’s break- 
downs only hours before the 
new crew blasted off from 
the Baikonur cosmodrome 
in the former Soviet republic 
of Kazakhstan. 

The two Russians and one 
American on board were 
using oxygen canisters for 
the second straight day 
Tuesday, according to the 
U.S. Space agency NASA. 

The oxygen generating 
system breaks down periodi- 
cally. but the Mir is so large 
that the existing oxygen sup- 


ply is sufficient to last for 
several days. In addition, the 
crew has enough oxygen 
canisters to last for more 
than two months. 

Kathleen Maliga. a NASA 
spokeswoman at Russian 
mission control, said the 
problem first surfaced Iasi 
week when the generation 
system, which had been off. 
was turned back on but sub- 
sequendy began turning 
itself off. Repairs have been 
under way for the past two 
days, she said. 

“WeTe not worried." she 
said. Obviously we’d like for 
it to be working, and we’re 
talking ro the Russians, but 
nothing happened different 
today from yesterday.” 

In the unlikely event all 
five Mir occupants have to 
be evacuated during the time 
both crews are aloft, they 
would be able to escape in 
two escape vehicles — the 
Soyuz now standing by. and 
the one the replacement 
crew arrives in. 

Space officials said they 
expected the generators to be 
working again later Tuesday. 

The two new crewmem- 
bers. Messrs Solovyov and 
Vinogradov, lifted off after a 
traditional sendoff From top 
space officials at Baikonur. 
Their first big job is set for 
Aug. 20, when they will 
attempt a difficult repair 
effort to restore the damaged 
space station to more or less 
full power. 

The Mir has been running 
on half power since the June 
25 collision, and the current 
mission will help determine 
whether ihe station can be 
patched up and safely host 
humans for another two 
years, as the Russians would 
like. 

The cosmonauts will have 
to open the airless Spcl.tr 
module and reattach power 
cables that had to he discon- 
nected after the crash, which 
ruptured the module. 

But fixing the damaged 
station was nut the onlv item 


on their agenda- 
'll is not right to call us 
repairmen." Mr. Vinogradov 
said Monday, speaking to 
journalists from behind a 
glass window to prorect 
against infection. “No one 
has relieved us of our other 
scientific duties, and we’ll 
be busy carrying them out 
until the very last day.” 
Repairs had been sched- 
uled to be carried out by the 
current crew, but the work 
was delayed after comman- 
der Vasily Tsibliyev reported 
an irregular heartbeat. 

Mr. Tsibliyev and crew 
males Alexander Lazutkin 
and U.S. Astronaut Michael 
Foale have been preparing 
for the new crew's arrival, 
packing equipment into a 
progress cargo ship now 
docked with Mir. 

The progress will be disen- 
gaged Wednesday to make 
room for the arriving space- 
craft. The cargo ship will 
redock in two weeks and 
later be jettisoned. It was 
during a practice docking 
that the previous supply ship 
rammed the Mir. 

Mr. Solovyov and Mr. 
Vinogradov are expected to 
make up to six spacewalks 
inside and outside the space- 
craft over the next two 
months. 

The Russian crews will 
overlap for about a week, 
and then Mr. Tsibliyev and 
Mr. Lazutkin will return to 
earth. 

Mr. Foale will stay on 
board until he is replaced in 
late September or early 
October by U.S. Astronaut 
David Wolf, who will travel 
to the space station aboard 
the American space shuttle 
Atlantis. 

Cooperation with the LLS. 
Space programme brings in 
vital income for Russia’s 
struggling space pro- 
gramme. which has suffered 
deep financial cuts since the 
collapse of the Soviet Union 
ill 1991 . 



Hurley bewails 
boy’s bottom 

LONDON (AFP) - __ 
British actress and model 
Elizabeth Hurley hates her 
bottom because it is too 
small and looks like a 
boy’s, she confided “My 

body isn’t perfect I don't 
have a bottom,” she told the 
latest edition of the Tader 
magazine published 
Tuesday. “I've always had a 

boy’s bottom. When I was a 

teenager I used to stuff tis- 
sues into the back pockets 
of my jeans in an attempt to 
look curvy. 

Naked couple fined 
over Adam and Eve 
pose in Cathedral 

COLOGNE. Germany 
(AFP) — They chose a 
Biblical theme, but a young 
couple who posed naked 
for a photographer at the 
altar of Cologne’s 1 3th cen- 
tury cathedral failed to 
achieve much religious 
inspiration. The 23-year- 
old part-time female model 
was given a suspended fine 
of $325 after saying she 
regretted her act and buret- 
in g into tears before a court 
here, the Bild daily repott- 
ed. Her lawyer said she was 
talked into the Adam and 
Eve pose by a photograph- 
er, who has already been 
given a four-month sus- 
pended jail sentence and 
fined. 

Elvis was king 
of civil rights, 
historian says 

GAINESVILLE. Fla. (R) 
— Elvis Presley should be 
remembered as one of 
America’s most influential 
civil rights figures, a pro- 
fessor and rock music his- 
torian at the University of 
Florida said. “With his very 
first recording in 1954, 
Presley did something no 
one had ever done before. 
He brought black culture 
and white culture together 
on one record.” said 
William McKeen. a 
University of Florida jour- 
nalism professor and co- 
author of the soon-to-be 
released “Norton Book of 
Rock ‘n’ Roll." Aug. 16 will 
Mark the 20th anniversary 
of the death of the “King of 
Rock ’n’ Roll" from a heart 
attack. 

Parlez Franca is, 
please 

PARIS (AFP) — While 
many French people are 
busy enjoying their sum- 
mer holidays, the French 
Culture Ministry is crusad- 
ing to defend the French 
language against English- 
speaking invaders. The 
ministry has just published 
the results of a contest in 
which some 32.000 French- 
speaking people were asked 
to pluck English words 
from a French text and 
replace them with true 
French terms. While bask- 
ing on the beach, the casual 
reader of the ministry news 
letter can thereby leam how 
to express such Anglicisms 
as "briefing," “scoop.” 
“dumping," “leader" and 
"marketing" in purer but 
often longer French. 

Surgery adds 
stature to short 
people in China 

BELHNG (R) — Chinese 
tired of being short can turn 
to Dr. Xia Hetao to make 
them taller through limb- 
lengthening surgery, the 
China Daily said Monday. 
Xia normally performs 
such operations to correct 
limb deformities and 
dwarfism, but some people 
unhappy with their height 
have sought him out to per- 
form cosmetic surgery, ihe 
newspaper said. One such 
patient included an aspiring 
model hoping to reach the 
height requirement for 
modelling school, it said. 
Xia. a professor at the 
Capital University of 
Medical Science, succeed- 
ed in lengthening the legs 
of Xiao Min to lift her 
height to 1.78 metres from 
1 .75 metres, enabling her to 
qualify for the school, it 
said. . 
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